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The three most important things in a truck: 


Frame. Frame. Frame. 
Ours is the strongest? 


Gamble in Vegas. 


Not in your truck. 


F-150 


fordvehicles.com 


“Class is full-size pickups under 
8,500 GVWR. 


Ree te) 2 BS eee Ve VY ae 
iy 


14 The Urlacher Phenomenon 


The Bears’ middle linebacker makes us feel like he’s one of 
us—even though he is nothing like us. By Dan Pompei 


20 On the road again 


If 3,000-mile treks to such locales as Las Cruces, N.M., and 
Manhattan, Kan., don’t rev your motor, well, maybe you 
should keep your day job and leave college scouting to pros 
such as the Titans’ C.0. Brocato. By Dennis Dillon 


22 History lesson 


The Cardinals’ unlikely World Series triumph over the Tigers 
will go down as an example of how anything can—and will— 
happen in October. By Sean Deveney 


COVER: ST. LOUIS’ ALBERT PUJOLS AND SCOTT ROLEN BY ALBERT DICKSON / SN; 
BRIAN URLACHER BY JAY DROWNS / SN 


Send your editorial comments or complaints 
to Senior VP/Editorial Director John Rawlings 
at jrawlings @ sportingnews.com. 
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To Know List Has Peyton really | 
exorcised those Patriots demons? 

On Deck Suns-Spurs: Why wait until 
spring for the NBA Western Conference 
finals? Plus, Bob Hille’s Starting 5. 

The age of the aged Old folks 

haven't been this spry since Cocoon. 

Your Turn Bledsoe vs. Romo: You're | 
not sure it really matters. | 
The nine Not that new TV show—we're 
talking about the dudes who will make 

or break the NHL's Pacific Division. 

Buzzer Beaters Have a happy, 
hoops-filled holiday. 
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The ladies—and 
plenty of guys—love 
Yadier Molina and 
the world champion 
Cardinals. 
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What a man, Red Auerbach, what a life. 
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To subscribe to the Sporting News call 800-777-6785. 
Listen to Sporting News Radio online at radio.sportingnews.com. 
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is Gillette Fusion Power 
With more 

than Dasher Dancer & 
menesr eoeinach 


at. repare yourself for 
‘the best shave ever. 


& 2006 The Gillette Compony 
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| “Fusion AydraGel adds 
BD even more comfort to 
py the best shave ever. 


invisible layer 
Of protection... 


With Aloe + Vitamin & 


2) Spyedligte sien com - Your EXPEIES source for Football, Baseball, Basketball, Hockey and more Pie 


ik This week on 


——— 


BOB LEVERONE / SN 


l \& 


portingNews 


COM 


Looking ahead 


The season is halfway over, but 
there still are plenty of questions that 
demand answers. Are Drew Brees 
and the Saints for real? Who’s going 
to the playoffs? Which coaches will 
get canned? Vinnie lyer has the 
insight you need as he previews the 
second half in his blog at 
sportingnews.com/experts/vinnie-iyer. 


Down the stretch 


It’s time for your fantasy team to 
make its postseason run, too. Get 
strategy tips and playoff advice from 
our Fantasy Source experts at 
fantasysource.sportingnews.com/nfl. 


Big games, deep thoughts 


Every Thursday, our Campus Watch college bloggers pick the game of the week. 
Up next: Louisville at Rutgers on November 9. Get our bloggers’ picks—and make 


your own—at sportingnews.com/cfootball. 


One month down, six to go 


Where do things stand four weeks into the season? 
The Sabres are as good as we thought they'd be, 


GENE J, PUSKAR / AP 


the Pacific Division is going to be tough, 
and Evgeni Malkin is living up to the hype. 
Kara Yorio discusses her early 
impressions in her blog at 


sportingnews.com/experts/kara-yorio. 


They're Sweet Georgia Brown-good 


Cue the Globetrotters theme song. 
We're bringing you some NBA user 
bloggers with game. 


# Hc jameeman gives NFL fantasy advice 
® *& but also dishes tips out to NBA 
fantasy players. 

ik % LakerKev represents the fans of the 
Purple and Gold while flushing out news 
throughout the NBA. 


_ anavlas helps fill the hole in Bulls 
« ® fans’ hearts that has been there 
since M.J.’s retirement. 
te x dking97 lays his words up there for 
Suns fans and keeps his eye on bouncing 
balls across the league. 


Have what takes to become a SN.com 
blogger? John our free community at 


members.sportingnews.com/member. 


% | Discussions ~ | 7) Py Gi Si 9 | |2)| discussions available on http://www spartingnews.com) 


)) Tuning in 


From football to hockey and everything in between, 
Arnie Spanier always has an opinion. Listen to the 
Stinkin’ genius from 7 to 10 p.m. ET weekdays and read 


his blog at sportingnews.com/experts/arnie-spanier. 


online at radio.sportingnews.com. 


Now finish 
Tne best 
shave ever 


Introducing 


Fusion Hyarasoothe atter. 
shave balm with its aloe- 
rich formula soothes and 
MOISTUTIZES YOur face aifer 
Shovingy, lS perrect tinish 
TO ine best shave ever. 


HYDRA SOOTHE 
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Claiming a bigger 
piece of the pie 


The NFUs latest move as a media content 
provider came last week when the league 
announced it would take over production of 
NFL.com at the end of the season. (CBS 
SportsLine.com has produced the website since 
2001.) The league will relaunch the site in the 
spring and will be sure to integrate plenty of NFL 
Network and NFL Films video. Eventually there may 
be live games, too, although there's no provision for 
that in the current TV deals, which run through 
2011. 

The NFL became a media player when it added 
live games to NFL Network, which touched off 
squabbles with cable companies reluctant to add 
the 3-year-old channel. The stage was set for an 
expanded web 
presence this 

Another | fall, when the 


Brady-Manning league restricted 
L a 4 meeting. Do they the number of 
en i C risi S ever get old? | [local IV 
cameras 

A year ago, we thought this would be the Colts’ defining moment. If they could finally win permitted on 
in New England, certainly they would then be good enough to win the Super Bowl. But even the sidelines 
with its 40-21 victory last November, Indy showed no more ability to successfully negotiate and prohibited 
the playoff maze than it did in past seasons. local media outlets from using postgame interview 

Now these adversaries, who form the league’s most delicious rivalry, hook up once again footage online. 
Sunday (8:15 p.m. ET, NBC) in Foxboro. It’s always great theater when they meet, but this Major League Baseball has shown that 
time around it’s different. The buzz isn’t the same because the clubs aren’t the same. Indeed, league-run websites can be worthwhile. But all of 
who are these teams, anyway? this league-owned content does a bit of an end run 

We really aren’t sure. The Colts, ho-hum, are undefeated again and are coming off an on local newspapers and TV stations. The more 
impressive victory over the Broncos. But all their regular-season achievements don’t seem restrictions there are, the less objective the 


to ever mean much unless they actually would win 16 straight. Without Edgerrin James, they coverage. —Seth Elkin 
are diminished on offense, and without Corey Simon, they still 


lack a run stopper on defense. That doesn’t seem like a formula to YOU HEARD IT HERE 
win a championship even with the incomparable Peyton Manning. ; . 
Everybody wanted to 


And the Patriots have decided they can contend despite a 
group of average Joes at receiver, leaving Tom Brady with no 
legitimate downfield playmaker. As long as they can run decently, know what Red Auerbach 
they still are formidable. Yet, they’ve lost that aura which once bec 
made them so scary to play. Their defense is getting a bit old, and knew alse they knew 


you wonder how long they can keep compensating for injuries in he knew more than they By 
the secondary. It all makes them vulnerable. 

But we'll tune in anyway, if for no other reason than to see knew about almost 
whether Bill Belichick can unnerve Manning or whether Peyton, ve i U I no 
who threw for three touchdowns and 321 yards against the Pats e rything. ; ; 


last season, finally has cast out this demon. Too bad the game 
wasn't played on Halloween night. —Aaul Attner 


CHARLES KRUPA / AP 


BOB DAUGHERTY / AP 


‘Devastated’ La Russa still doesn’t know how sunglasses were lost in championship revelry >> Tigers pitcher apologizes for dropping, breaking American 
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A.l. is elated to be in Philly. Or maybe infuriated. 
We'll find out soon, OK? 


Aches and pains 
in the neck 


For a league that’s all about superstars, the early 
focus has been on the ball (leather’s out, if you 
haven't heard) and the officials (quicker technicals 
are in). Boring? Indeed. Let’s check in with three 
stars whose early performances should be much 
more entertaining—and have a long-lasting impact. 

@ Eleven-year vet Allen Iverson couldn’t be 
traded, so he remains stuck on a bad team. Give him 
until the end of the weekend—a Sunday game 
against the Heat—before you conclude he needs to 
change his tune about wanting to stay in Philly. 

@ Though Kenyon Martin was last seen feuding in 
the playoffs with his coach, George Karl, reports say 
they’ve made up. We'll find out if that’s true after 
Martin realizes minutes will be short for an 
undersized forward with a microfractured knee on a 
Nuggets team with too many bigs. 

@ Kobe Bryant figured to be recovered from 
mid-July knee surgery, but the former No. 8—now 
No. 24—was nowhere near 100 percent when the 
season opened. With the Lakers playing six games in 
the first nine days, Kobe’s chances for another 
scoring title could end early if his sore right knee 
limits his minutes. —Stan McNeal 
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A grand old time 


You might want to keep, oh, the next 
four months or so open. ABC and the various ESPN 
networks are scheduled to air a record 1,000 college 
basketball games this season, up from 884 last 
season. There’s something for everyone—a minimum 
of 196 Division | teams are expected to be featured— 
but get ready to see plenty of Bob Knight. The Texas 
Tech coach enters the season 10 wins behind Dean 
Smith’s all-time record, and Knight's Red Raiders are 
slated to appear on ESPN's channels at least 20 
times during the season. —Tricia Garner 


SANDRA TENUTO FOR SN 


Bobby, ol’ buddy, we could never 
get sick of you. 


Now showing: 
America’s teams 


The little superstation that could 
is joining the big leagues next season. TBS—which 
previously aired only regular-season Braves 
games—has reached a deal with Major League 
Baseball to air all Division Series playoff games 
through 2013. TBS also will broadcast one League 
Championship Series every year—the NLCS in odd 
years; the ALCS in even years. (FOX will retain the : 
other LCS, along with the World Series.) The deal Great job, Bravos. Now suck in 
marks the first time a league championship series those guts and make room for the 
will air on a cable network. —7.G. rest of the league. 
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A checkered Chase 


The good news is the Chase for the NASCAR Nextel Cup again has 
produced a close points race. The bad news: It is close because every driver has been 
mediocre. Matt Kenseth ran out of gas at Dover, and his car was so bad at Kansas he 
suspected part of the suspension had been put on backward. And this is the guy 
leading the points race. 

Through seven races, Kenseth already has 
as many finishes off the lead lap as 
previous Chase champs Kurt 
Busch and Tony Stewart had 
combined in 20 races. 
Only five Chasers 
finished on the 
lead lap at Atlanta 
on Sunday. 

What gives? Too 
many teams have 
taken too many 
chances. “When you push it too 
far, you wind up crashing the 
car or blowing an engine or 
whatever you're pushing it on,” 
sixth-place Kevin Harvick says. 
“And everyone is pushing 
everything.” —Matt Crossman 


Kenseth’s lead is shrinking, and it 
isn’t hard to figure out why. 


HAROLD HINSON FOR SN 


League trophy >> Trojans quarterback focusing on bright side: ‘| could be Matt Leinart’ >> FSU’s Bowden on firebobby.com: ‘I don’t know how to get on that dadgum Internet’ 
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ON 


| GOTTA SE 


SAT 


LSU at Tennessee (3:30 p.m., 
CBS) and Ohio State at Illinois 
(3:30 p.m., ESPN2), Make a game 
of it: See how many points Ohio 
State quarterback can 
put up in the time it takes to toggle 
between the two games. 


SUN 


Everything's bigger in 
Texas—except the NASCAR 
cars, which are exactly the 
same, and the track, which 
is the same length as last 
week’s track, and the 
drivers, who all still are 


ALAN MARLER FOR SN 


changed man? Me neither. 


MATTHEW KUTZ / SN 


mvc PBR WORLD FINALS 
f° LIVE FROM LAS VEGAS, NOV 2-5 


Check local TV listings or go to VERSUS.com. Watch VERSUS on Cable, DirecTV Channel 608 and Dish Network Channel 151. 
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MON 


The Monday Night Football 
juggernaut rolls on with Oakland at 
Seattle (8 p.m., ESPN). Feast your 
eyes on Seahawks backup 
quarterback Seneca Wallace against 
whatever shlub is under center for 
the Raiders this week. At least Tony 
Kornheiser talking 20 miles over Joe 
Theismann’s head will keep the 


Enough of the hockey 
jokes. Let’s celebrate 
ballet on ice, bruising 
hits and blistering 
slap shots. Surely 
Hurricanes at Devils 
(8 p.m., Versus) will 


Fast cars, short drivers ... must be Texas. 


5-4, 130. It'll be a big points day, though, as just two races remain after <<“ 
the Dickies 500 (2:30 p.m., NBC). sonia 
m@ Cowboys at Redskins (1 p.m., FOX) always is must-see TV. 
Can't you just imagine a fatherly-yet-stern, gracious-yet-demanding 

taking Terrell Owens aside, putting an arm on his 
shoulder and whispering words of wisdom? Then Owens breaking 
down in heaping, heaving, massive sobs and coming away a 


have all three. 


WED 


Phoenix at 

San Antonio (8 p.m., 
ESPN). Will the 

strain of being on 
again, off again with 
Eva Longoria hurt 
Tony Parker in this 
matchup of Western 
Conference 
powerhouses? | don’t 
know, but | do know 
this: If Parker is 
cuddling with Tim 
Duncan during 
timeouts, it’s a bad 
sign. —Matt Crossman 


entertainment value high. 


ALBERT DICKSON / SN 


In the November 17 issue 


Half horses. tf you thought the first half of the NFL season was 
exciting, wait until you see what's in store down the stretch. NFL 
Insider Dan Pompei draws up a clear game plan for the next eight 
games, the playoffs and beyond. 

@ Large and in charge: A look at how Arkansas freshman quarterback 
Mitch Mustain is livin’. And if you think Nerf Hoops and Nintendo still 
are the rage, you're going to learn a thing or two. 

@ Don't touch that stove, it’s hot: We ask and answer all the relevant 
questions as baseball enters its offseason. Next year, A-Rod will play 
in ... OOPS, We're Out of time. Tune in next week to find out. 


KARL DEBLAKER / AP 


BOB HILLE’S 
STARTING 


NBA openers. 

| wouldn’t have 

known the 
regular season was 
here, except | read 
about a critical 
shortage of Kevlar 
vests for strip club 
bouncers. 


The Sabres. 
By late last 
week, they had 
10 wins. Or as they 
like to call 10 wins 
in Buffalo: “J.P 
Losman’s career 
aspirations.” 


We Are 

Marshall. \t’'s a 

movie about 
how a college football 
program survives a 
disaster even worse 
than North Carolina’s 
hiring John Bunting. 


Baseball’s 

offseason. 

I's a long, cold 
winter, fans. Especially 
now that you can’t 
rub Jeffrey Loria and 
Joe Girardi together 
to start a fire. 


Shawne 

Merriman. 

He blames his 
positive steroids 
test on tainted 
over-the-counter 
supplements. Frankly, 
though, a guy's got to 
be leery when his 
Flintstones vitamins 
come with a 
nandrolone-level 
growth chart. 


VERSUS Ws) 


THE COMPETITION IS ON 
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So what else is old? 


The sports world is like a giant bingo parlor—packed with graybeards who have too much fire in their 
bellies (not to mention shmutz on their palms) to go gentle into that good night By Steve Greenberg 


In 1964, plans to build the World Trade Centerghy were announced, Jimmy 


Hoffa = was convicted for tampering with a federal jury, Jeopardy! 


eS 


on NBC, Nelson Mandela 


debuted 


was sentenced to life in prison, Meet the Beatles HA 


was released, the first Ford Mustang Soe rolled off the assembly line, U.S. forces 
in Vietnam 5 totaled 21,000, and the Cardinals 
And in Savannah, Ga., Kenneth Scott Rogers 


Nearly 42 years after Kenny Rogers and his ageless left arm 
sprung from the womb, America found itself in the throes of 
Palmgate. Maybe that was pine tar on Rogers’ meat hook. Or maybe 
it was some heinously foul combo involving spit, dirt and God knows 
what. Here’s what we do know: Rogers, who will turn 42 next Friday, 


is older than dirt. 


But enough about him, for Kenny (can a 42-year-old still call 
himself Kenny?) was but one in an army of sports codgers who have 
been putting young punks in their place from sea to shining sea. 

Old is the new young. Old is in. Old is ... 


The coolest coach in 
football. It sure as hell isn’t 
35-year-old Eric Mangini, nor is 
it Briscoe High boss Don Shula. 
Maybe it'll be Joe Paterno after 
he turns 80 later this year, but 
for now it’s 68-year-old Tom 
Moore. You didn’t just ask who 
Tom Moore is, did you? Listen 
up, kiddies: Moore is a 43-year 
veteran of the coaching racket 
who has spent the past nine 
years coordinating the Colts’ 
offense. In other words, he’s the 
most cutting-edge cat in the 
game. Spit out your thumbs and 
suck on that. 


Keeping the varoom in the 
bedroom. The only things 
missing from Mark Martin’s 
AAA-sponsored resume are the 
“R” and the “P,” but the 


47-year-old 
Nextel Cup 
chaser is 
perhaps best 
known for his 
pitchmanship 
au of Viagra— 
Martin and you have 
to admire a man who goes 
185 mph on the track but can 
admit he can’t always drive 65 
behind closed doors. Don’t you 
whippersnappers think for a 
second your pistons are always 
gonna pump like new. 


Totally 

relative. And 

speaking of 

relatives, John 

Beck has “em in 

his own little 

all-grown-up 

household. At 

25, Beck is more 

than just a married guy humping 
it in the real world; the BYU 
senior quarterback is shooting 
up the NFL draft charts. Oh, and 
his backup on the 6-2 Cougars, 
Jason Beck—unrelated—just 
happens to be 26. 


HAROLD HINSON FOR SN 


was born. 


Practice making perfect. 

If you were in a hell of a bind 
and only a 37-yard field-goal 
conversion could spare you 
from certain 

death—hey, 

stuff like that 

happens all 

the time— 

who would 

you want 

kicking the 

ball? That's 

right, Morten 

Andersen. All 

the HGH 

under your 

meatheaded 

cousin’s 

mattress 

couldn’t help 

ol’ Mortie 

convert a 

50-yarder, 

but the Falcons employ him at 
age 46 because he’s stone-cold 
money from 
45 and in. 


Back in 
business. 
Nike laced up 
its first 
basketball 
shoe in 1982. 
Ooooh, we're 
so impressed. The first run 

of Converse All-Stars? 

Try 1917, bub. 

Converse had 

one canvas-clad 

foot in the grave 

earlier this 


GEORGE FREY / AP 


beat the Yankees in seven. 


decade, but the company has 
come back with a vengeance. 
With Dwyane Wade—the NBA's 
most marketable player—and 
rising stars 
Chris Bosh 
and Kirk 
Hinrich in 
its stable, 
Converse 
just might 
make your 
fresh 
Jordans 
look 
downright 
dorky. 


On the hill, 
not over it. 
Let’s be 
honest—the 
MLB 
playoffs 
were an old crow’s nest. No 
wonder Randy Johnson, Greg 
Maddux, David Wells and 
Woody Williams struggled out 
there—they hadn't eaten since 
3:30! But the point is, those 
fortysomethings were there. As 
was Rogers, who became the 
oldest starting pitcher to win 
a World Series game. And 
40-year-old Tom Glavine, who 
set a record by appearing in 
his 10th NLCS. And Julio 
Franco, who raised the NLCS 
» age bar so high 
his great- 
grandchildren 


ALEX BRANDON / AP 
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Drew Bledsoe 

or Tony Romo? 
Would | prefer a 
slow, plodding 
death or a quick, 
mistake-filled 
one? 


—kenkasper via SportingNews.com 


@ Cardinals manager Tony 

La Russa was concerned about 
Kenny Rogers’ using a foreign 
substance on his hand in the 
World Series? Is 
this not the same 
Tony La Russa who 
went to the World 
Series with the 
Bash Brothers (aka 
Juiced Jerks)? 
Before he goes 
pointing fingers, he 
might want to look 
in the mirror. —Tino 
Delgato, Cincinnati 


@ There is no 
question that of all 
the commissioners, David Stern is 
the best. However, he has been 
acting like a dictator of a banana 
republic with the new ball issue 


L 
Hey, Tony, got a 
mirror in that pocket? 


(SN, October 20). Stern must 
realize this is a players league 
and their opinions count. 
—MANN via SportingNews.com 


@ | think the 
players are getting 
a little bent out of 
shape for no 
reason. They will 
get used to the 
ball about two 
weeks into the 
season and 
everything will be 
fine again. 
Everyone hates 
change, so they 
fight it. If the ball is 
too slippery when wet, who 
cares? It will be for everyone. 
—sk8shorty01 via 
SportingNews.com 


Have you watched an NHL 
game from start to finish 


yet this season? 
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@ Sean Deveney couldn’t be more 
wrong (SN, October 20). Find any 
Broncos fan that doesn’t hate the 
Raiders and ... well, you can’t. True 
Broncos fans always will relish 
pounding the Raiders. -Wade 
Simons, Rapid City, S.D. 


@ The NFUs yuppie leadership is 
doing its best to wussify a 
naturally violent game. NFL 
quarterbacks aren't Pee-wee 
Hermans—they’re huge guys. 
—K.C. Mosier II via e-mail 


@ It’s so much fun to be a Sabres 
fan right now. Record or no record, 
the Sabres are playing some 
amazing hockey. No hockey club 
wins a championship in October, 
but those extra points will help 
come April. —sportschick01 via 
SportingNews.com 


SLOG ON 


From your blogs on sportingnews.com 


RE: 
Posted by alexkleis 

The Cubs really need to re-sign 
Aramis Ramirez. lf they screw that 
up, they're in deeper trouble than 
ever. He is a rock, a guaranteed star 
at the hot corner. 


RE: 
Posted by Lesters Legends 

What gets me about the Shawne 
Merriman situation is how little 
reaction there was. Merriman is one 
of the best young defensive players 
in the NFL. In baseball terms, he’s 
like David Wright or Ryan Howard. 
Can you imagine the hoopla if 
Wright or Howard got caught using 
steroids and subsequently were 
suspended a quarter of the 
season? Why the double standard? 


RE: 
Posted by Zenmanship 

| can't help but wonder why so 
many players are getting caught 
using banned sustances. | think 
there are several reasons, including 
the increased ability to detect 
substances and the fact that the 
more money there is, the more 
reasons there are to cheat. 


RE: 
Posted by lowesfan 

It's about time Jimmie Johnson got 
back into the championship picture. 
Until now, | was just watching to see 
if he would win a race. 


PAUL SAKUMA / AP 


Real talk from a fan on 
Sporting News Radio 


‘l am not surprised at all by the 
news that is 
on steroids. Just because the 
NFL had a testing policy in 
place before baseball doesn’t 
mean the NFL is any cleaner. 
There is no question in my mind 
that the NFL has the biggest 
steroids problem in all of 
sports’ —Bob in South Carolina 
on the David Stein Show 
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In last season's playoffs, Pronger 
led his Oilers through the Sharks 
and the Ducks (including 
Niedermayer and Selanne) on the 
way to the Stanley Cup Finals. 
Now Pronger is on the Ducks' side, 
providing size, strength and a 
powerful shot from the point. 


Selanne was on the Avalanche 
team that beat Turco and the Stars 
in 2004. Fast and with excellent 
hands, he is both a playmaker and 
finisher. Except for one season in 
Colorado, he has been waging 
division battles as a member of the 
Ducks or Sharks since 1995-96. 


Niedermayer arguably is the best 
skater in the league and an 
offense-minded defenseman with 
the ability to shut down the 
opposition’s best. He knows 
Lindros and Thornton well from 
years of battles when all three 
were in the East. 
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A second-line center with 
first-line talent, Marleau 
couldn’t compensate for 
Thornton's ineffectiveness 
against the Oilers last season 
in the playoffs. Marleau must 
come through for the Sharks to 
have ultimate success. 


The reigning league MVP helped 
San Jose finish a point ahead of 
Anaheim in the 2005-06 regular 
season. But in the playoffs, 
Pronger shut him down. Thornton 
must find a way to get the better 
of Pronger for the Sharks to get 
the better of the Ducks. 


In a surprise, Cheechoo led the 
league in goals scored last 
season, which helped propel the 
Sharks into the playoffs. Now he's 
a target of defenses, a much 
bigger challenge. Turco says he 
always stays aware of where this 
skilled shooter is on the ice. 


The drama is unfolding 

in the Pacific Division, 
where these nine players, 
whose paths have 
crossed in the past, will 
figure into one another's 
futures. They are the 
keys to three of the 
Western Conference's 


JOHN CORDES FOR SN 
MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ / AP 
SCOTT ROVAK FOR SN 
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For the Stars, it’s all about Turco’s Lindros, new to the West, is the Morrow was a rookie when he 


best teams and the 
battle for the division 
title. What's going to 
happen next? 


spring performance. Always a top 
goalie in the regular season, he 
consistently has failed to meet 
expectations in the playoffs. This 
season, he must stand up to the 
pressure and resist taking risks to 
give his team a chance. 


X-factor for the Stars. He’s coming 
back from injuries—as usual—and 
he’s at a new position—right wing. 
To help the Stars top his former 
East rivals (Niedermayer and 
Thornton) and their teams, Lindros 
must stay healthy. 


lost to Niedermayer and the 
Devils in the 2000 Stanley Cup 
Finals. This is Morrow's first 
season as captain on a team 
that still is identified with Mike 
Modano; the winger faces new 
pressures but familiar foes. 
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<2 Have a happy, hoops: 


Things _— Lon r) Dream big—you will go to the Maui Invitational someday, OK? In the meantime, 
gl Spor als her college basketball has many other early-season tournaments that are well worth 
a few days of your hard-earned vacation time. By Mike DeCourcy 


id What would my life be like if someone 
"were to take two of my favorite activities 
and pay me to partake? 

Oh, yeah. That's my current gig: 
traveling and watching college basketball. 

Hey, don’t tell anyone! 

I’ve been to nearly all of the great and 
near-great holiday tournaments. Yes, my 
idea of paradise is a seat at any huge 
college game, but still it’s nice to have a 
; little paradise with your paradise. We're 
ig ae in tourist towns—a 


er | Valve: 
» en aie et 


BARRY SWEET / ZUMA PRESS 


Maui Invitational 
Up close and personal ... 
not to mention really, really tan 


Location: Lahaina, Hawaii, November 20-22. Maui is the ideal blend of nature and 
culture. I'd never go anywhere else if it weren’t for the length of the flight. I’ve seen 
the Haleakala volcano at sunrise. I've played golf at Kapalua Bay. Do you think all 
those NBA scouts show up just to see players? 

In the gym, you're never more than a few rows from the action. The Lahaina Civic 
Center has been renovated to include air conditioning, which means fewer coaches 
sweating through their pants, but there still aren’t quite 3,000 seats. 

Fields: Always the best of any tournament. The appeal of visiting Maui and ESPN’s 
start-to-finish coverage allow the event to pick any teams it wants. This year’s field 
isn’t shabby, with Kentucky, UCLA and Memphis leading the way. Next year’s will be 
amazing, with Duke, LSU, Marquette, Oklahoma State and Illinois. 

Cost: Extremely high. The cheapest Chicago-to-Maui ticket on Travelocity for the 
week in question is in the $800s, and it’s not unusual to pay more than $250 a night 
for a Ka’anapali hotel. But it’s worth every cent. 


Everything—somehow, even the basketball—is 
lovelier on Maui, where Adam Morrison’s goofy 
tresses blew like palm leaves in a gentle breeze. 


MICHAEL CONROY / AP 
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NIT Season Tip-Off 

Or head for a 
different sort of 
island—Manhattan 


Location: New York City, November 
22-24. OK, best week ever: Damn 
Yankees with Victor Garber on Tuesday; 
shopping at Bloomingdale’s and the NIT 
semifinals Wednesday; the Macy's 
parade, Thanksgiving dinner and Les 
Miserables on Thursday; NIT finals on 
Friday. That was a while ago, but if you 
haven’t seen Spamalot and Avenue Q, 
you can enjoy your own Broadway/ 
b-ball adventure. 

Fields: The 16-team NIT usually is 


designed to send four powerhouses to NYC. (Early rounds are played at regional 
sites.) This year could include Tennessee, Indiana, North Carolina and Gonzaga. 


Cost: High. Flights to the city are plentiful, but cheap hotel rooms aren't. 


Roll the dice or kick back and jam 


Las Vegas Invitational es? 


Location: Las Vegas, 
November 24-25. If I 
need to explain the 
appeal of Vegas, you 
wouldn’t want to go. 

Fields: Promoters 
usually land two 
heavyweights—this 
year’s are Florida and 
Kansas—along with 
some high-level 
mid-majors. It’s more 
of a round-robin 
event than a true 
tournament, so you 
know going in the big guys will meet. 

Cost: Affordable. You can do Vegas however you want, from $309 for a 
view room at the Wynn to $77.80 for the Vagabond Inn. And ticket 
packages are a bargain. 
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You don’t have to whale at the ta es ‘0 
appreciate two heavyweights on the court. 


Paradise Jam 

Location: St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands, November 17-20. St. Thomas 
is a tropical delight and a haven for duty-free shoppers. And it’s just a 
ferry ride from St. John. You know that postcard-picture beach that always 
makes you wonder, “Where is that place?” It is on St. John: Caneel Bay. 

Fields: The Jam snapped back to life when the NCAA lifted restrictions 
on tournament entry. Alabama, Iowa and Villanova will be there this year. 

Cost: Not bad. You can fly from Chicago to St. Thomas for under $500. 
If you can find a room in a prime hotel, it'll hurt a little. 


JULIE JACOBSON / AP 


A year ago, Duke and Memph ... wait. Is that a bird? 
~ A plane? No—it’s Dick Vitale in the Macy’s parade! 


If you can't escape the fam on Thanksgiving ... 


New York has another holiday tournament—the 2K Sports 
College Hoops Classic (November 16-17). You'll get most of what 
the NIT offers, but the field is slightly lower quality—Texas, Maryland, 
Michigan State and St. John’s are in it this year—and, oddly enough, 
hotel rooms are pricier than they are the following week. 


Spice and barbecue 


Old Spice Classic 

Location: Orlando, November 23-26. If you have kids—or are a big 
kid yourself—you'll appreciate that this happens right on Disney 
property. In an arena called The Milk House, no less. 

Fields: Given the all-powerful ESPN-Disney alliance, insiders expect 
this eventually will become Maui East. Southern Illinois, Arkansas and 
West Virginia will stand out this year at the Magic Kingdom. 

Cost: As cheap as you need it to be. 


College Basketball Experience Classic 

Location: Kansas City, November 20-21. Municipal Auditorium has 
seen better days, but K.C. is a fine place to visit. 

Fields: Big-timers like the chance to play two early-round home 
games, so you'll see Duke, Marquette, Stanford and Texas Tech. 

Cost: About as cheap as Orlando, until it’s time to buy game tickets. 


What the heck, we'll give you a one-star event, too 


The Great Alaska Shootout (November 21-25 in Anchorage) once was 
a grand tournament, but now it has too much competition from other tourneys 
and can’t get around the j 
difficulty of traveling to Alaska— 
and the dodgy weather. My 
first Shootout trip, 1987: a 
2-foot snowstorm. Second 
trip, 1998: subzero 
temperatures. Alaskans try 
to make up for all that with 
first-class treatment. If they 
held this thing in July, itd 
be four stars, easy. 


er 


In a word: Brrrrri 
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The Bears’ middle 
linebacker makes 
us feel like he’s one 
of us—even though 
he is nothing like 
us By Dan Pompei 


he Pope is Catholic. 

The sun is hot. 

Rain is wet. 

And Brian Urlacher is 
popular. 

Sure, Urlacher is popular. 
He’s a damn good player. 
Defensive Player of the Year last 
season. A five-time Pro Bowl 

selectee. In the Bears’ Monday 
night game against the 
Cardinals, he might have played 
the best game anyone has 
played at any position this 
season. 

But there is more to it. 

He’s more than just a guy who 
makes a lot of plays. It’s how he 
makes plays with perhaps the 

most implausible size-speed ratio 
of any player ever: 6-4, 258 with a 
4.5 40-yard dash. In an aquarium 
full of incredible specimens, he is 
the fish every kid points at. Even 
in Hawaii, the other Pro Bowl 
players are in awe of him every 
year. When the Bears review tape 
of their previous game, teammates 
routinely ask to see the play 
Urlacher made one more time. 

He plays middle linebacker for 
the Bears, which is kind of like 
playing Queen for England. The 
scepter has been passed from Hall 
of Famer to Hall of Famer, legend 
to legend. Bill George, considered 
to be the NFL’s first true middle 
linebacker, gave it to Dick Butkus, 
perhaps the NFL's greatest player 
ever, who passed it to Mike 
Singletary, the heart of the NFL’s 
best defense ever, who passed it to 
Urlacher. 


phenomenon 


Chicago icons all. 

The Chicago area is home to 
9.4 million people, which makes it 
the third-largest metropolitan 
area in the United States, the 
second-largest metropolitan area 
that fields an NFL team and the 
largest metropolitan area with 
only one NFL team. Taking into 
account these factors, as well as 
the tradition and history of the 
Bears, it’s possible the Bears 
have more fans than any team in 
the league. 

Yes, he is the perfect player in 
the perfect place. But there is 
more to it. 


Brian 
Urlacher’s 
rank over 
the past two 
months in “Fathead” sales 
among the 82 current athletes 
and “legends,” Fatheads are 
life-size vinyl wall stickers, and 
only Brett Favre's generates more 
sales. 


Crew cut. Bare-armed in the 
Chicago winter. No dancing, no 
trash-talk, no jewelry except for a 
watch, no calling attention to 
himself. He’s nothing at all like 
the NFL's other transcendent 
middle linebacker, Ray Lewis. 

Urlacher’s image is poetic. 

None of it is affected. Nothing 
Urlacher does is motivated by 
what you think about him. 

He has been getting his hair cut 
like this since he was in eighth 
grade. Back then, a buddy used to 
cut it because the price was right. 
The reason for the frequent clips? 
His neck gets “furry” and that 
drives him nuts. 

He’s Butkus all over again, 
right? Well, no, he’s not. Butkus is 
who Chicago wanted Urlacher to 


be initially. But he doesn’t have 
Butkus’ lack of compassion. Get 
this—Urlacher never has been in 
a fistfight in his life. He can’t 
even remember having an 
enemy. He quietly buys 50 tickets 
for every Bears home game and 
gives them to kids from the 
Special Olympics and Mercy 
Home for Boys and Girls. 

His teammates sometimes 


In razing Arizona, 
Urlacher might have had 
the best game of any 
player this season. 


Photos by 
Jay Drowns / SN 


Ty ae OR 


bring out the Butkus in him. “If 
you don’t do your job, he'll be the 
first one in your face,” defensive 
end Alex Brown says. “Players on 
most teams, when they mess up, 
they don’t want to go back to the 
sideline. Here, it’s, ‘Dang, I don’t 
want to get back in the huddle 
because I know he’s going to rip 
me apart.’ He knows where 
everybody is supposed to be, and 


he’s huge on being accountable.” 

The Urlacher we see is the one 
with a big open-mouthed smile 
and his head flung back. He 
laughs on the field as much as 
any player in the league. His joy 
for the game is childlike, and it 
reverberates in the hearts of 
fans. 

Yes, he makes us smile. But 
there is more to it. 


It’s not the number 
of plays but how he 
makes them that 

separates Urlacher. 
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Percent of NFL fans who are 
white, according to a fan 
demographic survey conducted 
by ESPN last year. 


When Urlacher’s popularity is 
discussed, there always is a pink 
elephant in the room. Or rather, a 
white elephant. He is a white man 
in a largely nonwhite world 
playing to an audience that is 
largely white. The truth is he’s 
the NFL's only white superstar 
who doesn’t line up under center. 

A survey taken by the SporTING 
News showed 69 percent of NFL 
players are not white, as defined 
by U.S. census standards. The 
average number of white players 
on a 53-man roster is 16.5, The 
Jaguars have a league-low 
nine, and the Colts have a 
league-high 22. 

If Urlacher’s ancestors were 
from Africa and not Germany, 
would he be as popular? 

Dr. Maureen Smith, a sports 
sociologist at Sacramento State, 
believes fans choose heroes who 
look like them. “He’s popular for 
a lot of reasons, and partly 
because he’s white,” Smith says. 
“In a sport where people who 
look like him are increasingly 
losing that position, he kind of 
represents the last of the 
throwback players like Dick 
Butkus.” 

It isn’t uncommon for African 
Americans on other teams to 
question the amount of attention 
Urlacher gets. Browns linebacker 
Andra Davis has asked his friend 
Alex Brown if Urlacher is all 
people say he is. “Yeah,” Brown 
answers. “He’s everything people 
say. Plus.” 

The interesting part of this is 
those who know Urlacher will 
tell you he crosses the 
boundaries as comfortably as 
Illinois Senator Barack Obama, a 
potential presidential candidate. 
Bears defensive end Adewale 
Ogunleye marvels at how 
Urlacher relates to every 
teammate, whether he’s from 
Hawaii or New York. 

Many of Urlacher’s best 
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friends are African Americans. His 
son is half African American. He 
and his brother, Casey, get their 
hair cut every Friday at the Hair 
Gallery in North Chicago. They 
get stares, not only because of 
who Urlacher is but also because 
they are the only white guys in 
the place. His iPod plays a 
country song, then a rap song. 

Yes, he is precisely what 
America wants. But there is more 
to it. 


Brian Urlacher will make 
more than this in off-field 
income in 2006. He has 
national endorsement deals 
with Nike, Vitamin Water and 
Ace Hardware. 


This is a celebrity who has not 
figured out he’s supposed to 
demand that the browns be 
removed from his M&M bowl. A 
self-described “hick” who can 
envision himself living in his 


As a middle 
linebacker in 
Chicago, 
Urlacher is 


BY 


\ the perfect 
player in the 
| perfect 
place. 


hometown of Lovington, N.M., 
when he retires, Urlacher is 
oblivious to his fame, bewildered 
by his popularity. 

This is part of his appeal. He 
never puts up a wall, so fans 
aren’t nervous or apprehensive 
when they approach him. It’s 
more “Hey, Brian, how ya doin’?” 
as opposed to, “Mi ... Mi ... Mr. 
Urlacher, co ... co... could! 
please have your autograph?” 

He’s even accessible. You 
might catch him at Dave and 
Buster’s, a restaurant-bar-arcade 
where Urlacher and his buddies 
have accumulated nearly enough 
points by playing games in the 
past year to purchase a lakefront 
condominium. You could bump 
into him at Bob Chinn’s Crab 
House, where he always orders 
the Jonah stone crab, oysters and 
fried shrimp with green beans. 
Oh, and a side salad with 
Thousand Island and a bunch of 
sunflower seeds. You might see 
him mingling at Spoon, a popular 
nightclub. You could even find 
him waiting in a long line with his 
kids to ride The Many Adventures 
of Winnie the Pooh at Disney 
World. 

Urlacher is clean off the field, 
though imperfect like the rest of 
us. He has a broken marriage. He 
fathered a child out of wedlock, 
which many would deem 


irresponsible. 

But he took the mother to 
court to fight for custody of the 
child. How many men in his 
position would have done that? 
Urlacher, who grew up without 
his father around, wants to be his 
son’s father. He wants to take 
responsibility for the child he 
brought into the world. Now 
that’s a man. 

Urlacher is grounded because 
of his roots. Humility is easy to 
come by when you are the son of 
a single mother who worked 
three jobs to support the family. It 
becomes ingrained when you can 
afford to buy only one pair of 
shoes each year. It never leaves 
you after you've worked in the oil 
fields and lumberyards and had 
jobs delivering water and mowing 
grass. 

Yes, he is anything but 
self-important. But there is more 
to it. 


Brian 
Urlacher's Q 
score is highest 


among current NFL 

players who don't play 
quarterback, according to 
Marketing Evaluations Inc. He’s 
No. 6 among NFL players 
overall. Q scores measure 
familiarity and likability. 


You don’t know a lot about 
Brian Urlacher. He won't let you 
because he distrusts most of the 
media. 

But that doesn’t stop you from 
liking him. Somehow, you feel like 
you know what kind of guy he is. 
And you know what? Somehow, 
you do. 

It doesn’t bother him much 
when he’s the target of media 
criticism. Two years ago when 
the SPortiNG News, citing an 
anonymous poll of talent 
evaluators, called him the NFL's 
most overrated player, he 
shrugged it off after the initial 
irritation dissipated. Nor is he 
sweating about a recent Sports 
Illustrated poll of NFL players that 
named him the second most 
overrated player in the game. 

But don’t mess with his 
teammates, of whom he’s very 
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protective. Mother hen protective. 
He was infuriated when the press 


was Calling for quarterback Rex 
Grossman to be benched in the 
preseason. Livid when cornerback 
Ricky Manning was vilified after a 
recent brush with the law. 


His teammates and coaches are me ; Bs s Uriacher’s joy 
as protective of him as he is of ney > a ? peli for the game is 


them, and they defend Urlacher 


vociferously and passionately. ae gh e : : childlike, and 


“Calling him overrated is 


ee Peeby me stupidest Te aa as — " it reverberates 
thing I’ve ever heard,” Bears center ae , xs ; “ 
Olin Kreutz says, spitting each ; 4 ' aa ay! SEG Tea | || the hearts of 
word, “The only thing you can say ; Ft gC 5 fans 
is people are jealous. I’m not saying we uy Ae al eG ee a 
it because he’s my friend. I’m ae 3 mae Pa Hae 
saying it because | watch film and I 
practice against him. People can’t 
do what he does.” 
Even though Brown says 
Urlacher is recognizable from his 
shadow alone, Urlacher does not 
like being singled out as the face of 
the Bears. When he recently was 
asked to pose for a magazine cover, 
he declined—unless a teammate 
could be in the shot as well. He is 
nothing if not one of the guys. 
Safety Tyler Everett is an 
obscure player in the Bears’ locker 
room. After being passed over in 


| E'VE PUSHED THE BOUNDARIES OF HD 
AND TESTED THE LIMITS OF REALITY. 
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the draft last April, he signed with 
the Broncos. Cut before the 
season, he joined the Bears’ 
practice squad. Everett wasn’t in 
Chicago five minutes before 
Urlacher was at his locker 
introducing himself. “He took me 
in like one of the regular guys and 
was one of the first to do that,” 
Everett says. When the Bears 
released Everett in October, 
Urlacher phoned him. “Here’s the 
superstar of the team asking if I’m 
OK, worrying about me,” says 
Everett, who subsequently was 
re-signed. “He tells me if I need 
anything to let him know. He 
always says to come by the house 
if ’'m not doing anything.” 

You'd like to be invited to 
Urlacher’s home in suburban 
Chicago as most of his teammates 
frequently are. They dress in 
camouflage and have paintball 
wars in his wooded backyard. 
They shoot pool and play cards, 
pingpong and air hockey. They 
watch fights. And they always can 
count on a nice spread if they're 
hungry. 

He is a team captain who earns 
the designation daily. Teammates 
say he’s the kind of guy they 


would call at 4 a.m. for a ride if 
they were stranded. 

Yes, he is the kind of guy you’d 
want to be your friend. But there 
is more to it. 


When 
the Bears 
played the 
Cardinals in 

Glendale, Ariz., on October 16, 
it seemed more fans wore 
Urlacher jerseys than Cardinals 
jerseys. Only nine players’ 
jerseys have sold , 
better than 

Urlacher’s this 

year. 


As big and tough as Urlacher 
is, children are not intimidated by 
him. In fact, they are drawn to the 
father of three. 

Recently, the young son ofa 
teammate heard about the “Take 
a Bear to School” program. His 


mother asked the boy if he 
wanted his famous father to come 
to school with him. “No, Mom,” 
he said. “I want Lach to come.” 

Kids know people. They just 
know. 

Urlacher, two friends, their 
spouses and their children 
recently went to a Red Robin 
restaurant. While the adults 
talked and ate burgers, the five 
kids fought for position on 
Urlacher’s lap. Most of his time 
was occupied feeding the kids 
and getting balloons. 

When Urlacher has been the 
host of birthday parties for his 
kids at Chuck E. Cheese’s, nobody 
has had more fun than him. “We 
went berserk in there,” he says. “I 
love the skee ball and the 
basketball. The best game is 
when you put the coins in and it 
flips and knocks the coins off. 
That's the best. I spent like a 
hundred bucks on that game.” 

In his heart, he is stuck 
somewhere between 10 and 12. 
Part Peter Pan, part Incredible 
Hulk, Urlacher is forever goofing 
with teammates, playing pranks 
and keeping the locker room 
loose. He has set a lighthearted 


tone for what could be football’s 
finest team. Wiffle Ball in the 
locker room, scaring people, 
knocking teammates’ playbooks 
off their desks during meetings. 
Urlacher is behind all of it. 

Typical day at Halas Hall. 
Urlacher is in the linebackers 
room ostensibly watching tape. 
Ogunleye walks by. Urlacher: 
“Come in here, Wale, I want you to 
see this play.” Ogunleye enters 
and sits. Urlacher lets out a 
high-pitched “cukoooo,” also 
known as the linebackers’ 
“distress” call. Before Ogunleye 
can look up, he is surrounded by 
seven linebackers, who are ready 
to administer a playful beating. 

Yes, he’s a fun playmate. But 
there is more to it. 

You see, in the athlete you and I 
could never be, we can see 
ourselves. Yes, we can actually 
see ourselves. Or at least the 
parts of ourselves we would like 
to see. 

And somewhere in that mystery 
lies the explanation for the 
popularity of Brian Urlacher. SN 


For more on Brian Urlacher, visit 


For those who want the purest HD experience imaginable, introducing the new Pioneer PureVision plasma display. 


Innovative technology, enhanced color and crisp image reproduction—even with fast-moving scenes—creating the 
most stunning, 3D-like picture fo Come Out of our engineering labs. It’s time to see High Definition in a whole new way. 
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On the road again 


© you want to be an 

NFL scout? Think you Itinerary: Fort Collins to Boulder; 

would enjoy driving y Boulder to Fort Collins 

long distances by ' DA Miles driven: 113 

yourself? Sitting for School visited: Colorado (for a game 
hours in a dark room against Texas Tech) 
watching game tapes? Know C.O.; His firstname is 
Migrating from one town to Cosimo, but he has been called C.0. H 
the next, grabbing a bite to since he was in high school. 
eat when you can (often at a —— 
fast-food restaurant), 
sleeping in a hotel—then 
getting up the next morning 
and doing it all over again? 

That’s the life a scout leads. 

“People want our jobs until they find 
out what we do,” says C.O. Brocato, 
the national coordinator of college 
scouting for the Titans. 

From mid-August through 
November, Brocato, 77, spends most of 
his time traveling to colleges, studying 
players and writing reports in 
preparation for the draft. His territory Itinerary: Raton to Boulder, Colo. 
is the central United States and parts Miles driven: 251 
of the West. It includes Colorado, School visited: Colorado 
Kansas, Louisiana, Nebraska, New Players studied: Six, including K Mason Crosby 


Mexico, Oklahoma, Texas, Wyoming Know €.0.: He and his wife, Lucy, have been 
“and whatever else is in between.” 


‘ married for 53 years. They have a daughter, Becky. W hi J 
His agenda a © Ss 
usually is the same Se aoe 


at each school. He 


Sees! as 


COLORADO STATE MEDIA RELATIONS 


Laramie to Fort Collins, Colo. 
Miles driven: 203 

School visited: Wyoming 
Players studied: Four, including LT Chase Jo 
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Itinerary: Boulder to Laramie, Wyo.; ; 
' 
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was good”—on his satellite radio. 


studies tape, talks 4 Itinerary: Las Cruces to Albuquerque, N.M.; 
with coaches and A= 7 Albuquerque to Raton, N.M. 

trainers, then (7 Sie P| Miles driven: 453 

watches practice. School visited: New Mexico 


At night, when he 
gets to his hotel, he 
types reports on his 
laptop. : 
At first, Brocato (asia 
balked at usinga DAVIDIBENTAN 
computer—he had written out his 
reports for yearssaggas ieee Itinerary: El Paso to Las Cruces, N.M. 
manager Floyd Reese convinced him Miles driven: 47 
to embrace the wired world. “He said, School visited: New Mexico State 
GHIve Rout Ony Dei Uceb  ieeo aos Players studied: Two, including WR Aikeem Jolla 
writing,’ ” says Brocato, chuckling. Know C.0.: Brocato reminisces with Aggies 
Recently, Brocato took one of his head coach Hal Mumme, whom he coached at 


longest trips of the year, a 12-day, Texas-Arlington in the early 1970s. 
3,051-mile odyssey during which he 


drove through seven states, visited 
11 schools, watched tape of 49 players 
and ate too many hamburgers. 

Come along for the ride—and then 
let us know if you still want the job. 


Know C.0.: Now in his 32nd season with the 
Titans, he was on the preliminary list of nominees for 
election to the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 2005. 


Players studied: Three, including OL Robert re 


Itinerary: Arlington, Texas, to El Paso, Texas 
Miles driven: 620 

School visited: UTEP 

Players studied: Six, including QB Jordan Palmer 
(Carson's little brother) 

Know C.0.; An early bird (even at home he usually 


rises by 4:45), Brocato leaves Arlington at 2:30 a.m. 


MARK LAMBIE 


20 . SPORTING NEWS . 11/10/06 


If 3,000-mile tre 
Manhattan, Kan., don’t rev yo 
keep your day job and leave c 
the Titans’ C.0. Brocato By! 
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Saanae Itinerary: Fort Collins to Omaha, Neb.; Omaha to Lincoln, Neb. 
Miles driven: 603 
& School visited: Nebraska-Omaha 
Players studied: Two, including TE Zac Herold 
Know’G.0.;: On scouting trips, he drives a 2005 Mercury 
Grand Marquis. At home, he drives an '86 Chevy Caprice 
(originally used for scouting), which is painted Titans blue. 


Omaha 
= nA SSeS Saree eects 
SSS eae a Miles driven: 4 
School visited: Nebraska 
Tope! Players studied: 10, including DE Adam Carriker 
Manhattan 2 Know C.0.; He's considered the father of the 


3-cone drill, which has become a staple at the 
NFL Scouting Combine. 


ee ee ee ee ae eee a 


C O ? cn sha 
| Te Itinerary: Manhattan to 


i] Topeka, Kan.; Topeka to 


Itinerary: Lincoln to Manhattan, Kan. 
Miles driven: 139 

School visited: Kansas State 

Players studied: Seven, including 


7h a Lawrence, Kan. NT Quintin Echols 
Miles driven: 87 Know C.0.:"“\'ve been eatin’ junk 
School visited: Washburn food for two days, so | found me a nice 
Players studied: Two, little buffet. I’m having some macaroni 
including CB Fletcher Terrell and cheese, a big salad and some 


Know C.0.:“I'm ready to fried chicken.” 


go home. Two weeks on the 
ace e ne wnennenn road is enough.’ 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

DAY Itinerary: Lawrence to Arlington 
Miles driven: 529 
School visited: Kansas * 
Players studied: Three, including RB Jon Cornish | 97 
Arlington Know C.0.: On the day before the draft, he ? 


cooks a big Italian meal for everyone in the 
Titans organization. 
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They'll be talking 
about it for years— 
how the Cardinals, 
the team everyone 
counted out, 
became the last 
one standing 

By Sean Deveney 


ed Schoendienst, who 
spent almost 30 years as a 
Cardinals manager and 
player, is cracking a smile. 
He is 83 now, a special 
assistant to Cards general 
manager Walt Jocketty, 
which, as far as Schoendienst can 
tell, means his job is to hit fungoes 
and avoid injury. 

Standing on the Busch Stadium 
infield before the start of Game 4 of 
the 2006 World Series, in full uniform 
(he still wears No. 2) and toting a 
bat that looks as if it might have 
been used during his rookie year, 
Schoendienst considers the changes 
in today’s game. He settles on the 
fact that World Series payouts now 
run about 120 times higher than 
they did 60 years ago. 

“When we won the World Series in 
(1946), I am not exactly sure what 
the check was, but it was around 
$3,000,” Schoendienst says. “Players 
today, you have to remind them of 
that. You have to make sure they 
know their history.” 

There was no shortage of history 
in St. Louis last week, where the 
Cardinals won a World Series for the 
books. Around the new Busch 
Stadium, it was nearly impossible 
not to bump into some baseball 
great or another, impossible not to 
find yourself regaled with baseball 
lore. The Tigers-Cardinals matchup 
paired two of baseball’s oldest 
franchises and evoked (for 
St. Louisans) painful memories of 
1968, when St. Louis—managed by 
Schoendienst—frittered away a 3-1 
Series lead to Detroit. 


A happy bunch of Redbirds 
celebrates win No. 94. Of course, 
that total includes the unexpected 
11 they earned in the postseason. 
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SURGEON GENERAL WARNING: 
Cigars Are Not A Safe Alternative To 
Cigarettes. 
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www.cigarworld.com 
© 2006 General Cigar Co., Inc. 


The timeless rhythms of the game of baseball 
never change. Neither do the uncompromising 


steps that make every Macanudo the last word 
in smooth, mellow taste. And that’s how MACAN U DO. 
Macanudo inspires the passion that makes it An American Passion. 


America’s best-selling premium cigar. THE BEST-SELLING PREMIUM CIGAR IN AMERICA. 


Imported from the Dominican Republic in four distinctive tastes. 
MACANUDO CAFE / MACANUDO ROBUST / MACANUDO MADURO / MACANUDO VINTAGE 
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While Schoendienst was speaking, another 
Hall of Famer, Lou Brock, was preparing to 
throw out the ceremonial first pitch—a game 
after Hall of Famer Ozzie Smith had done so 
and a game ahead of Hall of Famer Stan 
Musial. Add Tim McCarver, Joe Garagiola and 
non-Cardinals Hall of Famers Joe Morgan and 
Hank Aaron, and the off-the-field scene in 


St. Louis was one out of baseball’s who’s who. 


On the field, this series—heavy on rain and 
light on television ratings—also was one of 
note. File it under Bizarre. No question, the 
Cardinals have one of the most devout fan 
bases in baseball, and after a 24-year 
championship drought, those fans gladly will 
accept a championship, no matter how odd. 
But even the faithful had to raise some 
eyebrows as the Cardinals, sad sacks for 


much of the season’s second half, trashed 
the Tigers thanks to incredible performances 
from didn’t-see-that-coming players. 

Take your pick for most improbable: 

i St. Louis had 83 regular-season 
victories, the fewest of any World Series 
champion. The Cardinals were 12-17 in 
September and October—3-9 to close the 
season—and watched a seven-game lead 
dwindle to a half-game before being handed 
a playoff spot on the season’s final day. The 
Cardinals came into the World Series off a 
seven-game NLCS that taxed their rotation 
and faced a 95-win Tigers team that had won 
seven straight playoff games. But the 
Cardinals knocked Detroit around in five 
games, outscoring the Tigers, 22-11. 

After closer Jason Isringhausen 


There's more to Eckstein than meets the eye 


Tigers manager Jim Leyland is not buying it. During an era in which shortstops have taken on 
matinee idol dimensions, Cardinals shortstop David Eckstein is so physically unimposing—he’s 5-7 
and 165 pounds—he immediately is nudged into the category of overachiever. No player, it's assumed, 
of Eckstein’s stature and Dennis the Menace looks could possibly be among the best shortstops in the 
game; thus, every success he has is chalked up to intangibles such as toughness and grit. 

Leyland does not want to hear it. “The No. 1 thing about Eckstein is that people don’t give him 


credit for the amount of talent he has,” Leyland says. 


“| think what happens is because he is smaller in physical structure, everybody thinks that there’s 
this cute little kid, doesn’t have a lot of talent, but (he’s a) nice kid, plays hard, hustles. Believe me, 


there’s more to this guy than that.” 


There was a lot more to Eckstein in the World Series. After starting out O-for-10, hindered by injuries 
to his shoulder and hamstring and a concussion, Eckstein finished 8-for-22 and earned Series MVP 
honors. He also captured his second ting, his first coming with the Angels in 2002. Eckstein is 
beginning to look like a player who somehow wills his team to win: He has played six major league 
seasons, and he has been in the postseason in four of them. 

Eckstein was brilliant in Game 4; he had four hits and twice drove in runs with two outs. But even 
on that night, Eckstein had a detractor, someone who chalked up his accomplishments to intangibles 
and good fortune. One of his hits was a grounder to third base. Another was a fly ball to center field 
that dropped after Detroit's Curtis Granderson slipped and fell on the outfield grass. Yet another was a 
line drive that glanced off the glove of left fielder Craig Monroe, who was playing Eckstein shallow. 

The detractor? Eckstein himself. “I don’t know if those were the prettiest ones, the swinging bunt, 
and then Curtis slipping in center, and then the one just barely finding grass,’ Eckstein says. “It’s nice 


to actually have a little luck involved.” —S.D. 
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Jake — 
them out 

to the 
ballgame. 


MACANUDO ASCOTS 


Perfect for when you 
want a Macanudo 


but don’t have much time. 


Available in convenient tins. 


MACANUDO 


An American Passion. 


Victory seemed to be 
just beyond the 
Tigers’ grasp, as 


outfielders Curtis 
Granderson (above) 
and Craig Monroe 
(below) can attest. 
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underwent season-ending hip 
surgery in September, manager 
Tony La Russa was forced to take 
the bubble-gum-and-chicken-wire 
approach with his bullpen. 
Rookie Adam Wainwright became 
the closer, and another rookie, 
Tyler Johnson, became the top 
lefthanded setup man. 
Wainwright had just three saves 
in his big-league career entering 
the playoffs, but he earned four in 
five postseason chances and 
worked 9% scoreless innings. 
Johnson had a 1.23 ERA and 12 
strikeouts in 7/4 playoff innings. 
The bullpen posted a 1.00 ERA 
against Detroit. 

® The Cardinals bookended 
the World Series with offbeat 
record-setters. St. Louis sent 
out rookie Anthony Reyes, a 
five-game winner in the regular 
season, in the opener. That’s the 
lowest regular-season win total 
by a World Series Game 1 starter. 
Reyes won, allowing two runs in 
eight innings. St. Louis closed the 
series in Game 5 with Jeff Weaver, 
whose career seemed adrift when 
the Angels sent him to St. Louis 
for minor league outfielder Terry 
Evans at midseason. But Weaver 


looked reborn against the Tigers 
and baffled them with his slider 
and his variety of arm angles. He, 


too, allowed two runs in eight 
innings and had the worst 


With 


regular-season ERA (5.76) of any 
winner of a World Series clincher. 
Throw in catcher Yadier 
Molina, who batted .216 in the 
regular season (he hit .412 in the 


“a 


te 
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the middle of St. Louis’ order once again was fearsome. 
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Detroit's pitchers know the drill: They'll 
pay for their mistakes come spring 


The Tigers failed to finish off their dream season with a championship, but 
they did accomplish one thing: They brought the letters PFP to the sporting 
public’s attention. PFP is baseball-speak for pitchers fielding practice, one of 
spring training’s more tedious exercises. Tigers pitchers made five errors in the 
Series, which should be enough to increase focus on PFP throughout the league. 
“Obviously, next spring when we talk about PFP none of the pitchers will be 
bitching about it Tigers manager Jim Leyland says. 

The Tigers hurt themselves in numerous ways during the Series—they batted 
.199, they were horrible in clutch situations, they drew just eight walks and they 
struck out 37 times. But the fielding meltdown by the pitchers hurt Detroit the 


most. —S.D. 
The situation 


=) Sixth inning, 

runner on first, 
no outs, 
Cardinals 
leading, 4-1. 


Ninth inning, 
runner on 
second, two 
outs, Tigers 
leading, 3-0. 


} Seventh 
inning, runners 
§ on first and 
second, no 
outs, 
Cardinals 
bal leading, 2-0. 


Seventh 
inning, runner 
mH) on second, no 
‘—} outs, Tigers 
= leading, 3-2. 


Fourth inning, 
runners on 
first and 
second, one 
out, Tigers 
leading, 2-1. 


dé 
| 
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The play 


Tigers starter Justin Verlander 
makes a bad pickoff throw, 
which allows Albert Pujols to 
advance to third. 


Cardinals outfielder Juan 
Encarnacion hits a grounder 
back to closer Todd Jones, who 
does not field it cleanly. 


Pujols hits a comebacker to 
reliever Joel Zumaya, who 
makes a poor choice by 
throwing to third to get the 
lead runner, David Eckstein. 
Zumaya’s throw is well off 
target, which sends third 
baseman Brandon Inge diving 
in vain. 


Reliever Fernando Rodney 
picks up a sacrifice bunt by 
Cardinals outfielder So Taguchi 
and seems to try to throw it 
over Taguchi’s head. He throws 
it over second baseman 
Placido Polanco’s head, too. 


Cardinals pitcher Jeff Weaver 
lays down a sacrifice bunt. 

, who has plenty of 
time to get a forceout at third, 
rushes his throw and the ball 
sails past Inge. 


The aftermath 


Pujols scores on a 
single by Jim 
Edmonds two pitches 
later, which seals the 
game. 


On the next pitch, 
Jones yields a 
run-scoring double to 
Edmonds, which puts 
the tying run on base. 


Eckstein and Preston 
Wilson score 
insurance runs on the 
play. 


Eckstein scores the 
tying run on the play. 
Taguchi later scores 
on a single by Wilson, 
which puts St. Louis 
up, 4-3. 


Yadier Molina scores 
on the play and 
Taguchi advances 

to third. Taguchi 

then scores on a 
groundout by the next 
batter, Eckstein. 
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Series, naturally) and, ina 
backhanded way, this Cardinals 
team is stamped in baseball 
history. It’s either the worst World 
Series champ or the best 83-win 
team in history. This was neither a 
juggernaut nor a team of destiny. It 
had help from the Tigers, who left 
53 runners on base and 
committed eight errors. Until the 
playoffs, this was not a quality 
club by Cardinals standards. The 
win total was the franchise’s 
lowest in seven years, and it came 
after consecutive 100-win seasons 
that produced one World Series 
berth, which ended in a 
forgettable sweep by the Red Sox. 
“No, this was not an easy year and 
not the team you’d expect to be 
the one to get us here,” Jocketty 
says. “It was a tough year, a hard 
year. But we had some gritty guys. 
We had survivors. We needed 
them.” 

Some Cardinals registered the 
usual complaints about a lack of 
respect from the national media, 
but more levelheaded Redbirds 
saw their dash to World Series 
rings for what it was: a freakish 
opportunity seized. It was the 
product of well-timed roster 
cohesiveness after a season of 
upheaval and of a playoff system 
that, for better or worse, can erase 
a season of struggles—or a season 
of excellence—in just a few weeks. 
These Cardinals need not 
apologize for their place in 
history. But there’s no shame in 
admitting the unlikelihood of it all. 
Third baseman Scott Rolen, 
soaked in champagne after a frigid 
Game 5, says, “We were a 
mishmash all year. I can’t explain 
this. No one can. I mean, we were 
terrible in September. Terrible. 
Who knew this would happen?” 

Rolen, the No. 5 hitter (or No. 4 
or No. 6), was emblematic of the 
Cardinals’ season. After a good 
start, he was particularly terrible 
as the club bottomed out late. He 
hit .227 in September while 
battling a persistent shoulder 
problem. Making matters worse, 
cleanup hitter Jim Edmonds— 
except against lefthanders, when 
he hit sixth—was slow to come 
back after a concussion, had to 
deal with a painful foot injury and 
struggled with a shoulder that 
may require surgery. Though 
injuries tagged much of the roster, 
the middle-of-the-order injuries 
were most damaging because the 
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Series, but manager Tony La Russa sure didn’t 


Molina (above) broke out the lumber in October after his went 
through a summer slumber. Pujols (below) didn’t have a big World 


care. 
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Cardinals lacked protection for 
baseball’s best hitter, Albert Pujols. 
Edmonds and Rolen returned 
to form as the playoffs wore on. In 

the fourth inning of Game 3, 
Edmonds delivered a 2-run 
double to give the Cardinals all 
the scoring they would need. In 
Game 5, Rolen provided a big 
insurance run with a 2-out hit in 
the seventh. They batted .333 
combined in the Series and 
boosted Pujols while the Tigers 
pitched him with excessive 
caution. (Pujols hit just .200 in the 
Series but walked seven times 
and was hit by a pitch.) 

“We can’t let teams pitch 
around Albert,” says shortstop 
David Eckstein, the Series MVP. 
“Teams are going to do that, but 
we need to make them pay, and 
with everything (Edmonds and 
Rolen) went through this year, it 
was hard to be consistent.” 

Until the postseason, at least. 
Wainwright, the man with the 
nasty curveball, acknowledged 
that it was easy to underestimate 
the Cardinals “because we were 
so untested. There were a lot of 
things no one was sure about.” 
The rebuilt bullpen, the 3-4-5 
hitters, the contributions of 
Eckstein (who hit .250 after the 
All-Star break but .364 in the World 
Series), Molina’s bat, the reliability 
of Reyes and Weaver—these were 
unknowns four weeks ago. But 
those Redbirds had all the right 
answers, and the club’s run 
should inspire even the lowliest of 
future playoff qualifiers. 

“That is the lesson to take out 
of this postseason,” says Morgan, 
an analyst for ESPN. “Any of the 
eight teams that make it can win 
it. No one thought the Cardinals 
had a chance to be here.” 

Ah, but the Cardinals were 
there and they cashed in, etching 
a legacy, however unusual, in 
baseball’s annals. It’s a legacy 
that dictates nothing—not 
crippled bats, not an excess of 
spare parts, not a Titanic of a 
September—prohibits anyone 
from hoisting the World Series 
trophy. Heck, after watching 
Pujols hold it in the chilly infield 
of Busch Stadium, young A.J. 
Pujols told his dad he was glad he 
had won the trophy. Now, A.J. 
said, he could take the trophy to 
school. “We went through a lot as 
a team,” Pujols says. “But now 
look where we are.” SN 


Todd Jones 


Come to think of it, this wasn't all bad 


rica 


Jeff Weaver is settling into the top of the 
eighth inning when it starts to hit me. I'm sitting 
in the bullpen at Busch Stadium, and images 
start flashing through my mind ... 

All the time at spring training. All the plane 
trips and late nights in the hotels thinking 
about the games. 

All of the scouting reports we had to know 
backward and forward. All the friends we 
made along the way. All the media that went 
from crushing us to singing our praises. All 
the games over .500 we were and how the 
season almost slipped away. 

How we were supposed to be the sacrificial 
lamb in New York. How Cory Lidle and I had 
joked about the poker tournament he was 
going to host in the Yankees’ clubhouse while 
they were waiting for the next round. How we 
swept the A's in four games to put me into my 
first World Series. How it all ended on October 
27 as the Cardinals beat the Tigers four games 
to one in winning their 10th world title. 

What is weird is how suddenly it ended. A 
season | had spent with the same group of 
guys since February had become a side note 
to the fact that Tigers pitchers can’t field their 
position. 

So the Tigers lost the World Series that in 
spring training they had a snowball’s chance in 
you-know-where of playing in. Excuse me for 
not thinking it’s the end of the world. The 
Tigers were 20 games under .500 in 2005 and 
now they want to beat us up because we kicked 
some balls in the World Series. Losing the 


Bankof America 


\ my my me 


World Series leaves you feeling empty, but you 
know what? You have to get there to lose it. 

The experience gained by these players on 
both teams is immeasurable, and to be 
honest, the Tigers are back on the map as far 
as being a destination for free agents. This 
organization has made up for lost time in a big 
way, and we'll be better for it. Playing in the 
World Series is the crowning accomplishment 
for any player. The way we played once we 
got there is not the way you win 
championships. You must do the little things. 

Now, Adam Wainwright is starting the ninth. 
He gets an out, then another and before long, 
he gets the last out. Boom. Pandemonium all 
around, but it doesn’t involve me. 

I find myself wanting to watch anyway. 
After all, this team that is jumping up and 
down just beat my team. But then I see 
someone | played with on their side and I feel 
happy for them. They’ve worked just as hard 
to get here and played well enough to deserve 
to celebrate. 

As | walk off the field, the confetti hits my 
face, and it ain’t Tigers blue and white. It’s 
Cardinals red. Then I realize I won't have to go 
to the ballpark for a while. I’m free to go. Go 
and ponder the “what ifs.” It’s the World 
Series, and my team has been beaten. As I 
walk in from the bullpen, I look at the 
out-of-town scoreboard and it doesn’t have 
any scores on it. I realize that my team has 
played in the last game of the 2006 season. 

That’s not too bad of a feeling, either. 


ie Todd Jones is a reliever for the Tigers. E-mail him at tiones @sportingnews.com. 
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BRIAN URLACHER The fans’ man NFL DRAFT Racking up miles with a college scout 


The Cardinals 
reign in 
October 


5 


TRADITION 


Celebrate the Cardinals’ 
World Series title— 
and baseball in St. Louis— 
with a 


Order just the World Series cover, 
or create a package of 
SN covers featuring the Redbirds. 
Each print is 8'2 x 1042— 
perfect for framing—and comes 
on semigloss photographic paper. 
The price is $35 plus 
$4.95 shipping and handling. 


Order by calling 314-485-6387, 
or e-mail 


sgietsch@sportingnews.com. 


Please allow 2-3 weeks for delivery. 
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For the Cardinals, 
meaver #5. Suppan 
S a tough pitching 


Teams with a chance in 
2007 to give baseball 
its eighth champion in 
eight years 


1 


Mets. All they need is a 
No. 1 starter, and money 


m atchu p a won't be a problem in 
2 helping them obtain one. 
2 Free-agent lefthander 
z doesn't seem like someone who 
Besides the first name, the Cardinals he pitched ote REAR A 
Jeff Weaver and Jeff Suppan at least 188 innings, and would benefit from 3 reunion 
have plenty in common. his highest ERA was 4.16. with his old pitching coach 
Both are veteran Edge: Weaver. Rick Peterson 3 
righthanders who pitched AKEUP. Suppan is : 


exceptionally for the 
Cardinals in the postseason. 
Both went to high school in 
Southern California. They're 
close in age—Suppan is 31, 
Weaver 30. Neither has been 
on the disabled list—ever. 

And there’s this: Because 
of their outstanding 
Octobers, both figure to 
cash in as free agents this 
offseason. 

Now for a difference: 
Because of their rising price 
tags, only one is likely to be 
re-signed by the Cardinals. 

FF. Though Weaver 
admits he’s lost a few mph 


os ; 
Weaver (top) has the stuff; Suppan has the 
makeup. The Cardinals may have to choose. 


unflappable on the mound. 
Weaver is more emotional, 
the kind of pitcher who has 
been known to glare at 
teammates for defensive 
miscues. When Weaver 
struggled after first coming 
to the Cardinals, his 
shoulders would slump and 
he would trudge around the 
mound like a lost soul with 
the whole world against 
him. But as his pitching 
improved, so did his 
presence on the mound. He 
handled the hoopla of the 
playoffs like a savvy veteran. 
One major league scout, 
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on his fastball, he still works in the low 90s. Weaver 
keeps hitters off-balance by varying his release point 
from three-quarters to low three-quarters, and he 
doesn’t lose velocity when he drops down. Suppan 
relies on command and a sinking fastball that he 
throws in the upper 80s. He is adept at repeating his 
mechanics, the main reason for his admirable 


however, cautions that he’d still be concerned about 
Weaver maintaining his performance after he signs a 
multiyear deal. Edge: Suppan. 

3 | ;. Weaver needs to work where Dave 
Duncan is the pitching coach, and that’s St. Louis. 
The Cardinals, however, would be wise to choose 
Weaver only if his price is considerably lower than 


Athletics. They had more 
Die their share of injuries in 

2006, so they should be due 
for some good fortune. If Rich 


Harden finally stays healthy, he will 
more than offset the anticipated loss 


consistency. In each of his three seasons with Suppan’s. —Stan McNeal of Zito. 
es Twins. But if Francisco Liriano 
a opts for elbow surgery, forget 
‘em. 


Opponents’ batting average against 
Cardinals closer Adam Wainwright in the 
postseason. A rookie who did not start closing 


umbers 


Braves. Bob Wickman’s 
arrival fixed their bullpen; the 


; i inwri - , rotation will get a boost if 
Errors Hits by until late September, Wainwright did not give ‘ 
‘ ; up a run in his first 924 playoff innings. Tim Hudson returns to form and 
Tees eed Leite s eee a . Mike Hampton returns successfully 
in the World Placido Cardinals third baseman Scott LS beeen HL 
Series, which is Polanco, the Rolen’s batting average (8-for-19) in the i fee pia 
one more than MVP of the World Series. In 2004, Rolen went 0-for-15 in : 
2 the Reds’ Tigers’ sweep in __ the Series. Dodgers. Their mix of talented 
_ 2 pitchers made the ALCS, in his kids and established veterans 
g in 162 games 17 at-bats of Days to the 2007 Sunday night may be better than the 
© during the the World season opener, if you're reading this on Braves’, but the Dodgers don't have 
H2 regularseason. _Series. Thursday, November 2. —S.M. John Smoltz. —S.M. 
<= 
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TUNDRA DRIVER JACK SPRAGUE GETS A WIN FOR CON-WAY FREIGHT. 


FROM POLE TO VICTORY CIRCLE: — 
SPRAGUE DOMINATES MARTINSVILLE. 


Jack Sprague has won a lot of races on his way to capturing his three NASCAR Craftsman 
Truck Series Championships. But until last weekend, he'd never won at Martinsville, the 
legendary Virginia track nicknamed "The Paperclip" for its distinctive shape. After winning 
the pole, Sprague used the power of his Wyler Racing No. 60 Tundra, sponsored by Con-way 
Freight, to fend off runner-up David Starr of Red Horse Racing and take the checkered flag. 
Congratulations to you and your crew, Jack. To find out more, visit toyota.com/NCTS. 


The NASCAR Crattsman Truck Series logo is a trademark owned by the National Association 
for Stock Car Auto Racing, Inc. and Sears, Roebuck and Co. ©2006 Toyota Motor Sates, U.S.A, Inc. 
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INSIDER 


mhayes @sportingnews.com 


There's more to life than working at 7-Eleven. 


Ore has taken a big gulp of responsibility 


e begin in the heat and 
humility of a 
warehouse in 
Chesapeake, Va., where 
a young man with all 
the answers finally realized he 
knew a whole lot about nothing. 

It would've been so easy for 
this to be one of those news 
flashes we see too often, one of 
those senseless stories in which a 
kid who has it all pisses it away 
because, really, who is anyone to 
tell him what’s right and wrong? 

Instead of becoming Ramonce 
Taylor or Rhett Bomar or, God 
forbid, Maurice Clarett, Branden 
Ore became someone who Saw it 
all slipping away at Virginia Tech 
and somehow found a way back. 
In, of all places, a 7-Eleven 
warehouse. 

Funny what packing and 
loading crates onto trucks—while 
your childhood friends chirp in 
your ear that you'll never make 
it—will do for a 20-year-old. 

“The whole situation made me 
see the bigger picture,” Ore says. 

Too often we celebrate the 
thug in sports. We want the 
mugshots and police blotter and 
the outlandish and overbearing 
as much or more than the 
touchdown highlights. We pounce 
on the problem child, squeeze the 
story for all it’s worth, then forge 
ahead toward the next misstep. 

Meanwhile, we miss change 


swimming back against the 
current. 

Ten months ago, Ore was one 
step from being kicked off the 
team, one step from everything 
that’s wrong with glamorizing and 
canonizing athletes. He was 
constantly late to meetings, he 
was missing class, he wasn’t 
working hard, he was selfish. He 
was, he likes to say, “being a 
knucklehead.” 

“I call it being a turd,” says 
Tech running backs coach Billy 
Hite. 

Now Ore is the first back in 
Tech history to rush for more 
than 200 yards in back-to-back 
games—the latest coming last 
week against a Clemson defense 
that was seventh in the nation in 
rush defense before yet another 
step in Ore’s comeback. 

Ten months ago, he was staring 
at the reality of going nowhere. 
Now he’s 61 yards shy of 1,000 
with five games to play, and Hite 
says if Ore’s head stays straight, 
he could be a better college—and 
pro—tailback than former Tech 
All-American Kevin Jones. 

And as much as anything, Ore 
has become what just about 
everyone thought he couldn't be. 

For all intents, Ore was done at 
Tech at the end of last season. His 
aching shoulder needed 
surgery—he played while the 
joint kept popping in and out— 


Trying to contain Ore is tougher than finishing a Slurpee before it 


and his grade-point average had 
him treading near ineligibility. He 
was pouting, he was destructive, 
and he was becoming an attitude 
problem that was affecting the 
entire team. 

So Hite brought Ore into his 
office and told him he needed a 
break, told him to take a semester 


es ~ 
melts, 
off to see how badly he wanted to 
return. Although Tech coach 
Frank Beamer never publicly said 
Ore was suspended, there was 
little doubt he wouldn't be part of 
the team until he proved 
otherwise. 

We all eventually hit that fork 
in the road, where the route 


GENE DALTON / ROANOKE TIMES / AP 


Oregon 30, Wake Forest 24, Virginia Tech 23, Wisconsin 23, Oklahoma 34, Ohio State 38, 
Washington 20 Boston College 23 Miami 14 Penn State 21 Texas A&M 17 Illinois 10. 
The Pac-10 race is Hey, what's another An overlooked—and Quarterback John The first chance of The Illini are playing 
presents wide open, and the strange twist to telling—number: Stocco and the the season for better, and Ohio 
Ducks can’t look a wild yet The Hokies have Badgers’ passing Texas A&M to make _— State could be 
Hi AYES’ past the Huskies to underwhelming won seven of their game will exploit a statement... looking ahead ... 
their showdown race in the ACC? past 11 against the Penn State pfffft. wait, who am | 
6-PACK Bits: Miami. secondary. kidding? 
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continues to meander or where 
the journey finally takes shape. 
The choice is defining. 

“My friends back home, I know 
what they were thinking,” Ore 
says. “There’s nothing back there 
for me. Nothing but trouble.” 

Ore returned to school in July, 
re-enrolled and joined the team 
buried deep on the depth chart. 
Later that month, Beamer sat at a 
table at a posh Florida resort 
talking about a change in attitude 
for the Hokies. He wasn’t putting 
up with crap (see: Vick, Marcus) 
and was taking specific steps to 
change his team’s philosophy. 

“T'm not sure about Branden 
Ore,” he said that day. “I'll believe 
it when I see it.” 

Last week, after the Hokies 
ruined Clemson’s BCS chances 
and saved their own season, Ore 
was the last player into the locker 
room after fans stormed the field. 
He turned down a national 
television interview to be with his 
mother, then celebrated through 
a conga line of students chanting 
his name. 

“Working at that place was the 
best thing that ever happened to 
him,” Hite says. “He changed his 
life around.” 

Sometimes, the problem child 
really can be saved. There is little 
doubt who the ACC’s best player 
is: the guy who used to work for 
7-Eleven. SN 


€& BLOG ALERT 


If | were Charlie 

Weis, I’d lay off 
the complaining— 
especially 
considering the Irish 
schedule looks 
weaker with each 
passing week. 


Fight with Matt Hayes about the 
Irish at sportingnews.com. 


eK 


Lee is a dual threat—and the 
Seminoles need all the threats 3 
they can get. F 
| 
VA 


y 4 
Let's all welcome Wake Forest to the 
big time. At No. 24, the Deacons are 
the 71st team to be ranked in the i 
BCS poll since its inception in 1998. 1) 
Wake, 7-1, finishes the season with | 
home games against Boston College ~s 
(this weekend) and Virginia Tech and road 
games against Florida State and Maryland. 
Bottom line for the surprise team of the nation: Win 
out, win the ACC championship game and then 
advance to a BCS bowl game. We'll find out this week if 
Wake is for real. Boston College has become the 
league's team to beat, and this will be only the second 
game in Groves Stadium history between two 
nationally ranked teams (a Wake win against Auburn in 
1979 was the other). Wait, it gets better: The 
single-season victory record for Wake is eight, set in 
1944 and 1992. Two wins in the final month of the 
season will put this group at the top of 118 years of 
Demon Deacons football. > lowa State athletic 
director Jamie Pollard refuses to talk about the future 
of coach Dan McCarney, which, of course, means the 
McCarney era in Ames likely is over. lowa State blew 
chances to win the Big 12 North Division in 2004 
and '05, and the Cyclones have lost their first five 
league games this season by an average of 19.8 
points. When Pollard was hiring a men’s basketball 
coach last spring, he landed Greg McDermott from 
Northern lowa. Pollard said then that McDermott’s 
Midwestern background was important. A possible 
hire this time for football: Northern lowa’s Mark 
Farley, who has won at least 10 games in three of 
his past five seasons at NIU and has Midwestern 
roots. Another selling point: His team nearly won— 
losing by a point—at lowa State in September. > 
There is no question in the Florida State quarterback 
debate: The Seminoles must play Xavier Lee over 
struggling—and now dinged (tendinitis in his right 
foot)—Drew Weatherford. FSU was a dropped pass 


Fe 


a = — 


to Greg Carr (inside the 10) from setting up a 
chip-shot field goal to tie last week’s game against 
Maryland, or possibly from winning the game with a 
couple more chances at the end zone. Lee played in 
horrible conditions—frigid temperatures and strong 
winds—and didn’t throw an interception. His throws 
were crisp and, for the most part, accurate, and his 
dual-threat ability gives the ‘Noles another weapon. 
> Southern California’s loss to Oregon State 
highlighted a problem that has been dogging its 
offense since fall camp: QB John David 
Booty’s penchant to throw through 
a passing lanes. Booty’s final pass— 
s | a 2-point conversion that would’ve 
' 


CHRIS GARDNER / AP 


tied the game—was tipped at the 
line of scrimmage and fell short 
1) of WR Dwayne Jarrett. USC 
doesn’t keep tipped-ball 
» — statistics, but there were far 
4 too many in the first half of the 
===" season. The challenge for 
quarterbacks coach Steve Sarkisian in the 
season’s final two months is to tweak Booty’'s 
mechanics without affecting the only constant in the 
team’s offense. > Going into this season, many NFL 
scouts called BYU QB John Beck a “camp arm’ In 
other words, a guy who throws to receivers in camp to 
keep the starter’s arm from getting tired and eventually 
is cut. Now Beck is beginning to change opinions. Says 
one AFC scout: “He’s not mobile, but he has shown he 
can slide around, and he’s accurate and his throws 
have more zip on them.’ More important for BYU, Beck 
has the Cougars in prime position to return to the top 
of the Mountain West. In his past four games, he has 
thrown for 1,096 yards and 14 touchdowns—and just 
one interception. He's playing better than any pure 
pocket passer in the nation, and BYU is a couple of 
plays from being unbeaten. 


Texas A&M has the quietest 8-1 record on the planet, a 
number that means coach Dennis Franchione should be 
safe, right? Well, the Aggies face Oklahoma, Nebraska 
and Texas in November—three games that will dictate 
Franchione'’s future. 


| don't want to open up a can of hash, but if that official 
hadn't blown that call in the Oregon game, Oklahoma 
would be one of those one-loss teams begging for help. 
Actually, | said it just to raise the collective blood 
pressure in Norman. 


Give some love to Temple. The Owls snapped a 20-game 
losing streak behind a stout defense, a thrill-a-minute 
offense and gutty special teams. So they did it against 
horrible Bowling Green—what difference does that make? 
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SN’s 12 5 & Half the size, twice the sizzle 


Rk. Team (last week) W-L Next up TV (all times Eastern) 
1. Ohio State (1) 9-0 at Illinois, 11/4 3:30 p.m., ESPN2 

The Illini this week, Northwestern next week ... can’t we just skip ahead to the Michigan game? 
2. Michigan (2) 9-0 Ball State, 11/4 Noon, ESPNU 

The Fightin’ Lettermans? Yeah, that'll help the ol’ BCS rating. 
3. West Virginia (3) 7-0 at Louisville, 11/2 7:30 p.m., ESPN 

Think that win over Georgia was tough? Look at Georgia now. Look at Louisville now. Yikes. 
4. Auburn (5) 8-1 Arkansas State, 11/4 None 

What a difference a “State” makes—these ain't the Hogs comin’ to whup up on Aubie some more. 
5. Florida (6) 7-1 at Vanderbilt, 11/4 12:30 p.m., LF 

Vandy won't just lie down. Which is what the Gators did on offense in the second half last week. 
6. Texas (7) 8-1 Oklahoma State, 11/4 7 p.m., TBS 

Okie State put quite a beatdown on Nebraska ... just some bland, unsatisfying food for thought. 
7. Tennessee (8) 7-1 LSU, 11/4 3:30 p.m., CBS 

All the big talk about the Vols will end in a hurry if they don’t bring their A-plus game for this one. 
8. Louisville (9) 7-0 West Virginia, 11/2 7:30 p.m., ESPN 

You gotta love it when a bunch of hoops fans get their football Game of the Century faces on. 
9. California (10) 7-1 UCLA, 11/4 8 p.m., ABC 

Well, well, well—look who's swinging the Pac-10 hammer now. 

10. USC (4) 6-1 at Stanford, 11/4 7 p.m., FSN 

The title dreams aren't dead yet—no way! OK, maybe. 

11. Notre Dame (11) 7-1 North Carolina, 11/4 2:30 p.m., NBC 


Hey, Irish defense: How ‘bout you give us something to sink our teeth into, like, oh, a shutout? 
12. Arkansas (—) 7-1 at South Carolina, 11/4 7:45 p.m., ESPN 

The Hogs can’t afford to lose this game. Then again, neither can Steve Spurrier. Buckle ‘em up. 
12.5 Where the heck is Rutgers? 

Not yet, kiddies. But we'll be thrilled to admit we were late to the party when the time comes. 


Bowling on FSU Then a there’s something be Said for Ene Ube: 


Tom Dienhart’s 


QUICK SLANTS 


tdienhart@sportingnews.com 


Wrangler 
PLAYER OF THE WEEK 
WR Travis Shelton, Temple 


Thanks in large part to Shelton, the team with the 
NCAAs longest active losing streak no longer resides in 
Philly. In front of a homecoming crowd, Shelton, a 
sophomore, caught a 43-yard pass for a touchdown 
and returned a kickoff 96 yards for another in a 
28-14 win against Bowling Green. It was Temple's first 
victory in 21 games and sweet revenge for a brutal 
70-7 loss at Bowling Green last season. 


MARY ANN CHASTAIN / AP 


9) Hear from SN's Player of the Week on The Tim 
Brando Show, weekdays from 3-6 p.m. ET on 
Sporting News Radio, or at radio.sportingnews.com. 


Views from the student section at s Snortingnetsle com 


I don’t have a problem saying 
it because I know it’s true: An 
unbeaten Big East team will 
deserve to play in the national 
championship game. 

Some folks think there’s no way a 
team with a perfect record from the 
Big East would be more deserving 
than a one-loss squad froma 
glamour league. That’s kooky talk. 
The Big East is a glamour league. 


And if an unbeaten Big East Any | with West Virginia’s 


champ—West Virginia, Louisville White is a glamour | 
or, yes, Rutgers—gets jobbed out of Reimers — = 
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BIG BLOG ON CAMPUS 


From Jacob Garcin, Boise State’s The Arbiter 
I talked to one of the BSU of the opponents he ran 


sports information against. 
directors last week, and he I feel the same way most 
informed me the university of Johnson’s teammates do: 
is looking into starting a He would be just as 
Heisman campaign for productive at any program. 
running back Ian Johnson. It isn’t that Johnson is fast. 
His numbers are there, It isn’t that Johnson is 
but even if Johnson runs for powerful. It isn’t even that 
3,000 yards he won't be Johnson is patient. It’s that 
headed to New York if the Johnson is patient, powerful 
Heisman voters aren’t and fast all at the same 
impressed with the quality time. 


a spot in the national title game, it’ll be an epic miscarriage of justice. 

West Virginia proved last season that the Big East is a big-time 
conference when it dumped SEC champ Georgia in the Sugar Bowl. The 
Big East is even better this year—the only league in the nation that 
features three unbeaten teams. Remember the talk of stripping the Big 
East of its automatic BCS spot? It seems insane now. 


The Pulse 


Favorite Saved By the Bell character 


Best studying “supplement” 


Kelly Mr. Belding 


West Virginia Rutgers 


Energy drinks Coffee 


As voted on by SN's national network of college bloggers 
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54 touchdown passes in a season. 


C-USA Jaret Dillard, WR, 
Rice. He has helped revive the Owls’ 
passing attack. Dillard, a sophomore, 
leads the nation with 12 receiving 
TDs and 60 catches, and he has a 
flair for the dramatic. His 9-yard TD 
grab with 3 seconds left gave Rice a 
34-33 win against UAB. 


MAC Ameer Ismail, LB, 
Western Michigan. One week after 
helping to hold Northern Illinois 
uberback Garrett Wolfe to 25 yards, 
Ismail returned an interception for a 
TD and tied a Division I-A record 

with six sacks against Ball State. His 
13 sacks lead the nation. 


WESTERN ATHLETIC coit Brennan, 9B, 
Hawaii. Big numbers are nothing new at Hawaii's 
run-and-shoot factory, but Brennan is executing coach 
June Jones’ game plan at a new level. Check out Brennan’s 
past six games: 388 yards, five touchdown passes (at 
Boise State); 409 yards, five TDs (vs. Eastern Illinois); 
419 yards, four TDs (vs. Nevada), 409 yards, five TDs (at 
Fresno State); 330 yards, five TDs (at New Mexico State); 
and 333 yards, five TDs (vs. Idaho). More important, after 
Hawaii's backslide to a 5-7 record in 2005, the Warriors 
(6-2) are winning again. Their losses were on the road 
against Alabama and Boise State, and both were by a 
touchdown. Brennan leads the nation in passing efficiency 
(185.1) and is on pace to top 4,800 yards and 
challenge David Klingler's 1990 Division I-A record of 


s 


Under the radar 


By Ryan Fagan 


BIG TEN Kellen Lewis, QB, 
Indiana. He's a redshirt freshman, 
so Lewis wasn’t aware the Hoosiers 
aren't supposed to beat lowa. His 
255-yard, 3-TD output gave IU its 
biggest upset in, well, forever. He 
has had ups and downs, but ups of 
any kind are welcome at IU. 


SEC Benlarws Green-Ellis, 
RB, Mississippi. The man with dual 
compound names has confounded 
opponents. JC transfer QB Brent 
Schaeffer was the headline-grabber 
this fall, but Green-Ellis, an Indiana 
transfer, has five TDs and three 
games of at least 100 rushing yards. 


PAC-10 Miristo Bruce, DE, 
Washington State. Yes, he was on SN’s 
preseason All-American second team, but, 
really, when was the last time a Wazzu 
player was able to garner enough pub to 
be on the national radar? (Probably 
Marcus Trufant, but why does Ryan Leaf 
keep popping to mind?) Southern 
California's media-hogging means we don’t 
hear much about Bruce, but he has been 
more dominant than ever this season; he 
already has equaled his 2005 total of 10 
sacks and has 52 tackles through nine 
games. He terrorized Stanford in late 
September by registering a Pac-10-record 
five sacks. After Wazzu's Bruce-led 
defense gave USC a scare and held a 
potent California offense to 21 points, the 
Cougars finally got their upset with a 
34-23 victory against Oregon. Bruce, as 
always, was in the mix with eight tackles, 
a fumble recovery and a tackle for a loss. 


BIG 12 adarius Bowman, WR, Oklahoma State. It 
didn’t take Bowman too long to find his niche in the Cowboys’ 
offense. In his fourth game with Oklahoma State, the junior 
transfer from North Carolina torched Houston with 166 yards 
receiving and a touchdown. That showing might have made 
Bowman a celebrity in Stillwater, but it was what he did two 
games later at Kansas that put him on the national radar. The 
Cowboys trailed 14-0 at the half when Bowman slipped on his 
big-play shoes. He caught four second-half touchdown passes— 
three for at least 54 yards—as the Cowboys roared back for a 
42-32 victory. His final numbers: 13 catches for a Big 12-record 
300 yards receiving. Bowman is third in the nation with 877 
yards receiving and is tied for second with 10 receiving TDs. 


BIG EAST arius Reynaud, 
WR/KR, West Virginia. RB Steve 
Slaton and QB Patrick White make 
WVU a running team, but Reynaud is 
another explosive option. He leads 
the team with 25 receptions and 
has averaged 30.8 yards on nine 
kickoff returns. 


ACC josh Gattis, FS, Wake 
Forest. A team leader on one of the 
most surprising teams, Gattis was at 
his best against N.C. State. He 
forced a fumble that was recovered 
for a safety and wrapped up the 
2-point victory by picking off a pass 
on the Wolfpack’s final drive. 


SUN BELT Reggie Arnold, 
RB, Arkansas State. The Indians 
are at the top of the Sun Belt thanks 
in part to Arnold, a redshirt freshman 
who leads the league with 678 
rushing yards. Arnold has topped 
100 yards three times, including a 
140-yard game against Army. 


MOUNTAIN WEST 

Eric Weddle, S/CB, Utah. Opposing 
coordinators know No. 32. He has 
six interceptions and two fumble 
recoveries and is the only player 
from a non-BCS school to be named 
a semifinalist for the Bednarik 
Award (top defensive player). 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


The Trojans’ loss gives hope to many 


A moment of reflection, please, for the Southern California streaks that ended with last week's loss to 
Oregon State: 38 regular-season wins, 27 Pac-10 wins, 18 road wins. Now that all that is over, a boatload 
of one-loss teams suddenly have national title dreams again. 

Florida. The Gators have the best wins of any team in the country. The problems: Quarterback Chris Leak 
has peaked in coach Urban Meyer's spread option offense, and the scheme is becoming predictable. The 
offense has scored 10 touchdowns in the past four games. 

USC. Oregon, California, Notre Dame, UCLA. Yeah, the Trojans have problems with that remaining 
schedule. This team is vulnerable and has two—maybe three—losses ahead of it. 

Auburn. With games against Georgia, Alabama and possibly Florida (SEC championship game) 
remaining, the heart of the schedule is ahead for a team that has struggled mightily in the passing game. 

Arkansas. The sleeper. Conventional wisdom says the Hogs will lose at least once in the last month of 
the season (South Carolina, Tennessee, LSU). Consider this: What if the Hogs win them all—and beat 
one-loss Florida in the SEC championship game? 

Texas. A win over a weak Big 12 
North Division opponent in the league 
championship game won't give the 
Longhorns enough BCS juice. 

Tennessee. The Vols must win out 
and Florida must lose at least once 
just for Tennessee to get into the SEC 
championship game to play yet 
another one-loss team. 

Notre Dame. USC’s loss was Notre 
Dame's, too: The Irish needed the 
Trojans unbeaten for their November 
25 game to get a big BCS boost late. 

California. The Bears must win out 
and get a lot of help (read: another 
loss) from just about every other 
one-loss team. —M.H. 


If Arkansas finishes the season 
—— with only one loss, they’ll all be 
} a a Se : : leaping for joy in Fayetteville. 


Observations and opinions from college coaches 


Ohio State is good. But, honestly, | didn’t see 
any special talents along the defensive front 
when we played them. I didn’t see any 
difference-makers there. ... Florida State’s 
offensive line isn’t any good. I think FSU is playing 
something like 16 true freshmen, which is the 
most in the ACC. That tells me that obviously they 
have lost a lot of guys early to the NFL. But it also 
tells me they must have missed on a lot of recruits 
in recent years. ... That was the most athletic 
Wisconsin defense I've faced. They were quicker 
than usual at linebacker. They have some 
playmakers there. ... I think Arizona State’s Rudy 
S| R Carpenter was pressing. He’s a talented 
$ — ‘a ox ~*~ \._— quarterback, but I think he was affected by his 
yi ‘s ee os —s , situation. ... Overall, I think West Virginia was 
—— \ better last season. The defense is average, but 
running back Steve Slaton is as good as 
advertised. And their quarterback (Patrick White) 
Carpenter made his coach’s decision to is playing better than they thought. He’s managing 
start him look pretty dopey. the game and not committing turnovers. 
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“a David Pollack might not play again, but don't feel 


\ sorry for him. He doesnt. 


Heeding a new halo rule 


avid Pollack hated how he 
tackled last season. “I 
stunk,” he says. It didn’t 
matter that he was 
changing from a college 
defensive end to a Bengals rookie 
linebacker. Overachievers such as 
Pollack have no tolerance for 
weakness. So he had a plan for 
this year. He wouldn’t just tackle 
better; he would start blowing up 
ballcarriers. 
Problem is, the first big hit he 
tried nearly paralyzed him for life. 
In Week 2 against the Browns, 
he collided with Reuben 
Droughns. Pollack thought he had 
a simple stinger. Then the back of 
his neck started hurting. He had 
broken his neck, specifically the 
C-6 vertebra. Pollack never asked 
the doctors about football; he just 
wanted to know if his life would 
be normal again. They told him 
he likely would be fine. He got 
lucky; a more severe fracture 
could have paralyzed him. But his 
NFL career still might be finished. 

“If God closes the door to 
football, | know he has something 
great in mind for my life,” he says. 
“[ just trust in him. I have played 
football since I was 6, and it’s 
unbelievable | get paid to play a 
kid’s game. But there are things in 
life so much more important than 
football. | want to be able to hold 
the babies we are going to have 
and do everything I have always 
done.” 

Pollack isn’t a newcomer to 
faith. His is a deep-rooted belief 


and now, sitting at 
home with a halo 
contraption screwed 
into his head to keep 
his neck from turning 
while the fracture 
heals, he has found a 
positive. “It’s been 
pretty cool,” he says. 
“I can spend three 
months of my life 
having time with God 
that I wouldn’t have 
otherwise. No 
excuses.” 

Depressed? If he is, 
he’s a great actor. He 
says he is having fun. 
Really. “I have learned 
to slow down,” he says. 
“I am definitely an ADD 
type of person, always 
moving. But I am appreciating 
the little things more. Do you 
know how pretty the leaves 
are right now?” 

He has had to downshift from 
overdrive to slow motion. The 
halo is screwed into his head and 
attached to a heavy vest that 
extends to his belly button. He 
can’t lift his arms above his 
shoulders. He can’t drive, take a 


shower, wash his hair or exercise. 


His hair got so itchy that his wife, 
Lindsey, shaved it all off; it took 
her 90 minutes while working 
carefully around the halo. He 
used to sleep 10 hours a night; 


now he goes to bed around 4 a.m. 


and hopes to get some rest. At 
least he’s no longer using a 


Pollack’s head gear may be even less comfortable 
than it looks—and that’s saying something. 


hospital bed. He can lie next to 
Lindsey as long as he doesn’t bop 
her with his heavy metal. 

He may wear the halo, but his 
wife is the angel. They met in high 
school, dated throughout college, 
got married last year. He’s still a 
big kid; she’s the mature one, the 
one who makes sure he properly 
cares for himself. Each day, he 
reads the Bible, watches 
television and plays hours of 
video games. Don’t take him on in 
Madden or Halo 2. “I majored in 
Halo at Georgia,” he says. “We 
must have played it two hours a 
day, seven days a week. Didn't 
realize | would get my master’s 
degree in the NFL.” 

He feels good enough for 


Friday date nights with 
Lindsey and to sit in 
coach Marvin Lewis’ 
box at home games. Just 
don’t suggest he will be 
scared if he plays again. 
“God doesn’t give me 
the spirit of fear,” he 
says. “He gives me the 
spirit of power, love and 
of asound mind. I might 
be a little nervous when 
I first put on the pads, 
but fear? No way.” 

Pollack held out last 
year before signing his 
rookie contract. Fans 
hate holdouts. But if this 
is his only pro contract, 
making it the best he 
could negotiate doesn’t 
seem like a bad idea 
now, does it? He'll know about his 
future sometime after December 
17, when the halo comes off. 
Unless he hears the words “100 
percent safe to play,” he’s 
prepared to retire at age 24. He 
already knows his accident has 
served a purpose. He received a 
letter from a guy who was 
paralyzed diving into a pool. The 
guy told him he soon strayed 
away from his faith. 

“But he wrote that once he 
heard how I coped with what 
happened to me, he got back in 
line,” says Pollack. “I cried when I 
read his letter. If 1 can affect one 
person in a positive way out of 
what happened to me, then it is 
worth the whole trip.” SN 
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SUBWAY Reggie Bush Fresh Stat Tracker 


Check out all the latest Reggie news at: 
nuvi. subwayfreshbuzz.com 


Though there is no truth to the 
rumor Falcons owner 

lank called his team’s offensive Po 
and defensive coordinators into his”. 
office about an alleged spat, y 
ownership definitely is putting some 
heat on the team. It’s possible there 
never has been a more important = 
year for the Falcons from a viability 
standpoint. Why? Management is trying to 
convince the local government to build a new stadium. 
But it goes beyond that. Seventy percent of the leases 
for the team’s premium seats (club seats and suites) 
expire after the 
season. If you were 
Blank, you’d make sure 
the Falcons were doing 
everything possible to 
win now. » Broncos 
DE Elvis Dum had 
20 sacks last season 
at Louisville, but he fell 
to the fourth round in 
the draft because he’s 
only 5-11. Even the 
Broncos had to 
convince themselves a 
pass rusher who didn’t 


py Dan Pompe! 


5S 
| lacked identity and continuity, Other 
offensive assistants felt they did not 
have enough input into game 
plans. And communication was 
) lacking. Having assistant head 
coach run the 
offense has energized the team, 
though the offensive line issues that 
limited Carthon likely will limit Davidson as well. 
> Cowboys first-round pick Bobby Car has been 
an early disappointment, in part because he hasn't fit 
the scheme as well as the Cowboys thought he would. 
Carpenter started out as an inside linebacker in 
’s 3-4 defense. He 
recently was tried as an 
outside linebacker. Now he 
has been moved back 
inside. In the meantime, he 
was left on the inactive list 
for three games and lost 
confidence. Carpenter 
(6-2, 255) might be a man 
without a position. Some 
think he’s too short and not 
quick enough to be an 
effective pass rusher at 
outside linebacker, and he 


aes 
at SS 


PAUL CONNORS / AP 


fit the end mold could 
succeed in the NFL. 
The Broncos initially 
tried him at tackle, 
thinking he might 
develop into a 
ile-style pass 
rusher, He struggled at 
the position and was 
moved to end, the 
position he is 
accustomed to. After a 
slow start, he’s 
showing some of the 
athleticism and 


The best punt returner—by any standard—this 
season has been Bears rookie ter. And 
the second-best punt returner, whoever he is, hasn't 
been close. Bears general manager 
drafted Hester in the second round specifically to 
fill the special teams role, and it looks like a 
fantastic move. But the transition has not been 
seamless. Bears special teams coordinator 

b has emphasized “ball reads” to Hester— 
judging how to position his body so he can most 
effectively field every punt. And Hester has been a 
willing student. He often stays after practice for 
more work, and on a recent rainy, windy day, Hester 
fielded punts for an extra hour before practice. 


might lack the cover skills 
to be a three-down inside 
linebacker. Cowboys 
coaches still believe in his 
ability, but they need to find 
a way to get it out of him. 
> The Panthers miss 
injured MLB Dan Morgan's 
ability to pursue sideline to 
sideline and to get to the 
hole before the blocker, but 
having veteran C 
makes Morgan’s absence 
easier to accept. A 
journeyman who started 55 
games for four teams 


It's painful to watch Joe Gibbs 
and Bill Parcells trying to regain 
the magic that made them 
successful NFL coaches. Here's 
hoping both decide to retire at 
season's end. 


The Raiders’ handling of the 
Jerry Porter situation is 
inexplicable. Their failure to 
trade him earlier in the season 
made no sense. Now they must 
deal with a disgruntled player 
who successfully stood up to 
their attempts to discipline him 
as they chose. 


It finally has arrived: The NFL 
and its television partners 
listened to reason and common 
sense and implemented flex 
scheduling, starting with the 
Bears-Giants Sunday night game 
November 12. Now we'll get to 
see more of the best matchups 
on a national basis. 


Shawne Merriman, just like all 
his peers, needs to understand 
there is no excuse for putting 
anything in his body that could 
possibly violate the NFL's 
steroids policy. It's not worth 
the penalty and the damage to 
his reputation —PA. 


craftiness that enabled him to be dominant in college. 
He has had five sacks in the past four games. > Why 

were the Browns unhappy with recently fired offensive 

coordinator Maurice Carthon? They felt the offense 


before this season, Draft has helped calm some of the 
more excitable members of the defense. And his 
intelligence has enabled him to make up for some of 
what he lacks in physical ability. 


ROBERT SEALE / SN 


WORKOUT SCHEDULE: Upper body in the morning, 
legs in the afternoon, jaw muscles at lunch. 


SUBWAY 
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Reggie, we're glad to be part of your 
fitness regime. Happy highlight-making. 


yesh. 
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antasy Source 


By Brendan Roberts 


Regardless of whether we know it, we 
all have sales skills. Some might say we're 
born with them. 

Those puppy dog eyes that earned you 
an extra cookie from grandma qualify. 
That hot date you scored in grade school 
required a sell line. Persuading little Joey 
to trade you a Reggie Jackson rookie card 
for a Carney Lansford showcased your 
negotiating aplomb. 

In general, I scowl at salesmen. But the 
more | think about it, the more | realize: 
a) I feel really guilty about fleecing a 
valuable card from Joey; perhaps I could 
give him a ride in my Ferrari to help him 
feel better, and b) | can be a 
salesman, too. 

We all can. It’s only a matter 
of wanting something and using 
the right approach to get it. 

I've pulled off enough 
trades—or had them pulled on 
me—to recognize different 
sales techniques. Watch out for 
these methods—or use one yourself: 

Solution selling: “Hey, it looks like you 
could use a better No. 2 running back. 
Well, well, well ... have I got a deal for 


” 


you. 


Emotional appeal: 
“Tom Brady’s a stud. I 
really love having 
him on my team, but 
he can be yours for 
the right price.” 


. 


- S&S Fantasy Source Football, your online fantasy authority: fantasy.sportingnews.com/nfl. 


Pass up this advice and 
you'll regret it 


Bait-and-switch: “Nope, I can’t trade 
you Reggie Wayne—how about Reggie 
Williams instead?” 

Object handling: “Sure, he’s a bit 
injury-prone, but let me show you how 
Brian Westbrook won games for me in 
Weeks 2, 3 and 7.” 

Package deals: “OK, you won't make 
that trade straight up, but what if | throw 
in another guy to sweeten the deal?” 

High pressure: “This might be your last 
chance to get a good running back. I’m 
your only hope. Let's get it done!” 

Negativity: “Ouch, look at your pathetic 
receivers. You need a better No. 2 guy. 
You need Joey Galloway.” 

Deadline: “Terrell Owens is a hot 
property right now. Hot, | tell you. 
Everybody in the league wants him, 
including my uncle Ed, who isn’t even in 
this league. I’m trading him to someone 
this week, so you'd better act now.” 

Recommendations: “Four out of five 
fantasy experts agree the back I’m 
offering is better than yours.” 

It’s all about you: “I’m not as 
concerned about improving my team as I 
am about your finishing ahead of that 
loudmouth Vince.” 


Find or Fluke? 


Analyzing WEEK 8’s 
breakout performers 

Owen Daniels, TE, Texans. 
Daniels had nine receptions for 
99 yards and two scores 
against the Titans and now has 
five touchdowns this season. 
But he also has three games in 
which he has caught a total of 
one pass for 2 yards. Next 
week's game against the Giants 
looks favorable because New 
York has been vulnerable against tight ends, 
but the Texans’ offense isn’t likely to be 
around the end zone much. Still, Daniels is 
worth adding for depth. Ruling: Find. 
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Michael Jenkins, 
WR, Falcons. For 
the second straight 
week, Jenkins found 
the end zone. As 
Michael Vick has 
; improved as a 

,, Passer, the Falcons’ 

‘= receivers have come 
more into play. But 
= tight end Alge 
= Crumpler remains the 


= = focal point of the 


team’s passing 
game, and Jenkins hasn't scored consistently. 
Before his two-game scoring streak, his lone 
TD came in Week 1. Ruling: Fluke. 
—George Winkler 


F sS WEEK 9 STUDS QB: Eli Manning, Giants & Michael Vick, Falcons ® Drew Brees, Saints AB: LaDainian Tomlinson, Chargers ® Tiki Barber, Giants 
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“§ I've seen some crazy trade offers 


in your i recently. Just yesterday | was 


offered Daunte Culpepper and Joey 
ce Harrington for Gus Frerotte. Stranger 
still, the offer came from Chris 
Chambers. 
Tiki Barber is such a beloved player in New York that | hear 
they're going to let him score a touchdown in Week 17 as a 
retirement gift. 
Marvin Harrison is to Peyton Manning as Randy 
Moss is to ... ? Anyone? Yeah, that’s what | 


was thinking. 
Drew Bledsoe had a bad attitude after he 
was replaced by . Imagine that, a 


; Cowboys star with an attitude problem. Surely, Bill 
Cleveland has a new offensive coordinator in Parcells won't tolerate that. 

Jeff Davidson, but he’s stuck with the same I'm sorry, but if the Madden Curse were genuine, 
personnel. RB Reuben Droughns has an Ben Roethlisberger’s picture would have been on the 
cover of that video game. —Ladd Biro 


embarrassing four TDs in the past two seasons. 
Even though he was solid against the Jets, 
Droughns can’t be counted on in Weeks 9-11 


(at Chargers, at Falcons, vs. Steelers). 
LS — 


r 


LM. OTERO / AP 


a 


» 


me 


f_ ; s | Each week, ov oo t Eric Ferguson 
i” \ | team is playing * = Nao knows a thing or two 
. ; — a -— about scouring the 
> | either the Texans o ; : > fy waiver wire. Get his 
| i U NYS © adviceat 
i 4 49ers. That's.a good a PNSN IRS ortingnews.com, 
a) 1 . , ‘ ay —s\ ae Wine 
get-in, get-Ut TONS EN 
—_— situation. : 

Don't be spooked by the loss of OLB LaVar 

ton (Achilles’) or RE Osi Umenyiora’s hip 
problems. OLB Reggie Torbor and rookie 
DE Mathias Kiwanuka are solid replacements, 
and OLB Carlos Emn finally is healthy. The 
Giants’ defense and special teams will continue 
their resurgence. And the schedule is favorable 
until Week 14, when the Giants travel to ; . 
Carolina. > The Miami Herald speculates that F-S showdown Which young receiver has the best long-term value? 
the Dolphins will move WR Chris Chambers ROB HURTT 
to the slot after Miami’s Week 8 open date. | like Greg Jennings in Green Bay, but he won't have Brett 
Chambers isn’t getting enough touches, and Favre much longer. The Reggie Brown-Donovan McNabb 
the deep ball is a lost cause. In his first three aL load seein Een has five 
games after moving to the slot last season, g be ; 


Chambers caught 29 passes for 460 yards CHRIS BAHR 

and three touchdowns. So there is hope, Because of injuries and the Patriots’ willingness to bring him 
Sara along slowly, Chad Jackson is virtually unknown. But his size 

Ghanibers iabeled >The Galle eels and speed—combined with Tom Brady's passing ability— 

games (at St. Louis, at Miami, vs. Oakland) set 


eventually will mean big production. 
them up for the kind of offensive output we ve 
have been expecting all season. VINNIE IYER oe Re : 
Tony Gonzalez and Eddie all should The Browns’ young offense definitely isa work in progress, 
; ; ‘ but Braylon Edwards is building chemistry with Charlie Frye. 
increase in value. —Chris Bahr That duo will continue to become more consistent with its 
downfield connections. 
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BUFFALO BILLS 


The team has to do a better job of protecting 

QB J.B Losman, who has been sacked too much. 
Moving Jason Peters from right tackle to left tackle 
makes sense because his physical skills are better 
suited for that side. He is a converted tight end and 
an impressive athlete with long arms and quick 
feet. Mike Gandy, whom Peters has replaced, had 
trouble playing in space against speed rushers. 
SPOTLIGHT MATCHUP: The Bills’ struggling passing game will get a boost if WR Lee 
Evans can make a few big plays with his game-breaking speed. It will be Packers 

CB Al Harris’ job to prevent that from happening. Harris is a big, physical corner with 
good ball skills. He is good at bump-and-run coverage and breaks on the ball quickly 
after dropping in a zone. YOUTH MOVEMENT: TE Kevin Everett has recovered from 
the torn ACL that caused him to miss his rookie season. His main role has been as a 
run blocker, though he’s known more for having good hands. —Allen Wilson 


BOB LEVERONE / SN 


MIAMI DOLPHINS 


Already small for his position, MLB Zach Thomas (5-11, 230) has shed a few more 
pounds this season. But Thomas, 33, hasn't lost any productivity. He feels faster than 
in years past, though he might not have the same power when trying to penetrate the 
line. He continues to lead the team in tackles. COLD: The Dolphins might be 
underusing RB Ronnie Brown, who has cartied 17 or fewer times in five of the team’s 
seven games. In the team’s only win, Brown ran the ball a season-high 26 times. 
YOUTH MOVEMENT: CB Travis Daniels became a starter early last season, but his 
development has been slowed by knee and ankle injuries. Daniels has considerable 
potential because of his exceptional technique and ability to use his hands well in 
coverage. But he must get stronger and faster. His return, expected this week or next, 
will be a big boost for the struggling secondary. —Jeff Darlington 


NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS 


Asante Samuel is the team’s No. 1 cornerback. He has excellent instincts and closing 
speed. He's sure-handed, thanks to an offseason regimen of catching a miniature 
football, which he says improved his concentration. He's the best on the team at 
studying film, which helps him jump routes. Samuel (5-10, 185) is a big hitter anda 
sure tackler, FALLING: WR Reche Caldwell came to New England with a reputation for 
a lack of toughness, and he has had trouble shaking that label. He is tentative on 
passes over the middle, and his role has been limited to catching quick throws just off 
the line. He hasn’t shown he can make defenders miss. YOUTH MOVEMENT: 

K Stephen Gostkowski missed three straight field-goal attempts early in the season, 
but he has improved. He is a weapon on kickoffs and has a competitive nature. When 
he misses field-goal tries, it's usually to the right. John Tomase 


NEW YORK JETS 


The Jets need to be more aggressive on defense, especially late in games. Coordinator 
Bob Sutton prefers to prevent big plays, keep everything in front and wait for opposing 
offenses to make mistakes. The approach has merit, but the team needs to blitz more to 
be effective. The coaches, though, aren't confident in the team’s ability to blitz and tackle 
on underneath passes. SOLID PLAY: Except for his 11-for-28 game last week, QB Chad 
Pennington has displayed his trademark accuracy. His arm strength—never great—still is 
adequate. Pennington, given more freedom by the new coaching staff, orchestrates a 
controlled no-huddle offense, often calling audibles at the line. YOUTH MOVEMENT: 

C Nick Mangold shows great poise for a rookie; he makes the line calls and has made 
few mistakes. He's not as athletic as his predecessor, Kevin Mawae, but Mangold 

(6-3, 300) has better size and holds up well at the point of attack. —Rich Cimini 


Fry Take out Jets QB Chad Pennington’s first 
FANTASYS) l n two games and he’s averaging 155.5 


passing yards (with five TDs)—hardly the stuff of a fantasy starter. 


The grass is always 
greener in Arizona—or 
so say the NFL running 
backs we polled about 
their favorite playing 
surfaces. We suspect that 
as more teams make the 
trip to University of 
Phoenix Stadium, it will 
get even more backing. 


What's your favorite surface ' 
to play on: grass or FieldTurf? @ 


MICHAEL McNAMARA / SN ARCHIVES 


Which stadium has the best surface? 


University of Phoenix Stadium (Arizona 8 
Raymond James Stadium (Tampa Bay) 7 
Qwest Field (Seattle) 6 


FedExField (Washington) 
INVESCO Field at Mile High Stadium (Denver) 5 


Reliant Stadium (Houston) 


12 other stadiums received votes. 


Out of 61 votes 


ras ee 


Against Georgia last 
weekend, Florida 

WR Andre Caldwell 
showed he has 
regained his elite 

form by scoring one 
touchdown receiving 
and another rushing. 
He will move up draft 
boards quickly, 
possibly climbing into 
second-round territory, 
as he proves his speed 
and explosiveness are 
back to what they were = = 
before he broke his leg Caldwell 
last year. > At 5-9, 184 pounds, 
Maryland's Josh Wilson has less than 
ideal height for a cornerback, but he 
displays uncommon aggressiveness in 
coverage and doesn’t hesitate to 
come up and make hard hits in run 
support. If he keeps playing well, 
expect him to be a third-round pick. 
> West Virginia C Dan Mozes has 
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——— ei - 


Out of 59 votes 


"=e, _ been nominated for a 


number of awards as 

one of the nation’s 

top offensive linemen, 
but we were very 
disappointed when we 
evaluated him. He will 
struggle in the NFL 
because he lacks 
explosive power and 
strength. > Players 
who switch positions 
in their senior season 
usually hurt their draft 
status, but Auburn 
LB Will Herring 
definitely has helped his. At safety, he 
was limited athletically, which would 
have hurt his effectiveness in deep 
coverage in the NFL. At linebacker, 
though, he has the ability to play well 
in short zone and man-to-man 
coverage. He's still learning the 
nuances of the position, but he’s 
smart and has good instincts. 


BOB LEVERONE / SN 


Get the latest draft analysis and rankings by subscribing to Pro Football 
War Room at sportingnews.com/nfl/warroom. 


| = Ss Steven Jackson, Rams WIR: Randy Moss, Raiders ® Roy Williams, Lions ® Terrell Owens, Cowboys * Keenan McCardell, Chargers TE: Jason Witten, Cowboys * 
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Fantasy Source Football, your online fantasy authority: fantasy.sportingnews.com/nfl. 
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The Ravens’ tweaks 
add up to solid 


Nobody is about to confuse the Ravens’ 
offense with the Colts’, but in coach Brian 
Billick’s first game calling plays, the unit 
was—dare we say?—solid in a 35-22 win 
over the Saints. 

There weren't any dramatic changes 
under Billick, who took the reins from 
deposed coordinator Jim Fassel, but 
there were enough tweaks to make a 
difference. The Ravens ran more 
play-action passes, and Billick tried to 
get quarterback Steve McNair out on the 
perimeter more. The Ravens like the way McNair throws when he’s in motion, 
and getting him outside also gives him the option to run. Not that Baltimore 
wants McNair scrambling all over the field, but the threat of him running 
keeps defenses on their heels. Under Fassel, McNair had become a straight 
dropback quarterback. 

The biggest difference, though, has been reorganizing and clarifying the 
scheme. Billick tried to unclutter the minds of his offensive players last week by 
reducing the number of plays they practiced. The Ravens ran only four pass 
plays in practice but used a lot of options off of them. “Everything was cloudy, 
but now there is more focus,’ right guard Keydrick Vincent says. 

The timing couldn't be better. With another dose of solid offense Sunday 
against the Bengals, the Ravens could build a two-game lead in the AFC North. 
—Mike Preston 
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See McNair run? You will 
more often from now on. 


Courtyard 
by Marriott 
presents 


By War Room scouts 


Because the Broncos’ 
linemen block areas, not specific 
defenders, the Steelers will have to 
read and react to the ballcarrier, be it Mike Bell or Tatum Bell. That will hurt 
Farrior, who has great anticipation skills. He'll have to wait for the runner to 
pick his hole before he can flow to the ball—and that will give either Bell 
enough time to explode through the seam. Advantage: either Bell. 

Rams LT Orlando Pace vs. Chiefs RE Jared Allen. 

Pace, who’s in his 10th season, remains a shutdown-caliber tackle, but 
he is beginning to find it harder to match the speed of younger, faster 
ends such as Allen. The key will be for Marc Bulger to get rid of the ball 
quickly, as prescribed by the Rams’ system. If Pace, who has been dinged 
up a bit, is healthy, he'll be able to use his significant size advantage and 
adequate first step to hold off Allen. Advantage: Pace. 

Saints WR Marques Colston vs. Bucs CB Ronde Barber. 

Although Barber won't get in a physical battle at the line with the 
bigger, stronger Colston, he won't give a big cushion, either. Colston, who 
makes most of his catches in the first 10 yards of his route, will have to 
turn quickly so quarterback Drew Brees can get rid of the ball. But Barber 
will be in Colston’s hip pocket and is a sure tackler. Advantage: Barber. 


More matchups: sportinanews.conV/nfl/warroom. 
Redesigned by business travelers for business travelers.” Ee 


AAFC NORTH _ 


BALTIMORE RAVENS 


MLB Ray Lewis, 31, can’t dominate games the way he used to, but he still roams 
sideline to sideline and makes plenty of plays. He's excellent at dropping back and 
getting into passing lanes. Opponents still make it a point to know where Lewis lines 
up on every play. RISING: The Ravens would like to become a running team again, 
and they took a big step forward when RB Jamal Lewis had his first 100-yard 

rushing game of the season (109 yards on 31 carries) against the Saints. The team 
expects Lewis to go from showing flashes to stringing together 100-yard games. 
YOUTH MOVEMENT: The Ravens are working rookie CB Ronnie Prude into the 
defense as the nickel back. He played a lot against the Saints and returned an 
interception 12 yards for a touchdown. Prude has good speed and loves to hit, but he 
has been slow to learn the system. —Mike Preston 


CINCINNATI BENGALS 


RE Justin Smith has emerged as a complete player. 
Armed with talent, work ethic and experience, Smith 
has elevated his performance dramatically this season. 
Opponents can't double-team him because of the 
pressure applied by other members of the front four. 
RISING: WR Chris Henry's return from a two-game 
suspension gives the offense a boost because he’s 
such a formidable weapon. Big, strong and fast, Henry 
is a matchup nightmare for undersized comnerbacks. 
His presence makes it more difficult for defenses to Smith 
double-team Chad Johnson and T.J. Houshmandzadeh. 

YOUTH MOVEMENT: WLB Caleb Miller's strengths are speed and intelligence. He 
has stepped up in the absence of LBs David Pollack (neck) and Odell Thurman 
(suspension). Even if Miller doesn’t become a full-time starter, his ability to play 
special teams and supersub qualities make him a valuable asset. —Chick Ludwig 
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CLEVELAND BROWNS 


New offensive coordinator Jeff Davidson, elevated from line coach when Maurice 
Carthon was fired, must repair the team’s blocking schemes. The Browns got off to 

a good start by running for 147 yards last week. ... Kelly Butler is a behemoth 

(6-7, 334) whose suspect lateral quickness restricts him to right tackle. He projects 
to be a middle-of-the-road starter, GOOD MATCHUP: RB Reuben Droughns and a 
re-energized line catch the Chargers at a good time—San Diego's vaunted group of 
linebackers is depleted, Droughns built his reputation on his ability to break tackles, and 
he has a chance to put that skill on display in Week 9. YOUTH MOVEMENT: Starting 
|LB D’Qwell Jackson has been efficient and is expected to emerge as a solid long-term 
starter. He’s not athletic enough to be a star, but his instincts and diligent study habits 
make him less prone to mistakes than most rookies. Steve Doerschuk 


PITTSBURGH STEELERS 


The loss of C Jeff Hartings (knee), who's expected to miss at least a couple of games, 
will hurt the running attack because he does such a good job of turning defenders and 
creating room inside for RB Willie Parker. Chukky Okobi, who will replace Hartings, is 
comfortable making the line calls and does a good job getting into linebackers, but he 
struggles against bigger tackles. SPOTLIGHT MATCHUP: Denver's Champ Bailey 
might be the best cover comer in the league and has the strength to handle inside 
routes by Hines Ward, maybe the NFLs best all-around receiver and certainly the most 
physical. But Ward surprises comers with his speed and has an uncanny ability to gain 
separation after the catch. YOUTH MOVEMENT: Nickel back Bryant McFadden is good 
in coverage. He's the type of big corner the team likes in run support and is a sure 
tackler, but he can't seem to unseat starter Deshea Townsend. —Gerry Dulac 


FANTASY. Spi n Bengals WR Chris Henry's return might 


hurt the starting receivers’ stats, but it 
will increase QB Carson Palmer's value. 


F os Chris Cooley, Redskins & Alge Crumpler, Falcons A= John Carney, Saints ® Nate Kaeding, Chargers @ Adam Vinatieri, Colts D-ST: Giants ® Bears > Steelers 
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HOUSTON TEXANS 


QB David Carr will have to look over his 
shoulder in upcoming weeks. He was 
benched during the Tennessee game last 
week, and backup Sage Rosenfels played 
great in his place. Though coach Gary Kubiak 
made it clear Carr will start the next game, 
Kubiak also showed he is not afraid to sit 
Carr. Rosenfels has poise in the pocket and 
is comfortable with the scheme. RISING: 
With many defenses playing cover 2 to try to 
stop WR Andre Johnson, the Texans are 
finding more opportunities for TE Owen 
Daniels. He has great hands and playmaking 
ability and is quick on his feet. He is the 
pass-catching tight end the team had lacked. 
YOUTH MOVEMENT: LB DeMeco Ryans is 
an athletic playmaker. He is quick to the ball 
and never quits on a play. The coaches love 
his work ethic and attitude. He's a fast 
learner who picked up the jobs at outside 
and middle linebacker before training camp 
even started. —Megan Manfull 
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INDIANAPOLIS COLTS 
Until Bob Sanders (knee) returns, 
Marlin Jackson will replace FS Mike 
Doss (knee), who is out for the season. 
Jackson, who has played extensively as 
the nickel corner, brings a physical 
presence to the position and has 
excellent coverage skills. Another hit to 
the defense was the indefinite loss of 
DT Montae Reagor (fractured orbital 
bone), who made all the line calls. 
TOUGH MATCHUP: QB Peyton 
Manning routinely struggles against the 
Patriots. Coach Bill Belichick is an 
expert at mixing up his defensive looks 
and blitzes to get Manning out of his 
thythm. The Patriots also have had 
success disrupting Manning's timing 


with his receivers. YOUTH MOVEMENT: 


SS Antoine Bethea, a sixth-round pick 
from Howard, has started every game 
and hasn't made any glaring rookie 
mistakes. Most impressive is Bethea’s 
approach to practice and games. He 
seems unfazed by the pressures of 
playing in the NFL. —Mike Chappell 


FANTASY 


Colts OLB Cato June: “We had a little problem one time where things got 
a little heated. D-line was fighting with the DBs, linebackers going at the DBs, 
guys jumping sides, going back and forth. Gary (Brackett) is in the middle of 
it. He’s the smallest one and telling everyone to shut up” 

Chargers RT Shane Olivea: “It was against the Jets in my 


first home game my rookie year. We were behind and we 
were driving, after we had fumbled the drive before. 


Lorenzo Neal comes into the huddle 
and says, ‘If we don’t score, I’m 
going to kill you all. I’m like, ‘We 
better score’ We did.” 
Bills DE Anthony 
Hargrove: “Me farting. 
Standing in the huddle, | 
just kind of let a silent 
one out. Everybody 
knew it was me. 
Everybody kind of 
forgot that we were 
getting our butts kicked 
at the moment and 
laughed. We actually 
started playing good” 
49ers DL 
Anthony Adams: 
“Jeff Ulbrich was 
making a call in the 


WEEK 9 SLEEPERS QB: Jon Kitna, Lions 


JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS TENNESSEE TITANS 


WR Reggie Williams has decent The Titans claimed TE Ben Hartsock 
hands, but too often he tries to run off waivers from the Colts and hope he 
before bringing the ball all the way into can contribute as they move on 

his body, Williams is the team’s best without Erron Kinney, who was 

runner after the catch, but he needs to placed on |.R. last month. Hartsock 
improve as a receiver. RISING: RB Fred is a blocking tight end, someone who 
Taylor has a lot more pep in his step does his best work at the line of 
lately, largely because he is completely scrimmage. He has decent hands, 
healthy. Taylor is showing the ability to however, and could complement 
break tackles and the explosiveness to TEs Ben Troupe, Bo Scaife and Casey 
go the distance on any given play. The Cramer. SPOTLIGHT MATCHUP: The 
emergence of rookie RB Maurice Titans figure to emphasize the running 
Jones-Drew seems to have Taylor game again this week. RB Travis 
playing as if he has something to Henry has been effective running 
prove. YOUTH MOVEMENT: The inside, and injuries have softened the 
Jaguars are pleased with the middle of the Jaguars’ defense. 
improvement of rookie OLB Clint Bulky rookie RB LenDale White 
Ingram. The team was forced to also could do some damage. 

shuffle its linebackers because of a YOUTH MOVEMENT: FB Ahmard Hall 
season-ending injury to MLB Mike isn’t your average rookie—he's 26, 
Peterson; SLB Daryl Smith moved to having spent four years in the 
Peterson's spot, and Ingram moved to Marines. His fearlessness and 

Smith's spot. Ingram has good size, physical style make him an effective 
and he no longer freezes when he lead blocker, and he has shown some 
makes a mistake. —Michael C. Wright skill as a receiver. Jim Wyatt 


RB Fred Taylor is more valuable with David Garrard at quarterback. With QB Byron 
Leftwich out, the Jags committed to the run to ease the load on Garrard. 


huddle a few years back. He'd been hurt maybe two plays before. Ulbrich Says, 
‘I'm going to get this sack and when | get it, don’t celebrate too hard because 
I'm hurt! He wound up getting a sack on that play and all of us just gave him 
little taps on his head” 

Ravens OLB Adalius Thomas: “Last year, we were getting our asses 
kicked by Cleveland. | was in the huddle with Kemo (former teammate Maake 
Kemoeatu) and | said, ‘Kemo, stop letting them move the damn ball and get 
that stupid-ass smile off your face’ Everybody broke up laughing.” 

Panthers LT Jordan Gross: “My rookie year, 
we were playing the Saints and Jake 
(Delhomme) was quarterbacking against his 
gp old team. We ran the 
= ball a whole bunch 
Zs and he came in the 
huddle and slapped all 
the linemen and said, ‘You 
guys are all a bunch of 
horses!’ He was just so 
excited because we were 
beating them.” 

Bills OLB Takeo 
Spikes: “| remember a mike 
linebacker whose head was 
spinning because he was so 

tired. He gave the call, ‘Over 
Two; and as soon as we broke 
the huddle, he asked, ‘What's the 
call again?’ Everybody said, ‘Dang, 
Over Two!’ That's fatigue, man.” 


BILL WILSON / SN 


David Carr, Texans J.P Losman, Bills FRB: Maurice Jones-Drew, Jaguars & Deuce McAllister, Saints ® Jerious Norwood, Falcons 
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DENVER BRONCOS 


FB Kyle Johnson won't overpower 
linebackers, but he uses solid positioning 
to disrupt defenders long enough to take 
away their pursuit angles. Johnson also 
excels as a red zone receiver because 
opponents often forget about him while 
they are tied up with Denver's rushing 
attack. NEW ROLE: A full-time starter 
for the first time, RB Tatum Bell has 
demonstrated his toughness and makes 
positive gains at first contact. But while 
he's getting many short runs, he hasn't 
been getting the long gains he did as a 
situational back, when his speed was a 
second-half dagger in tired opponents. 
YOUTH MOVEMENT: The Broncos’ pass 
tush got a boost with the insertion of 
rookie DE Elvis Dumervil, who had five 
sacks in his first three games, into the 
nickel package. He is small (5-11, 250) 
but has good hands and is fast off the 
snap. He also can use his long arms to 
bull-rush. —Lee Rasizer 


FANTASYS)i/) 


KANSAS CITY CHIEFS 


The Chiefs need to make better use of 
RB Michael Bennett. Larry Johnson 
won't last the season if he carries the 
ball 39 times each game, as he did last 
week. Bennett is extremely fast, and the 
team needs to get him the ball in the 
open field on sweeps, screens and 
draws. His speed and elusiveness make 
him the perfect change of pace to the 
bruising Johnson. RISING: TE Tony 
Gonzalez is big and physical enough 
that defenders can’t beat him in jump 
ball situations. Gonzalez has improved 
his run-after-the-catch ability. YOUTH 
MOVEMENT: Rookie DE Tamba Halli 
provides a consistent pass rush despite 
getting extra attention from blockers. He 
has been sturdy against the run and will 
improve as he spends more time in the 
weight room and adds bulk. Hali plays 
almost every snap, so the team will 
have to make sure he doesn’t wear 
down. —Adam Teicher 


With RB Tatum Bell (toe) ailing, RB Mike 
Bell re-emerged in Week 8. It's a situation 


worth watching; Denver's running game remains fruitful for fantasy leaguers. 


Time for a healthy dose of Plan B 


The injury bug may have taken a healthy bite out 
of their plans, but the Broncos, Giants and Bears 
are hoping season-ending injuries to key starters 
won't hurt their postseason aspirations. Meet the 
guys they're counting on to pick up the slack. 

BRONCOS: Erik Pears for LT Matt Lepsis (torn ACL) 

At 6-8, Pears is a little taller than the average 
lineman in Denver's zone blocking scheme, but he 
has good flexibility, which allows him to get under 
defenders’ pads. He was better known as a 
dominant run blocker at Colorado State but has 
enough foot speed to succeed in pass protection, 
though he lacks Lepsis’ top-end quickness to mirror defensive ends, As the Indianapolis game 
demonstrated, the Broncos will alter the game plan to help Pears, a rookie, by aligning tight ends 
next to him and keeping running backs in to provide support. 

GIANTS: Carlos Emmons for SLB LaVar Arrington (Achilles’) 

Emmons came back from his own injury (torn pectoral muscle) in time to fill his old role as the 
Giants’ strongside linebacker; he had moved to the weak side at the start of the season to 
accommodate Arrington, Emmons always has been good in coverage, especially against tight 
ends. Emmons didn’t provide much of a pass rush against the Bucs last Sunday and may have 
been a step slow after missing three weeks, but he seemed to be in the right position and should 
be back up to speed soon. 

BEARS: Todd Johnson for SS Mike Brown (foot) 

Johnson is more prepared to replace Brown now than he was when he filled in for the Bears’ 


Emmons’ new 
job is old hat 
to him, which 
is good news 
for the Giants. 
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OAKLAND RAIDERS 


WR Jerry Porter is back on the field after 
being inactive and then suspended, and he 
will help the offense by taking pressure off 
Randy Moss and the other receivers. Porter 


(6-2, 220) has the size, strength and resolve 


to catch passes over the middle and in 
traffic, and he is more dangerous than Alvis 
Whitted, who replaced Porter in the first six 
games. SOME VALUE: QB Andrew Walter, 
who is filling in for Aaron Brooks (strained 
pectoral), has continued to improve. Walter 
can handle the blitz and gets rid of the ball 
quicker than when he first took over, but he 
must work on his touch and delivery on 
screen passes. He can find Moss downfield 
and fares well on intermediate and deep 
throws. YOUTH MOVEMENT: RB ReShard 
Lee is making the most of his opportunity 
while RB LaMont Jordan (back) is not at 
100 percent. Lee has solid blocking skills 
and can run the ball in tight quarters. He 
likely won't get many carries, but the team 
has confidence in him, —Steve Corkran 


BOB LEVERONE / SN 


SAN DIEGO CHARGERS 


Rookie CB Antonio Cromartie 
appears to be inching closer to a 
starting job. He has been playing 
more in place of Drayton Florence, 
and Cromartie was effective 
against Rams WR Torry Holt last 
week; he limited Holt to 48 yards. 
Cromartie is at least as fast as 
Florence and is a better tackler. 
GOOD MATCHUP: The Browns are 
unlikely to keep RB LaDainian 
Tomlinson from continuing his hot 
streak. With the Chargers’ offensive 
line able to dominate poor 
defensive fronts, Tomlinson likely 
will get a lot of carries against 
Cleveland. YOUTH MOVEMENT: 

It doesn’t appear LT Marcus 
McNeill will give up the job to 
veteran Roman Oben (foot) when 
Oben is healthy. McNeill, who plays 
with plates and screws in both 
hands, uses solid footwork to keep 
position. Veterans and coaches say 
they never have seen a rookie learn 
the position so quickly, but the 
team won't hesitate to go to Oben 
if McNeill struggles. —Kevin Acee 


© BLOG ALERT 


That’s karma, and 
the Bears shouldn’ 
be messing with it. 


Did Chicago anger the football gods 
by going for it on fourth-and-goal with 
the game in hand against the 49ers? 
Share your thoughts with Vinnie lyer at 


rtingnews.com. 


d 


emotional leader at free safety in 2004. He's better suited to play strong safety, and his nose for 

the ball was evident last Sunday, when he forced two 49ers fumbles. For the most part, he also was sturdy in run support. Johnson doesn’t quite have 
Brown’s range, but the coaches feel good about his one-on-one coverage of tight ends and backs. He lacks Brown’s veteran leadership in terms of lining 
up other players, in part because he has a quiet personality. —Lee Rasizer, Ralph Vacchiano and Brad Biggs 


F & WR: Lee Evans, Bills © Amani Toomer, Giants ® Michael Jenkins, Falcons TE: Desmond Clark, Bears ® Owen Daniels, Texans ® Alex Smith, Bucs MK? Jay Feely, Giants ® 


Fantasy Source Football, your online fantasy authority: fantasy.sportingnews.comynf. 


TROY AIKMAN 


When the Titans traveled to Washington in 
Week 6, their coaches were worried. Their 
run-stuffing defensive tackle, Albert 
Haynesworth, was serving a suspension and 
the middle of their line was a concern. If the 
Redskins decided to attack with Clinton Portis, 
the Titans weren't sure their line would hold up. 

Not to worry. Portis ran the ball only 14 
times, seven times in each half, and the 
previously winless Titans defeated the 
Redskins. 

Wait a minute ... a Joe Gibbs team not 
pounding the ball? What in the name of John 
Riggins was going on? 

A transition, that’s what. After last season, 
when Washington finished 11th in the NFL in 
total offense, Gibbs hired coordinator Al 
Saunders away from Kansas City, home of one 
of the league’s highest-scoring units. Toss in 
new wideouts Brandon Lloyd and Antwaan 


A too much, too fast app 
has impeded the Redskins’ offense 


roach 


middle of the pack on offense, and at 2-5 their 
hopes of making a playoff run are starting to 
vanish. 

The problem isn’t the offense itself, It’s a 
great system, the same one I won three Super 
Bowls with. The problem is the Redskins have 
tried to do too much too fast. 

When a team installs a new offense, it 
usually takes baby steps. It first identifies the 
base packages it will use in every game and 
teaches those. The players run those plays 
again and again until they become second 
nature, Then the team moves on and learns a 
few more plays, then a few more and a few 
more, It takes time, often more than a season, 
to absorb everything. 

Washington’s playbook has 700 pages. Seven 
hundred. There aren’t enough days in a week to 
practice all the plays, so it’s no surprise the 
offense struggles when the players are working 


a 
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Saunders needs to give the Redskins’ offense 
more time to take baby steps. 


GERALD HERBERT / AP 


ago. There has been talk that the team will 
switch to Jason Campbell, a first-round 
pick in 2005. But Campbell hasn’t taken a 
regular-season snap and, including his four 
years at Auburn, he is learning his sixth 
offense in the past six years. 

Whether it’s Campbell or Brunell, Saunders 
should think hard about scaling things back. 
He wanted to hit the ground running, but the 
Redskins must learn how to walk first. 


Randle El, and the Washington offense seemed 


ready to explode. 


Hasn’t happened. The Redskins are in the 


DALLAS COWBOYS 


The team is starting QB Tony Romo 
because he has good athleticism and 
mobility. He has a strong arm and a 
nice grasp of the Cowboys’ offense; in 
his first start, Romo used six receivers. 
TE Jason Witten and WR Terrell 
Owens were much bigger parts of 

the offense and caught 15 passes 
combined. TOUGH : 
Redskins WR Santana Moss could be 
poised for a big game Sunday. He has 
tremendous quickness and is excellent 
at running after the catch, which is why 
Washington likes to get him the ball on 
screens. The Cowboys probably will use 
CB Terence Newman to shadow him. 
Newman is an aggressive tackler who 
uses good form. YOUTH MOVEMENT: 
At 6-5, FS Pat Watkins has great 
range, but that's offset by limited ball 
Skills. He has been beaten four times 
for completions of more than 40 yards 
because he has trouble locating the 
ball. Watkins was benched against 
Carolina. Jean-Jacques Taylor 


NEW YORK GIANTS 


The loss of two good pass rushers, 

DE Osi Umenyiora (hip) and LB LaVar 
Arrington (Achilles’), puts pressure on 
CBs Sam Madison and Corey Webster. 
The two struggled early in the season 
but have been better of late. Still, 
neither seems comfortable in the 
Giants’ read-and-react coverage 
schemes-—they prefer to play press 
coverage—and both must improve in 
one-on-one situations. SLEEPER: 

WR Amani Toomer still is a reliable 
target. He has great hands, sees the 
field well and can turn a short pass 
into a long gain. YOUTH MOVEMENT: 
Rookie DE Mathias Kiwanuka is fast 
and has potential as a pass rusher. He 
is small (6-5, 265), which can make 
him difficult to block for bigger tackles, 
but he also is susceptible to 
double-teams and being bull-rushed, 
which makes him a liability against the 
run. With Michael Strahan on the 
other side, teams will be running 
Kiwanuka’s way. —Ralph Vacchiano 


from a document as thick as a D.C. phone book. 
It has been tough for veteran quarterback 
Mark Brunell, who played much better a year 


PHILADELPHIA EAGLES 


A major reason for RG Shawn Andrews’ 
improvement has been his dedication 
to a new weight program. Andrews 
weighed more than 380 pounds in 
2008; this year, he is relatively trim and 
fit at 335. The weight loss has not 
affected his strength and has given him 
better mobility and more stamina. ... At 
the halfway point in the season, the 
team's outside linebackers haven't 
produced an interception, a full sack or 
a fumble recovery. INJURY UPDATE: 
WR Donte’ Stallworth, back from a 
hamstring injury, provides a big-play 
threat. He has excellent deep speed 
and can separate from defenders. He 
also is a solid route runner who can 
find the open seam in zone defenses. 
YOUTH Second-year 
SS Sean Considine, who missed most 
of his rookie year with a shoulder 
injury, is sharing time with Michael 
Lewis. Considine is a hard hitter and 
solid in coverage, but his durability is 
a concern. —Mark Eckel 


®)) The Troy Aikman Show is broadcast at 
7 p.m. ET every Thursday through the Super 
Bow! on Sporting News Radio. Listen online at 


radio.sportingnews.com. 


fon 


WASHINGTON REDSKINS 


SS Adam Archuleta's adjustment to the 
team's defense has not progressed as fast as 
expected. Archuleta has been used frequently 
in run support and as a pass rusher, but he 
hasn't spent a lot of time in pass coverage. 
He could lose playing time to Troy Vincent. 
TOUGH MATCHUP: The Cowboys understand 
the Redskins‘ offense, and Sunday has the 
makings of a very long day for RB Clinton 
Portis. The Dallas linebackers have good 
speed, which will make it hard forTs Chris 
Samuels and Jon Jansen to quickly engage 
them on blocks. The Redskins rarely see the 
Cowboys’ 3-4 base defense and spend little 
time preparing for it. YOUTH MOVEMENT: 
DT Kedric Golston is solid at the point of 
attack, keeps his pads low and takes 
coaching well. He has been pressed into 
starting duty, though he's not ready to play 
every down. Golston can be pushed off the 
ball, and he is not yet able to generate a 
consistent pass rush. —Paul Woody 


Rian Lindell, Bils DST: Vikings & Seahawks ® Jaguars WEEK 9 STUMBLERS QB: Joey Hartington, Dolphins & Charlie Frye, Browns Bruce Gradkowski, Buccaneers 


11/10/06 . SPORTING NEWS . 47 


NAM Y. HUH / AP 


FS RB:R Johns 


The Bears’ defenders practice what their coach 
preaches—forcing takeaways again and again. 


Late in the first quarter last 
Sunday, Bears linebacker Lance 
Briggs stripped 49ers 
quarterback Alex Smith and 
defensive tackle Tommie Harris 
picked up the ball. He ran 
17 yards to the San Francisco 13, 
which set up a touchdown run by 
Cedric Benson two plays later. 
The Bears were cruising, 24-0, on 
their way to a 41-10 laugher in 
which they forced five turnovers. 

That, folks, is Lovie Smith 
football. He preaches turnovers— 
the Bears practice stripping the 
ball every day—but it’s more than 
that. He wants the Bears to score 
off turnovers, too. Whenever the 
ball is on the ground, after an 
incomplete pass or whatever, 
Smith instructs his defenders to 
scoop it up. That helps prepare 
them to secure the ball and run 
with it. Harris did just that on his 
fumble return, and though he 
didn’t make it to the end zone, he 
sure as heck tried. 

It surprises me that more 
teams don’t emphasize scoring on 
turnovers like the Bears, who 
have scored 12 defensive 
touchdowns since Smith came to 
Chicago in 2004. When you think 


BRIAN BALDINGER 
The NFL's best strip show 


about it, no 
unit has a 
better 
advantage to 
score than 
when a 
defensive 
player has the 
ball in his 
hands. Nobody 
on offense is 
trained to 
tackle, and few 
offensive 
players are as 
athletic as the 
people 
opposing 
them. It’s a 
great 
opportunity to 
punch in a touchdown, and the 
Bears work at it. 

The Chicago defense works at 
a lot of things—forcing turnovers 
(22, tied with Baltimore for the 
league high), sacking 
quarterbacks (21), limiting 
scoring (a league-best 9.9 points 
per game). It’s the best defense in 
the league, even without safety 
Mike Brown, who is out for the 
season. The Bears added several 
key players in the offseason— 
rookie end Mark Anderson, for 
instance, leads the team with 7/4 
sacks—but above all, the Bears 
still have Brian Urlacher, who 
does things no other linebacker 
can do. Did you see his 
interception Sunday on a pass he 
batted in the air and then caught 
with one hand while being 
knocked down? Just another day 
at the office. 

The Bears are 7-0, the best 
start in the Windy City since 
1985. It’s a bit early for 
comparisons to that Super Bowl 
championship team, but there's 
no doubt that if this team is going 
to make it that far, a defense that 
feasts on turnovers will have 
much to do with it. 


G Brian Baldinger, an offensive lineman for 12 NFL seasons, can be heard on Sporting 
News Radio and seen on FOX Sports. Listen online at radio.sportingnews.com. 


NFC NORTH _ 


CHICAGO BEARS 


Backup TE John Gilmore gets ample playing time in two-tight end sets. Gilmore isn’t 
quick off the line and needs to improve his routes, but he is effective as a short-range 
receiver, particularly in goal-line situations. He’s the team’s best blocker at the 
position. NUMBERS GAME: QB Rex Grossman is a different player at home than he 
is on the road. His passer rating is 124.0 at Soldier Field, where he has 11 
touchdowns and no interceptions. On the road, his rating is 51.9 and he has thrown 
two TDs and seven interceptions. YOUTH MOVEMENT: Rookie Devin Hester gives the 
Bears a dynamic player; he has scored two touchdowns on punt retums this season. 
He fancies himself the next Deion Sanders and is set on playing cornerback, where he 
has played only sparingly. The club needs to design plays for him on offense, where 
Grossman can get him the ball in space and let him create. —Brad Biggs 


DETROIT LIONS 


The defenders have been undisciplined in their gaps and allowed backs with good 
cutback ability to do major damage. The team especially is vulnerable to late-developing 
plays such as draws. Look for the Falcons to have a big day on the ground this week. ... 
After watching film from Week 7, when he was limited to two catches, WR Roy Williams 
says coordinator Mike Martz showed him a few tricks for beating double-teams. 
Williams knows he has to beat increased coverage to cement his reputation as a top 
receiver. INJURY UPDATE: With LG Ross Verba (hamstring) back, expect the team to get 
RB Kevin Jones out on the perimeter more. It will run traps and counters more smoothly 
with Verba pulling. YOUTH MOVEMENT: Rookie WLB Emie Sims makes mistakes 
because he tends to overpursue, but he’s a big hitter who brings speed and toughness 
to his position. The coaches love him because his intensity is infectious. Jom Kowalski 


GREEN BAY PACKERS 


RB Vernand Morency might be the perfect complement 
to RB Ahman Green. Green thrives on running with 
power and is willing to take on defenders; Morency is 
quick and shifty. But Morency’s big downside is his 

ball security. If he fumbles again, the team could go 
back to the steadier but less athletic Noah Herron. 

IN THE RED ZONE: David Martin has taken over for 
Bubba Franks as the favored tight end. Martin has been 
as versatile as anyone; he’s played tight end, fullback 
and wide receiver. He’s an end zone threat who has to 
be accounted for because of his size (6-4, 262) and Morency 

speed. YOUTH MOVEMENT: Rookie LG Daryn Colledge lacks the strength to be great 
and has lapses against quick pass rushers. But he has lateral quickness, decent feet 
and a nasty disposition, which help him overcome his lack of strength. He'll be better 
in several years, but he's playing well enough to start right now. —Tom Silverstein 
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MINNESOTA VIKINGS 


RE Darrion Scott, who has started in place of Erasmus James (knee) since Week 3, is 
having his best year. Scott lost 30 pounds in the offseason, which has made him more 
effective as a pass rusher, and remains a strong one-gap run stuffer. ... WLB EJ, 
Henderson isn't a great cover man, but he has made the first two interceptions of his 
career this season. Unlike past years, when he usually was replaced in nickel 
situations, he’s staying in games because he is slimmer and quicker. SOME VALUE: 
QB Brad Johnson looks for the downfield pass first but is adept at progressing through 
his reads to routes closer to the line until he finds an open man. The tactic may not 
yield many 50-yard passes, but it minimizes mistakes. YOUTH MOVEMENT: It's going 
to be tough to keep rookie CB Cedric Griffin off the field. He's improving with each 
game and showing a firmer grasp of the scheme. —Kevin Seifert 


a a 
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SCOUTS VIEWS 


Observations and opinions from NFL scouts 


The Lions’ Roy Williams is finally able to showcase his talents by 
having a quarterback who can get him the ball in good positions. Jon Kitna 
may not be the best quarterback, but he’s sound in his decisions and can 
get the ball to the right spot. ... Devin Hester and Antwaan Randle El are 
electrifying return men. They have speed and know how to make people 
miss. ... Damon Huard has come in and given the Chiefs a spark. He’s 
building the confidence of the guys who are around him that he can play 
at a high level. ... Torry Holt is quietly one of the top two or three best 
receivers in the NFL. He’s an excellent route runner. He knows how to set 
up his breaks and how to get in and out of his cuts without losing any 
speed, which creates that separation. ... The Patriots have got the flow 
going. They lost Deion Branch, but their leadership core—Tom Brady, 
Corey Dillon, Richard Seymour, Mike Vrabel and Tedy Bruschi—is still there. 
And players like Laurence Maroney are 
coming in and being taught from the first day 
they get there about what it takes to win 
championships. ... Aaron Kampman has really 
developed into a good defensive end the past 
couple of years. The Packers are in a lot of 
situations where they’re playing from behind, 
so the other team is not passing a lot. For him 
to be up near the top of the league in 
quarterback hurries and sacks speaks great 


MICHAEL MCNAMARA / SN ARCHIVES 


volumes about his abilities. ... Tiki Barberand —_Bidwill needs to ditch 
Brandon Jacobs are two different kinds of his old couches ... er, 
running backs. I equate Jacobs to being like a coaches. 


closer in baseball. He’s got a certain role, and 

he’s very good at it. But if you try to expand that role, I'm not sure he’d 
be successful over a full game. ... Buffalo’s Nate Clements is an athlete, 
but as a cover corner I'm not really impressed by him. ... The Cardinals 
have that beautiful new stadium, but it’s like having a new house with the 
same crappy furniture. I don’t know if Bill Bidwill would ever do it, but I'd 
blow up that whole thing. Id fire all the coaches, get rid of all the front 
office, pick a good candidate for general manager and just start over. 


Williams finally has a quarterback who can get him the ball. 


TE: Randy McMichael, Dolphins 


Dallas Clark, Colts ® Heath Miller, Steelers Ms Jeff Reed, Steelers 


NFC SOUTH  —_ 


ATLANTA FALCONS 


The team will use a committee approach to replace the playmaking of RE John 
Abraham, who will miss at least two more games with a torn abdominal muscle. 
Chauncey Davis will play in running situations. Paul Carrington, a speed-rushing end, 
and SLB Michael Boley, who's unpolished as a pass rusher but has the speed to take 
the corner, will play on passing downs. GOOD MATCHUP: QB Michael Vick has 
shown he'll throw the ball outside to the wideouts, which should benefit WRs Ashley 
Lelie and Michael Jenkins against a suspect Lions pass defense. Lelie likely will be 
able to get open deep. YOUTH MOVEMENT: Given the secondary’s penchant for 
breakdowns, rookie CB Jimmy Williams could play more. He struggles some with 
smaller, quicker receivers and may be better suited for safety because of his size 
(6-2, 213) and physical style. —D. Orlando Ledbetter 


CAROLINA PANTHERS 


The evolution of LE Julius Peppers is complete. He is 
fully grasping the mental part of the game, which is why 
he is off to his best start. Though he usually lines up on 
the left side, he sometimes switches to the right. He also 
plays from a stand-up position at times. Peppers’ rare 
speed allows coaches to drop him into coverage and 
send other players on blitzes. HOT: Keyshawn Johnson 
is a well-rounded receiver, a perfect complement to 

WR Steve Smith. With his excellent hands and ability to 
use his big body (6-4, 211) to shield off defenders and PAT SS 
make catches in traffic, Johnson has helped balance the Peppers 

offense. YOUTH MOVEMENT: Third-year pro Michael Gaines hasn't taken advantage of 
the opportunity to establish himself as the long-term tight end. He has been inconsistent 
as a blocker and receiver, If he doesn't step up in the second half of the season, the 
team could seek a free-agent tight end in the offseason. —Pat Yasinskas 
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NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 


The Saints’ front seven had been a big reason for the team’s early success, but last 
week the Ravens put together two long touchdown drives because QB Steve McNair 
had too much time to throw. The defense has to get back on track for the Saints to 
make the playoffs. NUMBERS GAME: Coach Sean Payton likes to spread the ball 
around to keep players fresh and keep defenses guessing. RBs Reggie Bush and 
Deuce McAllister and WRs Joe Horn and Marques Colston all are key components to 
the offense, and Payton wants to keep all of them involved. YOUTH MOVEMENT: 
Jammal Brown is playing left tackle for the first time in his career. After struggling in 
the preseason, he has handled himself well. Brown is athletic and seems to get more 
comfortable each week, though he commits too many penalties. He’s a better run 


blocker than pass blocker. —Mike Triplett 
Saints QB Drew Brees struggled early 


FANTASY. against the Ravens last week, but he 


finished strong. His explosiveness shows he’s an every-week fantasy starter. 


TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS 


At 6-8, 316, RT Jeremy Trueblood is a monster of a man, but he has superb 
athleticism for his size. He is quick to get off the line and does a good job of 
Sustaining blocks into the second level. He's an adequate pass protector as well. 
INJURY UPDATE: The loss of CB Brian Kelly (toe) for the season is huge. CB Juran 
Bolden is steady, but he simply is not in Kelly’s class. Bolden is at his best when he’s 
jamming receivers at the line. He does a good job of making them change their 
routes, but he struggles in one-on-one matchups. With CB Ronde Barber making 
plays all over the field, opponents are going to pick on Bolden. YOUTH MOVEMENT: 
DT Anthony Bryant is a massive run stopper. The Bucs probably will use him primarily 
in short-yardage situations. He’s not likely to develop into an every-down player, but he 
has the ability to plug the middle against the run. —Roy Cummings 


Jason Elam, Broncos ® Phil Dawson, Browns SST: Patriots & Colts & Bucs 
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NFL POWER PERFORMANCE «=. 


ARIZONA CARDINALS 


LCB Antrel Rolle doesn’t get 
challenged a lot because teams 
prefer to test RCB Eric Green. The 
defense is playing more cover 2 
this season, and that suits Rolle’s 
skills. He is tough and an excellent 
tackler, but his aggressiveness 
sometimes gets him in trouble in 
pass coverage and results in 
penalties, COLD: RB Edgerrin 
James' statistics are far below his 
career average, but that’s not 
because his skills have slipped. 
It's because of a lack of blocking. 
James has great vision and agility 
and usually gets 
2 or 3 more 
yards out of a 
play than he 
should, But 
he's getting hit 
too often in the 
backfield and 
is having to 
work too hard 
just to get back 
to the line. 
YOUTH MOVEMENT: Rookie 

RG Deuce Lutui, who started his 
first NFL game against the 
Packers, is an excellent run 
blocker and has a nasty streak, 
two qualities the team could use. 
He hasn't played much because 
of his pass-protection skills, which 
need refining. But the line has had 
trouble getting a push off the ball, 
and Lutui might be able to help 
with that. Kent Somers 


work. Even if 


FANTASYS)iN) 


Seahawks RB Maurice Mortis is 
proof handcuff picks don’t always 


gets hurt again, Morris isn’t worth 
much fantasy consideration. 


ST. LOUIS RAMS 


The retum of CB Fakhir Brown (ankle) 
brought some stability to the secondary last 
week. Brown is an above-average cover corner 
and a sure tackler. He has a knack for 
keeping receivers from converting on 
third-down routes and adds a much-needed 
physical presence to the coverage scheme. 
HOT: Some observers thought WR Isaac 
Bruce would lose his starting job to Kevin 
Curtis. Instead, Bruce, who is closing in on his 34th birthday, is on 
pace for 70-plus catches and more than 1,100 receiving yards. 
Bruce remains a master at setting up cornerbacks and positioning 
himself to make tough catches downfield. YOUTH MOVEMENT: 

TE Joe Klopfenstein has shown he can get downfield and catch the 
ball. He still must work on getting off the line, polishing his route 
running and improving his blocking. Another 
year in the weight room, plus a few more 
pounds on his still-lean frame, will help. For 
now, Klopfenstein must rely on positioning, 
technique and willpower. —Jim Thomas 
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Shaun Alexander 


SAN FRANCISCO 4SERS 


LT Jonas Jennings and LG Larry Allen, who 
returned to the lineup last week after missing 
time with injuries, bring a power-blocking 
element back to the offensive line, and that should strengthen the 
running game. Allen still can maul undersized defenders, and Jennings 
can drive his man off the ball. COLD: Opposing receivers are regularly 
getting past the team’s safeties. SS Mark Roman, who replaced Tony 
Parrish three weeks ago, needs to be more aggressive when battling 
receivers for the ball. FS Mike Adams often is out of position in 
coverage, which leaves him vulnerable to the deep ball. He’s being 
pushed by Keith Lewis, but Lewis lacks top-end speed and can be 
beaten in man-to-man coverage. YOUTH MOVEMENT: RB Frank Gore 
has established himself as a central part of the offense. Gore 

(5-9, 212) is undersized, but he is fast and runs with power. He hits 
the hole with authority and can break tackles. Gore also is a skilled 
receiver out of the backfield. —Dennis Georgatos 
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AFC SOUTH 


GRAB LIFE BY THE HORNS 


SEATTLE 
SEAHAWKS 


Coach Mike Holmgren and 
coordinator Gil Haskell have 
tweaked the offense to 
accommodate QB Seneca 
Wallace's quickness and 
running ability. Wallace has a 
strong arm, but he can go 
from hot to inaccurate in the 
same quarter. Look for more 
rollouts, quick passes and 
designed runs. He threw for 
three touchdowns last week. 
TOUGH MATCHUP: With 

QB Matt Hasselbeck injured, 
getting the ball to 

WRs Darrell Jackson and 
Deion Branch on quick 
throws has become the key 
to the Seahawks’ passing 
game. If Raiders CBs Fabian 
Washington and Nnamdi 
Asomugha can disrupt the 
receivers coming off the line, 
the Seahawks will need to 
alter their game plan. 

YOUTH MOVEMENT: 

Ss Michael Boulware and 
Jordan Babineaux both joined 
the Seahawks in 2004. 
Boulware lost the starting job 
this year after making too 
many bad reads in the first six 
games. Babineaux has good 
instincts and ball skills, but 
he'll have to show he can 
read and react properly if he 
is to succeed where Boulware 
failed. —Clare Farnsworth 
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The Ravens climbed in : 
this week’s rankings. 


presented by 
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e. The teams will have different approaches on 
offense: Carson Palmer will throw often against a vulnerable Ravens pass 
defense, and Jamal Lewis will get plenty of work against a shaky Bengals 
run defense. The key will be turnovers, and the Baltimore defense has 
more playmakers. Ravens 23, Bengals 20. 
. Expect plenty of scoring in a game that 
Bares two high-powered offenses. Larry Johnson and Steven Jackson will 
trade sizable rushing gains early, and that will open up the passing games. 
ie a) goes to Mars o Ruler and Torry Holt at home. Rams 34, Chiefs 27. 
h. Both teams need to rely on strong running games 
and soit defenses to overcome shaky quarterback play. Although Ben 
Roethlisberger is struggling more than Jake Plummer, Roethlisberger's 
supporting cast will respond to the Steelers’ desperate situation with an 
insole’ ear ina perinees -it- aut Bane, Steelers 16, Broncos 13. 

i li New E 1. With rookie back Joseph Addai providing 


a ,at Ge I 
ansas City at St. Louis 


r at Ditch, 
ven at Pittsbu 


a spark, Peyton Manes and the Colts’ offense will respond to the 

challenge of keeping up with Tom Brady and the Patriots’ running game. 

Former Patriot Adam Vinatieri will win it late. Colts 30, Patriots 27. 
—Vinnie lyer 


For in-depth analysis of every game, every week, subscribe to 
Pro Football War Room at sportingnews.com/nfl/warroom. 


umber 
Lions 0B 


23= 


Pass completions of 20-plus yards by the 
Lions’ offense in its first seven games, 
with four touchdowns, according to STATS 
LLC. Evidence of Air Martz’s influence? 
Perhaps. Detroit had 35 such plays all of 
last season, with six touchdowns. 


JAY DROWNS / SN 


HOW’S THIS FOR A GAME FACE? 


ALL-NEW 2007 DODGE NITRO. FEATURING THE AVAILABLE 
MyGIG™ MULTIMEDIA INFOTAINMENT SYSTEM’ WITH 
SIRIUS® SATELLITE RADIO’ AND A YEAR OF SERVICE PROVIDED 
BY DODGE. NOW YOU’LL NEVER MISS A FOOTBALL GAME. 
Visit dodge: com/nitro or call 800- 4ADODGE. 


red trademarks 


AR 


BUCKLE UP 


Chrysler Financial is a business uni 
of DaimlerChrysler Financiz 
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1977: 


Mickey Thomson 
puts Valvoline in 
his engine and goes 
on to drive 1000 
of the toughest, 


HAROLD HINSON FOR SN 


hottest, dustiest 
miles a motor will 
ever face, taking his 
first win of many in 
the Baja 1000. 


y A 


Valvoline. 
TESTED ON THE TRACK. 
TRUSTED ON THE ROAD: 


Ispencer@sportingnews.com 


se 


his Martinsville experience, he'll need plenty of roadside assistance. 


y, 


ookies will make mistakes. 


NASCAR expects it. Team 
owners expect it. And the 
other competitors expect 
it, too. 

But NASCAR also makes every 
effort to ensure drivers are fully 
prepared before they take the 
green flag. A committee meets on 
a weekly basis to review 
applicants for every level of 
NASCAR racing. Committee 
members evaluate stats, watch 
race footage and assess 
recommendations from team 
owners, track officials and other 
drivers. 

NASCAR admits when it makes 
mistakes. After monitoring the 
progress of Cameron Dodson in 
Mike Mitler’s truck as he finished 
29th at O'Reilly Raceway Park 
(.686-mile) and 24th at New 
Hampshire (1.058-mile), NASCAR 
deemed the 18-year-old ready to 
race at Las Vegas (1.5 mile) on 
September 23. But after he 
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wrecked his primary truck and 
then spun in the backup during 
the optional test date, NASCAR 
changed its mind. Dodson 
returned at Martinsville two 
weeks ago and finished 30th. 


Things to be on the 
lookout for at Texas 


Terrell Owens applies for a 
jackman’s position at Hall of 
Fame Racing. 


The aftermath of too much 
chicken fried steak. 


qualifying order. 

After victory flip, 

recruited to be the first male 
Cowboys cheerleader. —LS. 


Terry Labonte wins the two-step 
contest at his own tribute party. 


Texas Hold 'Em tourney decides 


While Dodson raced for 
redemption on Martinsville’s 
tight half-mile track, 
20-year-old David Ragan, 
running his second Cup race, 
exemplified the need for the 
yellow stripe rookies carry 
on their cars. Ragan’s 
aggressiveness drew the ire 
of many fellow competitors 
at Martinsville, including 
Tony Stewart, Jeff Gordon 
and Kevin Harvick. Ragan 
wrecked Ken Schrader badly 
enough that Ragan called to 
apologize Monday morning. 

NASCAR did not stand idly 
by. The sanctioning body 
refused to approve Ragan— 
the heir apparent to Mark 
Martin’s No. 6 Roush Racing 
Ford—for last Sunday’s Cup 
race at wide-open Atlanta. 

If NASCAR’s decision 
wasn’t enough for Ragan to 
mellow out on the track, his 
fellow drivers added the 
weight of their comments. 
His performance was still an 
issue last weekend, even though 
he wasn’t racing. 

“I was one of his victims,” says 
Gordon, a four-time Cup champ. 
“I was one of the ones who was 
not particularly pleased with 


is 


-SPENCER- 


al a good thing AAA will be David Ragan’s sponsor. If his rookie year is anything like 


ILLUSTRATION BY JACK KRUYNE / SN, CHEERLEADER BY ROBERT SEALE / SN, EDWARDS BY HAROLD HINSON FOR SN 


some of the things he did. 

“I guess I question more 
whether he was ready for 
Martinsville rather than whether 
he was ready for (Atlanta). I think 
he was probably ready for here.” 

Although Jeff Burton had not 
talked to NASCAR officials about 
the situation, he says “this is 
their way of saying you have to 
think about how you race. 

“David needs to take a step 
back and understand that these 
are long races,” Burton says. 
“There’s a right way to race anda 
wrong way to race. He has to 
learn the etiquette of racing.” 

Burton believes Ragan has the 
talent required for Cup racing and 


& BLOG ALERT 


appreciates the pressure he’s 
under replacing Mark Martin, one 
of the sport’s icons. Burton, 
NASCAR’s resident sage, says 
Ragan should use his fellow 
Roush racers as mentors. 

Ragan is taking that advice, He 
says he spoke with Martin and 
Carl Edwards about how to move 
on. Martinsville was humbling, 
and Ragan was visibly remorseful 
at Atlanta Motor Speedway last 
Friday. He hoped his sixth-place 
run in Saturday’s truck race was a 
first step in redeeming himself. 

NASCAR delivered its message 
to Ragan loud and clear. How well 
he listened will be revealed by his 
actions on the track. SN 


P| Chase is an exaggeration. Let's call it The 
Hot Potato for the NASCAR Nextel 
Cup. Nobody wants to win this thing. 


Go after Matt Crossman at sportingnews.com. 
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One color goes with everything. 


Only the leader in antifreeze could make it so simple. Get Prestone® Extended Life 
Antifreeze/Coolant for the patented protection that mixes with any color 
antifreeze and is compatible with any make or model car. Available in concentrate 
and ready-to-use formulas. Choose Prestone and you can’t go wrong. 


Prestone Protection: Easy to Choose. Easy to Use. 


A Honeywell car care product. www.prestone.com ©2006 Honeywell International Inc. 


Yes, NASCAR's TV ratings are 
down, but so are most other 
sports’. NASCAR's slip doesn't 
have as much to do with 
quality of production or action 
on the screen as oversaturation 
of NASCAR programming in 
general. 


Although Ward Burton's return 
at Martinsville was not stellar, 
he finished on the lead lap and 
was extremely well received by 
the fans. Expect the same 
response this weekend in the 
Lone Star State, where Burton's 
drawl will rival any Texan's. 
Chevrolet's and Dodge's 
introductions of the Impala 
and Avenger have absolutely 
nothing to do with 
performance. Both are strictly 
marketing moves. With Toyota's 
debut, Chevy and Dodge have 
to do something to steal the 
spotlight. 


NASCAR 
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Lalit thies races s Feet in the Chase for the NASM Nextel Cup, 

ale E r. trails points leader Matt Kenseth by just 84 
naints At Atlanta on Sunday, Junior's favorite car delivered its 
seventh top 10 in 12 races this season. That's also the car he'll race 
this weekend at Texas, where he won his first career Cup race. 
Excluding a DNF in 2002, the No. 8 has an average finish of 6.29 at 
Texas. In eight starts at Phoenix, the site of the November 12 race, 
Junior has scored two wins and four top fives. As for Homestead, 
where the season will end and Junior's top finish was 13th, crew 
chief Tony Eury Jr. is encouraged that DEI teammate Martin Truex 
had one of the fastest cars in a test at the track last month. The 
No. 8 car should benefit from what the No. 1 learned. 


Front stretch: 2,250 feet / 5° 


Sludge robs your car of power and 
acceleration. Castro! GTX: Maximum 


protection against sludge buildup. 


. 11/10/06 


Next year is 

expected to be 

Sterling Marlin’s iA 

last full-time season 4 

on the Nextel Cup A 

tour. Marlin willtun 50 “Sy 
in June, and his first Cup = 


race was in 1976. If Marlin 

runs part time at MB2 in 2008, that will 
open the door for tin to return 
to a 36-race schedule and contend for 
the Cup. Given that Martin has two DNFs 
in the Chase, another chance might not 
be a bad thing. > After salvaging an 
11th-place finish at Memphis in the 
Busch Series race last Saturday, Jua 
Pablo Montoya will run the balance of 
the NBS schedule and is expected to 
make his Nextel Cup debut at 
Homestead. Montoya had a strong test at 
the 1.5-miler and will have veteran 
spotter Tal d guiding him the rest of 
the year. » Former Ganassi Racing 
general manager Andy s, 36, has 
signed on as the senior manager for 


Is there any American racing series Tony 


Toyota's NASCAR 
Cup program. 
Graves, who also 
“has worked as a 
- crew chief at 
= Hendrick Motorsports, 
will have an office in Mooresville, 
N.C., so he can split time among all three 
Toyota operations. > on’s 
Ford effort is full speed ahead for 2007. 
Gordon has two Car of Tomorrow Fusions 
in the works, his first speedway car is 
expected to visit the wind tunnel in the 
next two weeks, and the body is being 
hung on the first intermediate car. > 
, the 2006 Indy 500 winner 
and a three-time IndyCar champ, will 
attempt to qualify for the Busch races at 
Phoenix and Homestead. > General 
Motors will run the Impala SS instead of 
the Monte Carlo at Car of Tomorrow races 
in 2007. Although DaimlerChrysler won't 
admit it will similarly run the Avenger 
instead of the Charger, one Dodge 
engineer says, “It would make sense’ 


can't conquer? Before winning 


Sunday's Nextel Cup race, Stewart locked up the IROC championship on Saturday. 
Stewart also has won the Indy Racing League championship and the USAC Triple 
Crown. Stewart, the defending NASCAR Nextel Cup champion, did not make the 
Chase this year, but he has two wins since it started. 


GENE BLYTHE / AP 


SLUDGE CAN'T HAPPEN 
TO ME. 


Think engine sludge can’t happen to you? So did 
everybody else who got it. Get the superior protection 
of Castrol GTX, with unique dual dispersants that 
stop sludge in its tracks. It’s so effective, it passed 
the industry's toughest sludge standard* Not 

all oils did. For superior sludge protection, ask for 
Castrol GTX. Or you might be asking for trouble. 
Check out castrol.com/us for more information. 


IT'S MORE THAN JUST OIL. IT’S LIQUID ENGINEERING” @{eekyaai é 
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TEXAS M 


ion: Fort Worth, Texas 
: 1.5 miles 
1: 2,250 feet 


Matt Kenseth’s 
Scouting report 


“The track is much wider than it has ever 
been and has a really good outside groove, but 
it’s still difficult in traffic. The straightaways are 
real flat. It’s still tough to get your car pointed in 
traffic whenever everybody's going real fast. Last 
year, as soon as the sun went away, the top 
kind of rubbered up and got a lot of grip 
where you could really get in the 
gas—especially in Turns 3 and 4. 
| was kind of stubborn and 
stayed on the bottom because 
that's where we made our 
living the whole first 
half of the race” 


Vinnie: Matt Kenseth needs a big win to help 
his Nextel Cup championship surge, and few 
things are bigger—or faster—than Texas. Look for 
the No. 17 team to have the best stock car near 
Fort Worth’s stockyards, where Kenseth will build 
on his most recent third- and second-place 
finishes at Texas and win at the track for the 
second time in his career. Roger, however, 
should get used to being No. 2. 


© Sleeper: Casey Mears. 
© Not so fast: Scott Riggs. 


Follow their running feud at s 
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h: 1,330 feet 


CHASE DRIVERS 
AT TEXAS 


1. Matt Kenseth 

2. Jimmie Johnson 

3. Denny Hamlin j 

4. Dale Earnhardt Jr. _ 

5. Jeff Burton ml 

6. Kevin Harvick 

7. Jeff Gordon Wi! 

8. Mark Martin 

9. Kasey Kahne 
10. Kyle Busch 


OP > iS ON WD |S [wm & 


Who will win at Texas? 


Fantasy experts Roger Kuznia and Vinnie lyer pick Nextel Cup race winners. 


Roger: Vinnie, I'm starting to understand 
what Greg Biffle felt like this year while he was 
encountering all kinds of bad luck. But! 

® remain confident | will win Pit box because a 
loss would cause the world to plunge into the 
abyss. Kasey Kahne will play the role of Atlas 
with his win at Texas. He won there in April, 
and his straightaway speed is a big reason 
he'll win again in November. 


© Sleeper: Carl Edwards. 
© Not so fast: Ryan Newman. 


| 


Nextel Cup points (based on how the experts’ choices finished in points ee) Viqnio 3,339; Roger 3,145. 


Mark Martin 
is 1-4; 24 degrees Most top 1f 


: 5degrees Mark Martin, Tony stewart 


: 1, 11 drivers tied 


5:4, 


: 6, Dale Earnhardt Jr., 
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Jeff Gordon, car dards, 2005 
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THE FINAL WORD 


Sing this to the tune of 
“Deep in the Heart of 
Texas”: The cars at night, 
throw lots of sparks, deep 
in the heart of Texas. Sing 
this to Alabama's “If You're 
Gonna Play in Texas (You 
Gotta Have a Fiddle in the 
Band)”: If you're gonna 
race in Texas, you gotta 
have a car that’s really 


fast. Sing this to “Sharp Dressed Man” by Texas group 
ZZTop: Every girl's crazy about Kasey Kahne. He'll win 
as you hum the theme song from Dallas for the rest of 
the week. —Matt Crossman 
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New high performance beds 


Marriott 


Roll on into one of the new, fresh, crisp beds at Fairfield Inn 
And rev up your Marriott Rewards® points at any of our over 500 locations. 
Fairfield Inn. For travelers who know 


Call 1-800-MARRIOTT or visit Marriott.com/fairfieldinn 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


decourcy @ sportingnews.com 


It doesn’t take an accountant to recognize Bob Knight 
will be forever as great as he is unique. 


Knight is the king of basketball 


ete Rose is the greatest 

hitter in baseball history. 

There never has been a 

better running back than 

Emmitt Smith. The best of 
the big-time college football 
coaches is Bobby Bowden. Bob 
Knight is the standard by which 
all college basketball coaches are 
and will be measured. 

Hmmm. This could be a SAT 
question: Which of the above 
statements is least like the 
others? 

Of course, it’s D. The one that 
is true. 

Knight is the only one among 
that group who does not have the 
numbers on his side, 
although he will in just a 
couple of months. When 
Texas Tech wins 
another 
11 games, Knight 
will pass Dean 
Smith’s record of 
879 career 
victories. Having 
just signed a 
contract 
extension 
through 2012, 
Knight then will 
set about 
extending that 
record beyond 
most anyone’s 
reach. 

Will that make 
him college 


Knight isn’t 
worried that his 
pursuit of the 
career record 
for victories will 
get in the way 
of his ability to 
teach. 
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basketball’s greatest coach? No. 
To a very large portion of the 
people who follow this sport, he 
already is. They don’t need a 
statistical weapon with which to 
wage their arguments. To another 
large portion of fans, Knight 
never could be the best, no 
matter what the numbers say. 

But if this game weren’t about 
numbers, no one would be 
keeping score. 

Were coaching defined only by 
career records, though, Pete 

Newell would not be 
r recognized as one 
digs of the game’s 
geniuses and Lou 

Henson would be 
embraced as an 
enduring legend. 


Knight is well aware he 
is about to break Smith’s 
record. People ask him 
about it whenever they get 
the chance. He has no choice 
but to be aware. The thing is, 
even if he were coaching with 
no interruption from the media, 
which might be his personal 
vision of heaven, Knight would 
know the numbers: 869 
victories, 350 defeats. 
“Anybody who says they 
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don’t pay attention to their 
record is lying,” says ESPN 
analyst Fran Fraschilla, a former 
Division I head coach with a 
175-100 mark. 

However, Knight serves as the 
measuring stick for all college 
coaches because he can be used 
as an example in ways well 
beyond what his win-loss record 
suggests. 

As a teacher of the game, he 
has no equal. The other coaches 
tell you that. Even North 
Carolina’s Roy Williams, who 
gleaned most of his principles 
from his years working for Smith, 
admits he borrowed from Knight 
many ideas about how to runa 
program. Knight’s contemporaries 
never have questioned his 

integrity, which seems 


=> almost impossible in 


an endeavor this 
competitive. As an example of 
how to conduct oneself as a 
public figure, well, Knight sets a 
different sort of standard there, 
doesn’t he? 

When asked at Big 12 media 
day whether he was worried 
about the impact the national 
attention would have on his 
players, Knight answered, “I think 
whatever impact this thing brings 
about will be like a fly trying to 
bomb New York.” 

What other coach would have 
delivered that answer? 

Indeed, Knight stands alone. SN 


& BLOG ALERT 


To be part of Kentucky basketball 
is to know the program's 1] 
history and to be judged by it. 


Judge Mike DeCourcy’s blog all you want at sportingnews.com. 


PF Alex Stepheson is among the 
least hyped players in North 
Carolina’s freshman class but may 
be the most ready to start. 
Stephenson isn’t as long as 
McDonald's All American 

PF Brandan Wright, but he is more 
powerful. Stepheson doesn’t have 
the low-post skills of PF Deon 
Thompson, but he fits better into 
the running game. Wright still will 
battle Stepheson for starts but must 
add weight to become truly great. 
He handles the ball like Florida’s 
Joakim Noah and is more polished 
on offense. » A pro scout making 
the rounds of college practices 
offers this warning: Don't go near 
Texas A&M with a basketball in your 
hands. “They guard the ball 
unbelievably,’ says the scout, who 
claims he never has seen a team 
practice as hard and as purposefully 
as Billy Gillispie’s Aggies. > Wake 
Forest planned to redshirt freshman 
C Chas McFarland but abandoned 
the idea after watching him practice. | 
McFarland is 7-0 with good 
footwork and surprising skill. In 

one scrimmage, he executed a 
backhanded touch pass from the 
foul line that hit C Kyle Visser in 
stride for a layup. > Western 
Kentucky could break through if 

PG Tyrone Brazelton performs as 
well as he practices. Star 

SF Courtney Lee will benefit from 
having a playmaker get him the ball. 
> Freshman PG Deonta Vaughn 
has been impressive in Cincinnati's 
early practices. He is efficient and 
has a knack for making deep shots 
and finishing at the rim. The 
Bearcats’ greatest concern is the 
eligibility of Cs Adam Hrycaniuk 
and Hernol Hall. Questions stem - 
from their play in overseas leagues. 
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GRUDGE, GUTS & GLORY 


Sports’ all-time great grudge matches 


Capturing the drama of 50 of the all-time greatest grudge matches, each with 
spectacular photos and a fascinating sidebar that supplements each narrative. 
There is also an action-packed one-hour DVD with 


highlights of the match-ups! 
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The greatest photographs of football's toughest players 
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The biggest loser could win big 


he meaty issues will be 
dealt with when the games 
take on more significance. 
The weighty ones can be 
addressed now. 

In at least one respect, the 2006 
offseason might go down as a 
time when the NBA scaled back. 
Oh, there still were a share of 
weight issues, such as Adonal 
Foyle’s girth, about which Golden 
State coach Don Nelson told the 
San Francisco Chronicle, “I'll look 
harder at him if he gets his weight 
down ... but right now, I’m just 
looking around him.” Milt Palacio, 
Andre Miller and Michael 
Sweetney were questioned about 
excess pounds as well. 

But, for the most part, thin (or 
at least thinner) is in. The biggest 
loser? Three.in particular come to 
mind, and I’m not talking about 
Tina Yothers, Vinny Pastore and 
Ted Lange on the latest version of 
VH1’s Celebrity Fit Club. 


Emeka Okafor, Bobcats. The 
2005 Rookie of the Year hardly 
was some sort of bulbous blob 
when he reported to camp last 
season. If anything, he was too 
buff at 6-10, 282. Okafor was 
chiseled, with muscles popping 
out of muscle. 

But like those World’s 
Strongest Men who can lift 
anything but have a devil of a 
time touching the backs of their 
necks, Okafor sacrificed the 
flexibility and quickness that fed 
his undersized low-post game. 

The result was a sophomore 
season limited to 26 games 
because of injury. This year, 
Okafor is down to 264 pounds. 
And though the preseason turned 
into an uneven morass of missed 
shots and awkward moments, he 
at least possesses the build of an 
athlete instead of a bodybuilder. 

“I was thinking, ‘Bigger is 
better—lift, lift, lift,’ ”” Okafor 
acknowledged during camp. “It 
was good for the first month, and 
then I started to wear down, 
huffing and puffing.” 

For now, the goal is to keep 
Okafor out of the weight room 
and at his current weight, which 
is slightly above his rookie 
figure of 257. 

Mike Bibby, Kings. Few 
have questioned Bibby’s 
credentials as a shooter. 

But last season, more often 
than not, that’s all he was. 
One reason was the 15 extra 
pounds Bibby thought would 
help him endure an extended 
season. Instead, having to 
contend with the quickness 
of Spurs point guard Tony 
Parker in the playoffs 


You can be pretty sure 
Bibby isn’t pointing at 
a nice plate of nachos. 
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Okafor still has meat on his 
bones, but now he can jump, too. 
meant it was one round and out 
for Bibby and the Kings. 

Like Okafor, Bibby has lost 
some muscle tone. But now, at 
6-1, 185, there at least is the 
prospect of keeping up with the 
likes of Parker, Steve Nash and 
other quick Western Conference 
point guards. 

It wasn’t so much a look in the 
mirror that got Bibby to scale 
down as a glance at last season’s 
statistics. “] became a spot-up 
shooter,” he told the Sacramento 
Bee. “Last year, I was in the top 
five in the NBA in 3-point 
attempts and makes. I was 
shooting 3s, but I’m not a 3-point 
shooter. That’s not me.” 

So he molded himself back into 
a pest known for wearing down 
opponents in the postseason. 
He’s nearly back to the weight he 


NDERMAN 


Last season's cold reality wasn’t worth the weight. 


Between the crackdown on 
complaining to referees and 
the new synthetic ball, Suns 
guard Steve Nash wonders 
what's next. “After 32 years of 
using my hands and cussing, 
I'm not allowed to do either— 
and they changed the ball,” 
he told reporters. “Next thing 
you know, chewing gum will 
be illegal.” 


carried at the University of 
Arizona and is in good enough 
shape to move at a quicker clip 
once he gets past his current 
thumb injury. “He’s applying a lot 
of defensive pressure now,” 
teammate Kevin Martin told the 
paper. “I haven’t seen Mike do 
that since | got here.” 

Baron Davis, Warriors. Unlike 
with Okafor and Bibby, the issue 
with the Warriors’ point guard 
never has been about bulking 
up—unless you're counting the 
on-again, off-again bulge around 
his midsection. 

Few players in the NBA are as 
impacted by the scale as Davis, 
who alternately gains and sheds 
the same 15 pounds. With the 
extra weight, Davis can be a 
malcontent who not only poisons 
games with his slowdown play 
but also practices with 
indifference. Without the 
padding, he is a steely-built 
Nash-like burst of energy. 

So where does Nelson want 
Davis, who is listed at 223 
pounds? “Lighter than his lowest 
weight would be good for me,” 
Nelson says. 

Like Bibby, Davis played the 
preseason at a speed that 
reduced his need to rely on 
3-pointers. He even won the 
Warriors’ camp conditioning drill. 

Much is riding on the missing 
midsection. With a spring in his 
step, Davis made the Hornets 
matter and delivered hope in his 
first season with the Warriors. 
But when the scale starts to tip 
the other way, his game is slowed 
by the ballast that brought down 
coaches Tim Floyd and Mike 
Montgomery. SN 
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Watching the Raptors in the preseason, you have to start writing them down (in pencil, at least) as a playoff-caliber team. 


Who's your pick for the biggest sleeper? Tell Sean Deveney at sportingnews.com. 


So what's an optimal early-season rotation size? To Suns coach I => ° 


, the magic number is eight. His view is that NBA players rarely 
reach a productive level with minimal minutes. Such an approach does not 
bode well for SF Jumaine Jones and SG . In contrast, Fase SF 
SuperSonics coach Bob Hill thinks the shift from camp to a denser opening 
schedule requires more players getting minutes, which is why he plans to go 
10 or 11 deep. > In a bid to rev up their offense, the Raptors have been 
drilling with a 7-second shot clock. “They realized if we push the ball up and 


May yet turn 
into the steal of the summer for the 
Bucks, but the preseason hardly 
was kind to him after he was 


acquired from the Raptors for 
make a hard cut, a good pass, you can get a decent shot in 7 seconds” .) PG T.J. Ford. Fewer plays will be run 
coach San II told reporters. > With Andrew Bogut (leg) sidelined f for Villanueva in Milwaukee, so he 
for the first month, the Bucks’ plan to feature a high-post center has hit a will have to hustle to get his points. 
speed bump. Fill-ins Brian § er and d > aren't known for their 


passing skills. > The Mavericks have decided to take the focus off PG 
" shooting struggles by accentuating his positives. “He is not a 

shooter,’ coach Aver son told reporters. “His primary role is to be a 
playmaker and a penetrator. | don’t know why everybody is focusing on him 
shooting the ball.’ > You knew it only was a matter of time: After being 
sidelined late in the preseason with a sore foot, Knicks PG S 

was asked whether the injury had anything to do with his signature 
$15 sneakers. “It’s not because of the shoes’ he told reporters. > For those 
who think the Pacers simply should dump SG n Jz in light of 
his latest after-hours escapade, keep in mind that he is under PY 
contract through 2009-10 at an average of about $7 ; ~ ay 
million per year. > In his third season, 76ers SF Ar > 

has set a goal of becoming more of a 
complete player. Iguodala admitted that in his first two 
seasons, he rarely put together solid efforts on offense 
and defense in the same game. > The Kings paid 
$400,000 in guaranteed money to learn what the 
Timberwolves, Heat and Raptors already knew about 
Cl Woods: His focus wanders too much for him to 
be relied upon as.a consistent option in the middle. He was 
released by Sacramento before the end of camp, leaving Le 
and Vv to play center. > SG S hardly has enhanced 
his chances in Denver with his penchant for barely making it to practice on 
time. Smith’s latest defense: “I’m not really a morning person” > Not only 
did Larry Bird’s legacy prevent Luke Jackson from retaining No. 33 when 
he was dealt from the Cavaliers to the Celtics, but Boston’s tradition 
prevented numerous other options. “Every single number is retired. You have 
to wear like No. 95)” says Jackson, who settled for No. 11. 


More incredible weight-loss stories! 


@ In Portland, Jamaal Magloire, who is in a battle for playing time in the Trail 
Blazers’ crowded middle, is trimmed down from 278 pounds to 255, which is 5 
pounds lighter than he was during his 2003-04 All-Star season with the Hornets. 

@ In Boston, Al Jefferson shed 30 pounds after his second season was 
plagued by ankle problems. “Last year,” teammate Paul Pierce told the Boston 
Herald, “it always seemed as if he was a step slow” 

@ In Cleveland, Donyell Marshall trimmed his body fat by 4 percent. He felt 
sluggish last season—opponents, unconcerned about Marshall’s getting near the 
basket, routinely defended him with smaller players. Coaches encouraged him to 
use the offseason to get into better shape, and.he did. 
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BASEBALL 


At long last, baseball's warring factions have forged a true partnership. 


For once, D.C. helped get something done 


olitics has been creating 

strange bedfellows since 

the first lobbyist staggered 

through the first Beltway 

cocktail party, but 
Washington may have outdone 
itself this time. 

When major league owners and 
the players union used the World 
Series as a platform to 
announce a new labor 


The shared 


D-Calif., head the House 
Committee on Government 
Reform that conducted the 
hearings. 

The shared interest of owners 
and players to settle the drugs 
issue—and, more important, to 
remove the perception there was 
a problem—helped forge the sort 
of partnership that 
would have been 


agreement that will interest of unimaginable just a few 
run through 2011, a years ago. 
deal struck nearly two owners and “We only negotiated 
months before the old players helped (a ie Site policy) 

act was to expire, it eight months ago,” says 
had as much a do forge the sort Rob Manfred, he 
with Reps. Tom Davis of partnership - owners’ lead negotiator. 
PARAS, GENO | Wore dung theses 
Donald Fehr. have been negotiation of a 

Spero es 2 unimaginable megs 1 ine 

scared straight 1S . inaugural Wor 
months ago when it just a few Baseball Classic, so a 
was dragged onto years ago. can-do spirit filled the 


the carpet of Capitol 

Hill to explain its hands-off 
approach toward illegal 
performance-enhancing drugs. 
Davis, R-Va., and Waxman, 


It’s time to bring the Series in 


Could the World Series ever be played at a neutral site? 

Sort of a test case took place last spring in San Diego during the 
inaugural World Baseball Classic. And though Major League Baseball 
has no current plans to establish set venues, the question bubbled 
back to the surface when rain and cold played havoc with the 


all-Midwest World Series. 


“Let's play in San Diego, Anaheim, L.A., Texas, Houston every year,’ 
Tigers center fielder Curtis Granderson says. “Alternate a site, especially 
now considering the season is going to go even later. It could be 


interesting” 


And interesting beats shivering any day. What's more, there would be 
no need for travel days, so the whole thing could be played in a week. 

Next year’s World Series is scheduled to end on Halloween. Another 
bout of bad weather could push a game into November. 

Yes, a neutral site would keep hometown fans from experiencing a 
World Series in their city, but they can attend only four home games at 
the most anyway. Plus, college fans still find their way to bow! games 


and the Final Four, don’t they? 
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room when it came time 


to divvy up the $5.2 billion (and 
rising) in annual revenue that now 
invigorates the sport. 


“I think the agreement is a very 


solid compromise of the interests 
between the players and the 
owners,” Manfred says. “We were 
able to make the agreement 
because we were comfortable that 
the existing framework, with some 
improvements, was sufficient to 
maintain the economic stability of 
the game.” 

Though both sides must be 
applauded for their maturity and 
vision, that’s not to say there 


€ BLOG ALERT 


Kenny Rogers 

can't handle 
some boos? Geez, 
it’s no wonder the 


guy was run out 9 
of New York. 


Think you can handle going toe to 
toe with Stan McNeal about the 
biggest stories in baseball? State 


your case at sportingnews.com. 


ohelehel-\ | 


weren't some missed 
opportunities: The first-year 
player draft still doesn’t have an 
official slotting system for salaries 
based on draft position, as the 
NBA's draft does. Teams still 

can’t trade draft picks. And the 
player-slanted arbitration system 
remains unchanged. 

It also is questionable whether 
enough was done to spur 
lower-revenue clubs, such as the 
Marlins and Devil Rays, to spend 
more on payroll. Manfred 
proposed a minimum payroll at 
one point but didn’t get very far 
because of the union’s strong 
belief in free-market principles. 

As a compromise, the two sides 
closed some of the loopholes that 
impeded competitive balance. 

All teams now will be taxed 31 
cents on every dollar of revenue 
they produce as opposed to the 
old system that hit large-revenue 
clubs with a 40 percent tax and 
lower-revenue clubs at 48 percent. 
That disincentive for the small fry 
to produce more revenue has 
been removed. 


You mean rain and iis in the mid-40s isn't baseball weather? 


CHARLES KRUPA / AP 


“Under the old agreement, a 
team like the Marlins would have to 
give up 48 cents of every new 
dollar that they earned,” says 
union general counsel Mike Weiner. 
“There’s a limited amount of risk 
you're prepared to take when, even 
if you win, you only get to keep 52 
percent of your gains.” 

And now? 

“When I project out that if 
increase my payroll by 
$10 million I might be able to 
increase my revenues by 
$15 million,” Weiner says, “now 
I get to keep a lot higher 
percentage of that $15 million and 
I'm more likely to do it. That’s the 
theory behind this. We view 
players as an investment decision 
by clubs.” 

The new agreement also fails to 
give the union the greater input it 
sought in how teams use 
revenue-sharing funds. If a rival 
club objects to the Marlins’ 
$15 million payroll and wonders 
what they are doing with their 
$30 million annual welfare check, 
the issue goes before a 
management-appointed panel and 
the union is merely informed after 
the grievance is resolved. 

“Some players were concerned 
about that, but Bud still feels like 
he needs to control some things 
himself,” says a veteran player. 
“How the revenue-sharing money 
is spent is one of those things. It’s 
like his sacred cow.” 

With both sides fat and happy, 
there was no need for ritual 
slaughter. 


SN 


Anyone surprised to hear Gary 
Sheffield is trying to squeeze 
an extension out of the 
Yankees or whoever trades for 
him this winter hasn't been 
paying attention. The strategy 
is vintage Sheff. 

Smart move by the Giants to 
snap up Bruce Bochy as their 
next manager. Nothing better 
than raiding a division rival for 
one of its strongest assets. 

For some reason the Nationals 
are having a hard time filling 
their vacant manager's seat. 
Don't these reluctant 
candidates know a new 
stadium is on the way? 
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It looks as though 
Joe Girardi, the 
SPORTING NEWS 
N.L. Manager of 
the Year, will 
spend the 2007 


season aS a 


broadcaster as he plots an 


eventual return to the dugout. “| 


loved managing; Girardi says. 


“It's a wonderful job. | do want 


to manage again. | just don’t 


know if it will be next year” 


Girardi removed himself from 


consideration for the Nationals 


job and said, “No, thanks,’ when 


the Giants called to gauge his 


intere 


St. Girardi says that in 


each case it was a family 


decision. 


Home run king Hank Aaron, at the World Series to 
present his eponymous award to Yankees SS Derek 
Jeter and Phillies 1B Ryan Howard, reiterated his plans 
to boycott Barry Bonds’ run at Aaron’s career record of 


755. “I won't be there,’ Aaron says. “That's it” In this 
case, it's a perfectly understandable stance. > IF Craig 
Counsell, a Players Association representative during 
the final stages of bargaining on the new labor 
agreement, says he 
enjoyed the experience 
but hopes to keep 
playing. A free agent, he 
still views himself as an 
everyday player at 36. 
His versatility and 
reputation as a winner 
could make him a fit 
for a team such as the 


Red Sox, who need z 
help at both middle b, g 
infield spots. > Tigers ' Sali Mai lie 5 
greatwitie Horton, ME), / 1 fi : 


now a special assistant Counsell believes he still can be a starter. 
in the team’s front office, marvels at the increased 
contributions and rapid integration of today’s rookies in 
major league clubhouses. “| think they mix together with 
the veterans more than they ever did,” Horton says. “I 
like what the veterans are doing. When | came up, | 
don’t think | felt free to talk until after my fifth year. | was 
scared to go in the trainer's room.” > Commissioner 

sud Selig says he is willing to consider ways to make 
the playoff path more difficult for wild-card teams, 
especially now that each of the past five World Series 
has featured at least one wild card and three became 


and Jot 


champions (’02 Angels, '03 Marlins, '04 Red Sox). One 
baseball man suggests limiting wild cards to one home 
game in each of the first two rounds, but there should 
be an even bigger penalty: How about no home games 
in the first round and just two in the second? > One 
reason Major League Baseball has been working 

so hard to help the Marlins get a new stadium deal 
done in South Florida: Club owner Je 


a will 
have to repay only 
$23.5 million of the 
$38.5-million loan he 
got from MLB in 2002 if 
the Marlins don’t have 
approval for a new 
stadium by the end of 
this year. “I expect that 
we will in fact turn our 
attention to this over 
the next 60 days to try 
to get something done,’ 
says uPuy, MLB 
president and chief 
operating officer. “We 


want baseball in South Florida and we want it in a 
facility the major leagues can be proud of.” > Keep an 
eye on Red Sox prospect Jacoby Ellsbury, who could 
take over for CF Coco Crisp in 2008 or even sometime 
next season. “He's like a combination of ) 
in on,’ a rival scout says of the Arizona 
Fall League standout. “He can’t throw, which reminds 
you of Damon, but his body is a lot more like Kotsay’s. 
Ellsbury is more live and smoother than early Kotsay. 
And his arm doesn't impact him that much. He's so 
smooth and graceful, he can really go get it in center.” 
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dkindred @ sportingnews.com 


if there’s basketball in heaven, and if your locker room is full of snow, 
chances are Red Auerbach is doing what he loves the most. 


With Red, genius was always on the menu 


he silver Mercedes convertible had a 
license plate that read CELTIC. 

In the nation’s capital, that plate 
belonged on only one car. 

Red Auerbach’s. 

Tuesday mornings, 11 o'clock, the great old 
coach parked on H Street in front of the China 
Doll restaurant. 

A dozen guys would come for lunch. An 
eclectic gathering. Basketball people, lawyers, 
Secret Service agents, an Air Force One pilot, a 
television newsman, a sportswriter or two. 
Everybody wanted to know what Arnold Jacob 
Auerbach knew because they knew he knew 
more than they knew about almost everything. 

One Tuesday, I asked about Adolph Rupp. A 
racist? 

“Rupp didn’t care if you were black, white, 
green or purple,” Auerbach said. “If you could 
play, that’s all that mattered. If you couldn’t 
play, he had no use for you, whatever color.” 

My pal John Feinstein wrote a book with 
Auerbach, Let Me Tell You a Story. Every page 
is a delight, Red talking ... 


“Here’s a question for you: How many NBA 
teams today do not have cheerleaders or a 
dance team?” 

No one knew. 

“The answer is one. The team is the Celtics. 
The reason is me.” 

Everyone waited for an explanation. 

“Too many potential problems. Best-case 
scenario, there’s not a thing going on between 
any of them and your players. The wives are still 
pissed off. Worst-case scenario, and you know as 
well as I do, it happens, something is going on, 
and then, eventually, everyone ends up pissed off. 
So I’ve always insisted that we don’t have 
cheerleaders.” 

His cigar was an orchestra leader's baton. He 
moved it to his mouth in triumph. “I'm sure the day 
I die, they'll go out and hire one hundred of em.” 


Well, we figured that day would be a long 
time coming. Red already had lived through 
two or three dyings. “Unbelievable,” Feinstein 


once said. “The wire services had him dead on 
the weekend, and on Tuesday he was at lunch.” 

He was born in 1917, ason of Hyman 
Auerbach, who had emigrated from Russia to 
Brooklyn as a child late in the 19th century. 
Through the Depression, as he worked at his 
father’s dry cleaners pressing and delivering 
clothes, Red played one game, basketball. 
However much his father wanted him to be a 
lawyer or doctor, he had one ambition, to 
coach basketball. Coaching, he cared about 
one thing: Winning. 


b yy “a 
Chewing the fat—and chow mein—with Red 
(right) meant a lot of good Russell stories. 

When Mike Fratello coached the Hawks, he 
hated/loved Auerbach the way every NBA coach 
hated/loved the cocky, arrogant, combative 
giant who made their lives possible. “We'd go to 
Boston in February,” he said, “and there’d be no 
heat in our locker room. Freezing, everything 
but snow in there. Red would say, ‘Sorry.’ Now, 
tell me. You think that was an accident?” 

A Tuesday lunch, a story about Red’s first 
coaching job in the city that became his home 
ever after ... 


At St. Albans, a distinguished private high 
school in Washington, D.C., his team won 11 of 
12 games. He remembered best the defeat 
because a player, his name consigned to 
oblivion except for identification as “a 


congressman's son,” threw an inbounds pass 
behind his back that went directly to an 
opponent for a last-second, game-winning layup. 

“T wanted to kill the kid. But you couldn't do 
that at St. Albans. Couldn't even yell at him. If he 
walked in here today, my first question would be, 
‘What in the world were you thinking about?!’ ” 

Still burning 60 years later? 

“Worst loss of my life.” 


A case can be made that Red Auerbach was 
the greatest coach of all time. At his game’s 
highest level, his Celtics won nine 
league championships. He added 
seven more as the team’s general 
manager. “Red’s genius,” the 
incomparable center Bill Russell 
wrote in his autobiography, “was 
mostly in his skills as a motivator.” 
When Russell begged out of practice, 
Auerbach would say, “You owe me 
one.” There would come a game the 
Celtics needed, and Red would say, 
“You owe me one, right?” 

“Yeah.” 

“Well, I want it tonight.” 

And Russell, who never suffered 
fools, would give it to Red. 

Like his friend Rupp, Auerbach 
cared only if you could play. He drafted the 
NBA’s first black player, started five black 
players first, and in 1966 made Russell the first 
black head coach in pro sports since Fritz 
Pollard’s 1921 season as player and co-coach for 
the NFL's Akron Pros (and one game with 
Hammond in '25). After Indiana University star 
Landon Turner was paralyzed in a 1981 car 
wreck, Auerbach did a favor for another friend 
from another generation, Bob Knight. Making his 
last pick in the ’82 draft, Auerbach said, “The 
Boston Celtics take Landon Turner of Indiana.” 

What a man, Red Auerbach, what a life. 

Dead of a heart attack at 89. 

One thing more. I’m not saying there's a 
connection, I’m just saying. The Celtics’ 
first-ever dance team takes the court this 
season. SN 


SPORTING NEWS (SSN 0038-805X) November 10, 2006, Vol. 230, No. 45 is published weekly, except for one week in January and July and semiweekly during a week in February, Apel, July, August, September, December and two weeks in March & November by SPORTING NEWS, a division 
of American City Business Journals, inc., 14500 S, Outer 40, Chesterfield, MO 63017. Periodicals postage paid at St. Louis, MO and additional mailing offices. For subscription service write to SPORTING NEWS, P.O. Box 51573, Boulder, CO 80322-1573. Subscription price is $78,00 for 60. 
issues. Subscribers in Canada and other countries add $46,80 per 60 issues. Air Mail rates available on request. Allow six weeks tor change of address, Postmaster; Send address changes to SPORTING NEWS, P.0. Box 51573, Boulder, CO 80322-1573. Occasionally, we make our subscriber 
list available to carefully screened companies that offer products and services we believe would interest our readers. If you do not want to receive these offers and/or information, please advise us at P.0, Box 51573, Boulder, CO 80322-1573, SPORTING NEWS assumes no responsibility for 


the return of unsolicited manuscripts, color negatives or transparencies. COPYRIGHT © 2006 American City Business Journals, Inc,, PRINTED IN U.S.A. CANADA GST REGISTRATION NUMBER R-124853730. Publications Mail Agreement Number 40018968. 
Retum undeliverable Canadian addresses to: BleuChip Intemational, P.0. Bax 25542, London, ON N6C 682. SPORTING NEWS is a federally registered trademark of American City Business Journals, Inc., ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. REPRODUCTION IN WHOLE 


OR IN PART WITHOUT PERMISSION IS PROHIBITED. 


64 . SPORTING NEWS . 11/10/06 


Audit Bureau 
of Circulation 


Developed with 


47,815 gallons of 
Shell V-Power 
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1,066 points 


72 wins 


53 fastest laps 


58 pole positions 


5 world titles 


one big thank you 


A world-renowned fuel, a car feared by every team in Formula One, and a driver 
that has swept past the checkered flag five times as a world champion with 
Ferrari. Our technical partnership with Ferrari and Michael Schumacher has 
made history. Congratulations, Michael, on an unforgettable career. Working 
with you has helped us develop a winning formula for Shell V-Power’ that drivers 
around the world rely on every day. And thanks to you, and our continuing 
partnership with Ferrari, we're confident that we will continue to make history. 
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